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FO REWORD. 

“And A* jmw it for hit opinion 
V. tkirt'iiAtt^rouUwaksSwwtfi 
" ■ of eon Or Iwe bind** of pratt to 
•' g»v*»wpoi*a»j>fi* tif ground ittor* 

■ **»» on* prow hfforf, would dt- 
v; tom honor of *anMud.” ' 


ROCKFORD-TODAY: 

. ■ . ; “ • ' " ' • . ‘ '*** 

G E/RMANICUS, KENT Is entilled to the plans could be matuisd.Mr. Kept and Mr. Blake 
distinction of being the founder of this, .'joined interesto'and starteu out across the vlf- 
f today.: beautifulForest City.” of the west/^^praWei and throu^ttjie qt^ro%en iote&tt of 


of-a volume'wbich would 
biographiei. and fiuih- 
■f'.^p^ifiikencMcr’of thoie’ who have con¬ 
tributed' iheirlgcnius-iJicLener^y—toward 
Rockford's great progress, the pdblishers 
acknowledge the co-operation of many 
-citizens, reference to Church's Histor y" of 
Rockfogd, work of review and compilation _ 
.. bi'vr: w,;Austin7 


31. 1790, and Inherited, thoro sterling •qualities, 
which wera.cbaracteristtc.of the early Eogllsb- 
—^tlfiisja^^Mesf-TWtMMtj^^e^oqulroil-a^ 
, p^tte]^bu*lnes*«l^ for aomeyeani 

• wai'engsged fat roercantlM ^pursuits at. Black*- 
burit’Virginia, aftd at Huntsv ille. Alabama.- Ha 

“ i ^rnS^r*»|iSrX56eBirA'n&iuff2l«3oi-- 
butg,' .Virginia; June 7, 1827. The business 
Interests of Mr. Kent being in the south ai|d hay¬ 
ing married a southern woman, he doubtless 
acquiesced In.the social Institutions of that sec¬ 
tion. as It 1$ known that be owned slaves and 
broughtonewtth him tcvhts weSEero home. A 
brother. Rev. Aratus kent, was located as a 
missionary at Galena, Illinois, a mining town of 
considerable note at that time, and Mr. Kent 

-tlon, when be hoped to.better his financial lir- 
- terosts. ‘ 

Upon arriving In Galena, he made the ac¬ 
quaintance of -Thatcher-Blaker who was also In¬ 
quest of a.desirable location.', Mr. Blake was 
bom In Oxford County. Maine; March 16; 1809, 
where be resided until 1834, when ha went as 
far west as St. Louis, There he .learned of the 
thriving mining town of Galena, and Immedi¬ 
ately made his way there. As soon as definite 


• •mlgM.make^a home and acquire a.fortune. 

. Afters' thorough lnspecU.cwnsf-the-^ecatcnlca ' 

tplocate upon tfi*- banks of Rode River,.the t 
. present site of the city of hocktynl. ' 

It was on.a quiet Sunday afternoon in the., *' 

-'-mmitH-of-Aiiust^and on the 24tfrc|ay'of the- 

month, thaiythese'pioneers arrived at their .desti¬ 
nation. In the party were Messrs. Kent. |31ake, 

Evans.and another man whose name Is unknown, _ 

Mr. Kent gave employment and wages to those . 
who came wtthhlm and Immediatelyconirrusnced 
the building of a log cabin. Which was located on 
the west bank of the river, near Kent's creek 
and on the Kent claim. Another log cabin was 
built on a dates located by Mr. Blake. 

AsfEeseasontofagHcuKural work had passed. ~* 
when they arrived, their attention was glveq. to 
making Improvements.' During the fail of that • 
year, Mr. Kent built a second and more preten- . 

- -tlqus home,-Into which- be' brought his family ' 
.from Galena, In May, 1835.- 

M r. Kent secured workmen from Galena and 
with their aid constructed a dam In Kent's creek 
and a saw mill upon Its banks. The timber for 
the mill was cut near by and the material for the 
dam was found in the Immediate vicinity. • He 
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abo, anted on a roercfcaadbfc* badness and Irby Hack. In Blacksburg. In March. 1862. Mr. 
saj^bod hts neighbors with goods on "Credit. The Blake cuhJvstod his farm unttll 851, when he r»- 
fotowtag January Dm dam was swbpt away tor morod »the city and engaged In the real «*late 
the fca and high water. Ia lha ear* spring. badness «d te Ate connectkat handtaHarge.^ 
workwfob^c»tod%gt!«da>»c*«nlto~ aieaaoftobwlf^teWtecotota. H.dtodOc- 
rf n tvw fom Thm t«k w^cncn-’ tofc.tr 8.1580. Mrs. ET-iie died at the home of 
•, rf.«H «- J"»y the carer- her dauchte?i Mr»._CUrence. Bean. !n_&!»tity.—. 



do* d so modi land, that Hi was removed sev- 
eraj ye^s Uier. Hr. Kent had Invested his 
- money to labor, improvements. and merchan- 
dteK test, as yet. had been able to get but little 
'.te Mtea.te *»* to financial crash d 1837 
‘left htaa In distress and without prospects ol 
. <Mccess. He surrendered his'property 
for the benefit ol his creditors, and In 1844 
returned, with his family, to f/lrglnla. where, 
after -sp yto r < n business at various places, be 
aed. at to home of his daughter. Mrs. Mary 


the spot where his early struggles returned noth¬ 
in hut bitter disappointment, he would see a 
picture. to beauty d which, would richly repay 
hhn tor aB to sorrow and t/adness occasioned by 
his failure, and his soul wr.tuSd rest in peace: 

His name will be honored add his memory 
perpetuated, by the sucmstve generation* tot 
follow, so long as water shall flow In Kent’s 
creek and the jn*sr/4uy endure In to Kent 


&t$£dmrtr court house • 


• before selecting one on Rock River. His flrst 
FIRST SETTLER ON THE EAST SIDE, house stood 1 on the”northeast comer of State 
On.April 9,'1835«. Daniel Shaw Haight.ac- a “ 1 Madison streets.. He brought his wlfeand 
companled by several' other men/arrimi on fhe-T- 9* 1 ® ch,ld> Mtssr Carey.-hlswtfe's'sisterraftd a 
east bank d the river, fh quest d a desirable, nlredjnan from Geneva'to his new home. In 
location-for settlement' This locality Is now May. Thus Mrs. Mary Halgit and her sister. 

called East Rockford. , • Miss Carey,'were the first white women to settle 

Mr. Haight was from Bolton.Warren County,. In Winnebago County. Mrs. Kent arriving a 
New York, and tad made a claim near Geneva, few weeks later, on the West Side, 
in Kane County, Illinois. Ho pld this, claim As one drives over the smoothly paved streets. 
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traverses toe coocrete walks.'rides through the one of the city schools and Greets. AdamK^lh. 
principal streets to a car. propelled by an electrfc —afterwhom Keith’s creek Is named, arrived dur- 
ajrrent over ribs of steel, places a little insmi- leg this yew. He died In Nebraska In 1883. 

' ascot to his ear and talks with friends near or William E. Dunborwas one of the county 
moots as though they were sink* side by side!' organism and served as county recorder from 
fecks at the fiae *■«<»*»»*« blocks and Imposing , 1839 to^ 843, He died in 1847. 
public buildit^s. fee bea utiful residences, and P P. Chur chill was a farmer, near town. 

- pubftc parts, listens to the «o5St throb and HTHieS IgfiBfiS. , 

beat cf tic machinery in hundreds of manufac- Among the arrivals of 1835 may be roen- 
tnttog concerns, mingles in the throngs ef Hated. also. the.names John Vance. John 
thousands of happy, prosperous people to the-, Cauav. Joseph Jolly. Charles Hall. Lewis Hasfctos. 

- brataea streets. rides fa a ho rseless carriage. Mihon KUbum. WUBam Smith. Luke JosHn. 
-mfe to* new from al parts ^ the world, fresh Israel Morril. D. A. Spaulding. Uva^ Corey, 

farm the daily presses of the city, H Js-dlfi- Ataaso n Corey, Abel Cfi tM -E m Baroum. 
fa* to reatoe. tot. tessttanftree~ecore and Anson Bamntn. James Taj**, Wiman^Honen- 
*IS wo ago this .part of fltoots was but a beck. V.-Carter. Joseph F. Sanford. Jwftan 
backless wilderness of grass. Itarers. and forrat Cccey. D«l«l 

femes, where the birds awoke the mereto£.wto» Ccnilre.ljaiwiT Gaytor.-F’eny, Jl u. 

Mr M melodies arri the native wiki ml- Carey. Jtfferw Canter. Nathan Bond. 

mah named at wB. ~ -jrFo* and Janos Broadie. Thus It will be aeen 

. Thebeautiful •homes and luxuries of jttvtng thatthepepufatfca.of 

tntoved by toe people of Rockford today are ^enaedda^^ancon^yeartd. 


""and Indomitable energies of the pioneers. ‘ 

GROWTH OF THE FOREST ClfT 
‘ IN 193S.' . «■ ' 

‘ The first public religiotts service hi Rockford 
- was held-.at , toe home of OernjantanrlOtot. la- 
r r June. 1835, by toe Rev- Aratus Kent, at *hlch ' 
the mtlre eommunlty. was present making an 
audience of ten people. 

-Anxng the settlers of 1834, not yet referred 
x to. may be mentioned Thatcher Blake. Albert 
Satford and Hr. Van Zant- In 1835 several 
from toe south and east were added to 
toe colony. AmofigTSem were John Wood. 

’ James B. Martyn and James Boswei. Closely 

to 1876, SamuefGregory.wbo died fa New York 

to 1886. and Ephrtam Wyman, after whom a 
’Left MordBuop. Ht.X>..ad»ha» &e disttnc-. 

tar being the flrfaphysicim to V^e fa Wo¬ 
rship . County, arrived fa 1835. He married 
Miss Margaret‘George. June 30. 1840 and died 
September 12. of toe same year. 

Richard Montague came in 1835 and died 
to 1878 He'has memorials fa the name of 


. ' - ACQUISITIONS OK 16367 ' ' ■ • “ 

fa rfedbyTtos mfo al o f * ” 1^ 

wrfereef to*new jam.' .Amone - toera was 
‘ TtVe. "bo "tw. from thefawnty-Of 

Somerset, England; and landed 5n W«w Yorkfa 
5832. after a vpyage of ftlty-two day*. He 
■ arrived fa Chicago in October 1835; and came 
to Rockford the fctowtag spring, bringing with 

him an old acquaintance. Sidney Twogood. Mr. 

.Lake made a ehtm to a faon and the two men 
worked at ft# caipenter trade. Mr. Lake died 

-&rf&are*a Iff 1886: 

Herman B. Potter, a native of Connecticut, 

toe practice of many of toe early settlers, on 
what to new toe Kishwaukeo read.* Later he 

jnoved to town and built a house where the First 
Co^rtgattonil church now stands. Mr.-Potter 
served as a member of the county commission¬ 
ers’ court, and was one of Rockford’s prominent 
He died fa Galesburg. Illinois, fa i860. 
SeJden M. Church was bora in East Had- 
dam. Connecticut March 4. 1804. and came to 
Chicago by seam, in 1835. and arrived in Rock- 
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ford la the fal of 1836. Mr. Church Itnme- setts to Rorifoid In the foil of 1836. They 
diaieiy became ooe of the most prominent end «ahtehed a home on what Is now known 
K> Wrj „t Rockford's dtUens. He contributed Horsman btock. where they were Joined, a llttte 

_tewei* »the business interests, of foe town. He foterrby tbelr daughter, who had oenttectod a 

served as postmaster, county clerk and county romantic marriage with Charles I. Honman, 
jotjge. retalniie; foe latter offce .for a term at while attending sch ool at foe Cbariest on ^ Se rnl^ 
1n*TS«7~he~was a detegate.lothe wy. Mr. and-Mfo—Horsmanrotal P°®** 

StareComriwaonal Conrention. He was a sfonof this property the remainder offbelr days.^ 


_ ,ja r f ft,, iniiiitiinr f- «■*»-"SampacaGebrgeanfoed to Rockford from 

^ ~ h» iflfiB. and a Eagfo^taSeptore>r and acquired a forge 

After a residence hs Rtjckford of country ol his adoprion. «e distal* 

Wty-sU^s. accomjllsWng much for foe best home and his remains now rest In the west 

j tiwu> who inherit the fruits of his ' cemetery. 

England^Sraction and came from Massachu- cal education In Belgium. He waWe seco 


Mfl 
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phmtslanto locate is RockfdrtT where ha en- Joseph Pwsan came from New York and 
August .3. lived oo ^ east rf town lor four year* He 
1884. hoi his memory, as a citizen and a physi- removed to Rockford In 1842 where he died of 
ctan, la pbtptfaated tathe name and practice ot injuries received while building a cooper shop 
bfcsoe. Dr. Henry RSdrtags, who U now a wail on the .cottar of Second and Madison Sheets, 
Idtowa reakieret physician; the same year, His son, H. A. Possoo. Is one 

—«haip«.-esoeh-wasaisatfyeorObk>. and of tbe-oWed Bring residents ot Rockford town- 
vMto a resident of Rockford was elected to the shfr. 



RESIDENCE OF JOHN LAKE 


office of county treasurer, which he held eight 
years. - He was the editor and proprietor ofthe 
Rockford JoomaJ -and onei cf tbe tnOocntlal 
dUzena. He died to the government's employ 
to Washington. D. C. 

ime Newton Cunningham, who arrived to 
Rockford during this year was the second sheriff 
of the caucty. • He dlpd here December 24, 
1865. 


David S- Shuniway was a native cf Vermont. 
He settled an a farm hi New MIKord. where he 
reared a large family. Hts son. Roland H, 
Sbumway. Sr., is the well known seedsman, who 
has acquired a fortune to this business. 

• The names of many erf the early settlers are 
p v*u familiar to the present generation by their 
being given to our public building* and streets. 
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which affords a practical lessen to the history' ttonof HeHenry. Winnebago. Kane, Ogle_and 
of the efty. ,, Whltes^ie crunties. and the reorganization of Jo 

, Davie ss county. This act de termined. the 
ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY—.1836 '-specific geographical boundaries it the several 
A history of the City of Rdckford.Woufei. rid eounBes. Those fov- Wlnnebago County em- 
4 complete without reference betagmsde to »*««> a much larger territoiy than It.at present 
ihreapaaBStr a toe Ck*m yarWT55e5go and CWUMto. «*~»L oTBoohe County and the two 
the location of the ccrtoty seat, as much of the eastern ranges of towmhipejn Stephenson were 
important^ of the city Is dueb the fact that It Included, This Winnebago County was carved 
has the honor ctcaatMfec this location. «lt ©( LaSalle and Jo Daviess counties, that 
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xacoeaon wwequxltfted. This election was not county oxnmlsxAerx; DanWS Haight, sheriff; 

* MU la Us/ as directed. howevar. as the tew D>. :jl H. Whitney, recorder; EUphakt Gregory. 
provkted that aocowory should beorgxnlrod until coroner; and D. A. Spaulding, surveyor. At 
xna|orttydt)w«o*cn«(tMip(o4w<dtvecoru^ thts time there were only three congressional 
had addmUMd a petition for the same to the districts in the state and Winnebago was in the 
Judty# of the sixth judieOt- circuit. or. In bis third district. which extended from theJVbcon- 

; ' A aa c a . ro acbtW circuit Judge. and » give ATssmxkty tea. Urn south o t Springfield and 
s a rt aie crot y proof that the proposed county coo- entirely across the sate from east to west, 
talaad *91 kss than 355 while Inhabitants A The northern haM of the state was sparsely 
census was taken fev ?♦ T*s* s' H Wfetnev st settled toe e"*:re tract cons* t -s "-e ©ongres- 
»e.*.«re. va.cn res- ec cs-s.-s-m %* sc - c s'%»; At tn.s ;.;s: c.s.. * ....an. u 

the required number of whitrTnhabtoms had May„wbo redded at SprOflteM. and was the 
baenfowd. * tkroocratic candidate fee co**Wt*celvedtev- 

_A petition was at once forwardMto judge ew y-toreaxotos. Hit (ppgra^J ^X-^ggdr-. 

^ItnaAiTFM. »taWd m"mim. Mr^j* 

Js%f15.lft36.form ttocft* to t*i*U at the majcrftyof twway-eteex^ 

horns of Dowtot S Haight oaths first Monday Acted. Heaarved two years. 

la Ames*. Jar the aforesaid coetay officers. The TlmmaalorlaldWilc* la which > Wlnneha*o 

MWm Mcaawdl the ffam aad pteee for (toateyww Infbcted. previous ro I840.ca*ere4 

Ixdftia tills aiartlnai hrt ti f*rt —** fba Rodt RTrsrVihry and rrtmdnri from Dubu- 

.^MaatydspsadsdtpmapteWtmlWidfcm *■* rnmUt to Sc fcoA. Thb east area was 

ti*\3efoclto*of ths tjaw md place to the Jed|e te the kftslttnp A* tte alediaa there were 
of the Mt. Cennaaicm Ke ^Jyh P. Jame * 

* Cd^MMwasmaiilfeded . i' Uoaday. Attest I*. t836.*uiked the he- 
bt this, the first election In the county. Amen.- fta-taf rf th* political history o< Wmoebago 

'*hsr oTaamreU aed ten rrfrrawitettTn *■» — ^—If- *• +*$ 

ataht IsfMstare wan to be choeea. as w«N ae' to* As orgarfzatfcn of a douaty destined to be- 
the local officers, but the selection of candidate* <com* one cl the fcreroost ta the sau. 

' LOCATIONOFTHECOUNTTfSEAT—1836, 

This election marked the beginning of rivalry Tht art of the legislature providing for the 
between tne east and west side of the t'imt which crgaaUatioq <* Wtarwbago County also made 
has n-«* been entirely eliminated. No-caucue prortxk* for the location of tile county seat by 
» convention warcaled. and the tactions divided j . Ugn . tin g Robert Stephans and Rexla Zariey 
the honors. Slmoa P. Doty was the candidate of Cock Coeaty. and John Pbeipa as csmmls- 
W axnmhskww from the eextara pert of the siooantoact te this capacity. The comrote- 
camv. Thomas B. Taleott torn to# northern doners dare mthorimd to mad on tha. first 
salt and William E Dunbar the compromise Monday la May. 1836. or as soon thereafter as 
dwics of the two "sides.” The election was may be. at the boom of Danhfl S. Haight tor, 
held on the first Monday la August as directed- this purpose. J*hnPbelpei*vermadoanap- 
Noprtatod bate's were used, but at vfcavoo* was pearancs. but the other two commissioners met 
takm and this made tt easy for those latethsted St ton place designated bn the 14th of July, of 
to know exactly how matters stood at any tlnw that year, and after spending two days In the con- 
duriag the election. D. A. Spaulding was made sideratioit of the matter, agreed upon a location. 
efeHtof the election. One hunched and twenty This selecttoct was embodied In a report 
*** wen cad. and Simon P. Doty. Thomas B. madetythespeclal commissioners'to the county 
Taleott and William E, Dunbar were elected commissioners court on August 4. 1036, This 


ROCKFORD 


<9 


report set forth that they bad met as directed 
and had selected a site, on lands owned by Nicho¬ 
las BolMn U Co., on condiUon that the-pro* * 
prletors should execute a warraftty deed to the 
courtly of thirty acres of land so long as It should 
remain the.ses^£ justice. On the same day* 
Charles Reed'jffesented to the county commls** 
sloners a deed of twelve blocks, containing two 
and one-half acres .each, situated about, two 
miles above the ferry crossing, conditioned that 
shield feeling t. ti.e a- long as 1! re¬ 

mained the seat of justice. 


locate the seat of justice' at Winnebago, thepotat 
referred to up th# river. Ha was a shrewd busi¬ 
ness managerrbut as the results bhthe^lectlofi 
will show, was doomed to disappointment The 
law provided that U » majority of one hundred ' 
of the votes cast should bp In favor of Winnebago^ 
that town should remain tife~permanent ccunty 
seat At the election six townswemta the race 
for county seat honors, of which Rockford re¬ 
ceived three hundred and twenty votes: Wlnne 
-.. 6 . seventy-five. Riscce. twe; Will.* Oiela. 
live; Pecatonlca, one; and Sciplo one, out of a 
total of four hundred and four, Rockford hav- 


thlffy-Mx votes carried off the victory arid secured 
fi»-plum upon which It has stace fattened to 
rotund proportions. —’ 

Winnebago lost Its prestige' and gradually 
declined, until In 1647 its'piat was vacated by 
special act of the sate legislature, and Charles 
Us promoter, removed to Rockton, where 


MOOCHCa OP UKS.' LVTXA WOUAKS 

The report of the ^rectal commissioners was 
rejected by the county commissioners upon good 
and sufficient grounds, and It was ordered that 
the circuit and county commissioners courts 
should be held at the house of Daniel S. Haight,' 
until the matter of location be determined by 
the people. This contention between BolMn & 
Co., and the county commissioners as to the 
location of the couijty seat was continued for 
a period of several years and led to an enact¬ 
ment by the stote legislature, approved March 2- 
1839, submitting the question to a popular vote 
and providing that in election for this purpose 
should be held on the first Monday In May. 1839. 

Charles Reed had been the moving spirit In 
the Interests of Bollvln Si Co., In the effort to 


Pursuant to the result of the elec tiers In favor, 

1'839,'xelected the public square .on ihh east 
shto ef toe Hver'as the site tor th*'location of 
toe court boose. Considerable material was 
■ donated wivi placed, upon toe ground (or this 
building, but the worked construction eras delayed 
want of funds. On September 28.1841. 
a proposition was made to the county commis¬ 
sioners by a number of West Side residents ito^ 
furnish suitable quarters for the county offices 
and a jail In’West Rockford. This proposition 
was accepted by the commissioners, conditioned 
upon the execution of a bond for S1,000 for the 
‘faithful performance of these undertakings. 

On December 11 to the building tor the use of 
the county offices was reported to be ready tor 
occupancy. It was located on the ground now 
occupied by the Mead block, on South Main 
street. The donors were given five months In • 
which to complete the jail. This was a log 
structure and was located on the east side of 
the present court bouse square. ' 

It would seem that now the location of the 
county seat was definitely settled, but that was not 
the fact. The contention was started by those 
Interested In the Winnebago site, as to toe 
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fegatoy of the May. IB39. deetloi. The point sense of the voters at the August election on 
attSBK ws.vrhettter the Jaw autiwrized an doc- the question as to whether the county buMing* 
•tar is* select a site for the seat of justice or should be located to East or West Rockford. 
Singly few its removal. The verdict seemed to.be to favor of West 

.The county commissioners, at their meetin g Rockford. 

OpMon to relation to the matter, thus creating submitted a proposition to the coupty commls- 
a fead-tock. so that nothing was definitely serried, stoners. to build a court house and Jail on the 
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land upon which the buildings were to be placed, to July* The buildings were ’furnished by the 
This proposition was accepted with tiwTottowfng people of West Rockfo.rd t wltliOUte*pensft.tuJhe 
''condltrohs. vli^^gtKKl and sufficient security to county. ~ 

the sum of $20,000 within twenty days. the. The first term of court was held ta.Aigust. 
buildings to be worth not less than $6,000. to -M844. The presiding Judge was T homas C. 

1 ‘ is toe cler.tc.and G, a. 


’proposed, and this contract to be placed In the Sanford'sheriff, 
hands of die clerk within three days after Its 



approval. These conditions were all compiled 
jrith. . The comm issioners d esignated, block 
twenty-five to West Rockford, as the place for" 
the erection of the buildings. 

After a contention of seven years the county 
seat had been permanently located In Rockford, 
on the west side of the river. 

The brick jail was com, lewd and occupied 
January 1, 1844.. The Wooden court house was 
completed and accepted by the commissioners 


„ SETTLERS OF 1837. 

As inprevious years. Rockford a enJoyedJhe 
acquisition of,a class of people to its citizen¬ 
ship during 1837 that constituted a valuable ele¬ 
ment In the development of Ifi future possibili¬ 
ties^ It may be said that Rockford was exceed¬ 
ingly fortunate In Its early days In being sejected 
as the place of residence of so large a number 
of liberal minded and public spirited men, who 
exerted their energies and expended th^ir means 
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' In the permanmtupbutldiog cf their home town, the hfch school forsewralyears. Mr.Tfcwton 
.rf.ftM* fcatares pubhfeed toReminiscences of Piooeer UI«. to 
thatembellish and adorn a beautiful city kept 1891. which have ** f 

pace with the increase of population Shade classes of readers. He died September 19. 
trees were planted, parks were established and 1896. _ ‘ . 

the be cabtos were tepbcbd by more comfort- Samuel D. Preston «me.to Rockford from 
ableaLlpceteatiousSutoS. During felTyear New York, and resided on North ^ 

the first lawyer of the town. John C. Kemble, and later where the Rockford Lumber and Fuel 
opened an office on South Madison street in Company's office nowstands. Hevasa^romi- 
conaeciiao with Dr. Goodrich. Mr. KtwnMewas neto busineS man and* public office ^ 

a man s' much ah .tv and had been a member t* a»ty treasurer four years. He died Feb- 
of the general assembly of New York. Br- ^ nary ll.jgWr- _ 

Gavcrnnr Maror and wife of New York. v ^w" lp »*»" r H«& N* —- 

gwhts anSe"K«h&a tomejurtor** **nmer. Courdy. OtmecHq^M tyao Ns fcrlval to 
—Mr. KemUe fast his reuoo. and was taken 'to Rockford fonhed a co-partnership with Samuet 
an eastern sujten. where to died fet 1840. He D. Preston and engaged in business He was 
two sans, one of whom died to Italy and the .p^ntoent in church and educational interests, 
established fee Cekfontia Star, the first and.was one of Rockford's early hankers. He 
Eix&sh. mwspeper Jn S» Frmcisco. built the house now occupied by the Rer. Mead 

^ ■*. ^ 

' tra-kCbaoins a contractor and twuoer. Sd en- diehndere. tt'traac 
ned in tbehoriber businesswithPWoeasHdwes - Nathaniel Wilder .was bsra In Lancaster, 
from 1852 to 1856. After'a visit to Europe, he Massachusetts. Juoe So. 1794, and came to 
re-e»md to the -lumber business wife Mr^ Rpdgard taJdaretoJMT^,jH«L25?SiS?. “5. 
HowSTsmd scttcuttoCockfc Biofear to 1859.' business of.btodtsml^ng foe twenty-five years. 

In I860 he'agato engaged tatoeSufflber bud- and became the owner of considerable property, 
ntps with HasyFlfeer on fee W,est side, wfaiih HedtodJu* U. 1884, aged ninety years. - 
partnership wascouttouad to 186?". when he re- Goodyear A^t Sanford was bom In Hamden, 
turned to Europe for an extended visit. Return- ComecticuL in 1814. and came to Rockford to 
tag to 1868 he formed a copartnership with Seely 1837. He atonce engaged In n^«**“*- 

Perry and eqgsged in fee lumber business on ness and 

v^ted&^tai^L 1877?!889 and 1891. held toe office of county school commissioner. 
Mr. Lake was connected wife fee Roddfctd He was a member of the banking firm of Didc- 
Us business Me. He erman, Wheeler & Co- which was organized 
represetaedfeS™^ward In the Council lor January 1.1855. In 1856 the firm name was 
terf consecutive yearn. Hehasbeeuas^wvisor changed to Lane. Sanford & 
and diairman of fee Board of Educatkn. He tion took place in I864.when the Second National 
was married toMissAbneda M.Danley.cf Har- Bank was established with Mr. Sanford ascash- 
lem October 11.1849. • le'r. He was afterward elected tofee presidency 

Henry UbssJoo and hiss®. John H.. arrived of thetank, to which mpacit,he served ^ttii 

In >iSU> Tk*. N- Y.f - S' “,:r J*S 

and rnUded to Redcfoid until the death of occurred irf 1896. and H. H. waMowasap- 
^ fSITS; forty years pointed to the receWersh.p. The l.,uUlat.o n was 

their home was in the brick house on South Madl- ^ all claims were prac- 

son street 'which was used as an annex for t5ca»y settled In toll. 
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David D. Ailing was bom at Westfield. Qon- Maty I. and Anna In this city. Mr. Beattie died 

nectlcut. April 2 7.1813 and came to Rockfg rd_.Dscember 3.1689._— 

in October; rB37T‘HewsT^enfer by trade BenJamlHTCOtjum was bom In Belcherfown. 

ancfbullt the old First Congregational church, on Massachusetts. August 8, 1308. _ He built a 
the West side. During a residence of stxty-ohe house on the site of the Nelson House where It 
y Hwr -nr^Wielrfbrj^ ha 'was a contractor and retrained until 1891. He afterward purchased a 
“builder and acquired considerable valuable prop- quarter section of land. In the .northwest part of 


v- -Vt? t 


7'"' P>~ 

,-;v 


... ;;RESID^NC5'OF^INCALLS CARLTON • 


erty. He died-August 1,-1898. -Frank Ailing 

and Mrs. P. W. Dankey are hls chlHrem_ 

John Eleattle was/me of Ui® first immigrants 
from Ireland tolh(sjwtctlon.of,.lllinois. Ho was- 
of Scotch ancesbykocPwas bom to Ireland June 
21, 1811. He was a carpenter by trade and 
built the old court house. He acquired valuable 
real estate In the city, which now belongs to the 
Beattie estate. Two sons. Edward W. and 
George D., reside In Montana, and two daughters, 


town, upon which the stone quarry, now operated 
by his. son-in-law, T. W. Carrico, Is located. 
Kllbum avenue is named In his honor. Mr, 
Kilburq died to I860: - 

John Miller, the second resident lawyer, 
arrived during this year. He was a popular 
orator and took an act lye part as a whig In fee 
campaign of 1840. 

There were probably a score of other arrivals^ 
during fee year, among Worn might be. men- 
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Booed Elisha A, Kirk, Levi Tail. William Two- 
good, Eli Hall. Levis Keith. P. S. Doolittle. 
JoStph Hayes and William Peters, 

The late Judge Selden M. Church is authority 
for the statement that the total population oi the 
couary in June, 1.837. was 1.086* "" . 

BUILDTNCS IN 1838. 

' Stay-seven years ago there were only four 
buildings north of State street in West Rockford; 
tbrferry home on the site of the public library 
(not die Carnegie budding); Abtoam Morgan a 


of Rode island, on Rock river. The building 
vas first vaed as 3 store and later converted 
into a hotel. 

CHRISTENING AND INCOR PORATION 
"OF THE VILLAGE. ____ ~ 
••What's in a name" is as applicable to-e- 
tovn or city as to an individual. Possibly less 
significance Is attached to the names cf towns 
derived from Individuals than from any other 
source. There Is no particular significance In 
toe names SmlthvlBo. Jooesvtito or Brownvtite, 


a log cabin on the river bank, norti of the ferry- was fte first aettlerw perpetn at ed hi s name In 

home; a bowl tarn near the site of the A- that of the town. The name Rockford tstadqua 
D. Forbes residence. &>■ . and attractive, when compared with that of Kent- 

South of State stow* there were quite a vtlle or HajghWBa Ha name of a first settler had 

was slog home been perpetuated in the name of the town. 

near the comer of State and Mato streets; D. The first suggestion cf a name was made by- 
D. AM^s heuse ke-t*ick ooe. acu*i of State Mrs. Kent, which wy Mi dway. a s^ttie town was 

depot; Benfamk Ktibum's home -on site of the t he name-day? This name was recognirtd lty_ 
harm end ifaSL near senral.years and What Stile mail found its way 


Kent's creek and W. E. Dunbar’s home; south 
of the creek. ' 

I ■* On the east sfcfe of the fiver were a pester 
number of buildings, among them, the Rockford 
H«bc.- the only hotel between BeMdere £4. 
Freeportv Bundy St Goodhue's store ta-tbe 
corner of State and Madison streets; south of ' 
this was (be Haight budding, which contained 
the poc* office; Potter & Preston's store stood on 
tite comer of Stale and Madison streets ; east of 
Potto’ Sc. Preston’s store was the foundaHoo of 
die Washington House. Daniel Haight’s house 
and 'Worthington St Searle’s drug store. 
Rn«r ef the alley on-State street was Samuel 
Uttie's saloon, the first to Rockford; Samuel 
Corey's home; Wffilam PeoBetfa blacksmith 
/vSop and Dr. David Goodrich’s house, to the rear 


, to this community was addressed to « 

Rock River. Jo Daviess Gounty, Iltnots.** ’ 

. Under 'dato jof Octofe?I7. 1837.Mr, Kent 
..write* a letter from Rockford. I|ttnols.r Jt is not 
fully certain as to who'pmpewed-this name or' 
when, bdt deviates* the first seml-dUctal action 
was taken by Daniel S. Hatgjht. Germanicus- 
K«L WllamH. Gilman of BeMdere. JohnP. 
rtwptn and Ettoeier Pock of Chicago, and 
Edge! of SL Louis, who met In the office 
of Dr. Goodhue, on Lake street, to Chicago, 
on tewtruw* connected with their mlH privilege 
at this place. It is said that Dr. Good- 
hue proposed the name Rockford, on account 
of the rock-bottom ford in the river at this point 
At least these gentlemen unanlmously_adopted 
this name at this time, which was'in the year 


MwiMdhwasatogacboofcouae. Aseo Bamum's 
Rouble leg bouse, cn the site of the car bams, 
and the houses of John Fhefps, John C. Kemble, 


1835. 

Th^ general law of 1831. made provision for 
the incorporation of towns in the state that had 


-John Vance. James Boswell and Jacob Posspn. 

The Winnebago House was built in 1838 by 
Dr. Haskell on the rite of Andrew Ashton's 
store. This was the first brick store built north 


fifty white males over twenty-one years of age. 
In 1839. the people of Rockford felt that It would 
be to the advantage of the community to take 
the benefit of this act Accordingly notices were- 


ROC K FO R*D r 2 J_ 

posted, calling a meeting of citizens at the Rock- ferryman made ? favorable report, upon *M<* 
David Goodrich was chosen chairman and James act of Incorporation. An 

InhabtiarfMo draft an act of tocwporatloo and President; AnaonBamum.clerk; JohnC. Kem- 



mttted.. The census committee reported the unary, 1852. 

population to be 235. The committee to draft In 1851 the people of the village felt that 
an act of incorporation presented an acceptable the town had outgrown Its. limited municipal en¬ 
dowment. and the committee to confer with the vironments and that better facilities for the con- 
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duct of its corporate affairs should tie secured. 
Prompted by this sentiment, a call eras signed by 
Jason Marsh. G. A. Sanford. Willard Wheeler. 
Isaiah Lyon. George Wyatt. Newton Crawford. 
C. I. Horsman, W. A. Dlckerman. W. P. 

Bltsa-anff William Hulin. for a 
meeting e rf- citi zens tq be held at the court house 
on November 29th. to take action in the matter of 


Damon. First ward; E. H. Potter. Second ward; 
H. N. Spaldlng_Thlrd ward; C. N.Andrews. 
Fourth ward. William Lathrop was appointed 
clerk. 


An ordinance was passed creating the fol¬ 
lowing citydHloeis: clerk'ofthe'counciCattorney, 
treasurer, marshal, assessor.-coDector, engineer 
and two street commissioners. These officers 



RESIDENCE OF R. H. SHUMWAY 


tooorposatii^ as a city. Jt vas resolved at this were to be appointed annually by the city council, 
tneeth^; to submit the matten to a vote of the at Its first regular meeting after the first annual 
. anrf for ihu puq^se the village trustees namldpal election. At the second session of the 

oniered an election to be held on January 3, counctf. held Hay I. the following city officers 


1852. At&is election, the votes were cast in favor were appointed: William Lathrop. attorney; - 
of arganfrii* tmder the general law of 1849, and" Hiram R. Maynard, treasurer; Duncan Fergu- 
orwMTiment of Snrinsfiald was adooted son. assessor; K. H. MUltken. collector; Dun- 


as a basis of organization. • can Ferguson, city engineer; Thatcher Blake 

The first city election was held April 19. and William McKenney. street commissioners. 
1852, at which Willard Wheeler was chosen A special act of the legislature, of June 18, 
mayor. The alderman elected wereT Sumner 1852, authorized the city to Issue bonds, not 


exceeding $10,000 in amount, with which to Marsh; third war d. T. D. Robertson; fou rth_ 

- build a bridge across the river. This sum not ward. Newtop Crawford;’ City Clerk, L. -F. 
being-sufficient, a second act was passed Feb- Warner, City Attorney, L. F. .Warner; City 
siiary 3,1853, authorizing the Issue of $15,000 TreaauTer.fi.- G. Wheeler; Police Marshal, 

the sale of these bonds a aivered bridge was 1555. Mayor. Edward Vaughn; Aldermen, 
built In 1854. first Ward. P. B. Crosby; "Second ward, Jason 

There being some technical Irregularity In Marsh; third ward, Henry Fisher; foSrth.ward. 

•• • the lnco, P orat,on 011,10 c «y- A^seda! act of the— Newton Criwford; fifth ward, John P. Manny; 

. legislature was passed and approved February 8. City Clerk, S. W. Stanley; City Attome>.-L. F. 
1853. legalizing the previous official acts of the jj/amer, C'ty Treasurer. B.G. Wheeler; Police 
mayor and coundb^ Marshal. James Dame. . ‘ _ 



“-cSESra fte “City of Rockford. and tto seveS ^”” 1 ***' J 0 *®',^afford; searod ward. p,' 
- Acta amendatory .thereof .tote ow 'Aet W'to - " c ? ww: ^d^ward. p. p. ABfay^fourth ward, - 

~nu^l5! l, |i^ rfA0 -VedFhlr- Vaughn;. City Attorney; Jamea 1 

- Rockford vasgovemedby tots.darteruntil M- Wight;' City. Treasurer,- G. A. Sanford; . 

• thei.cffr w reorgari^i^ti^gsn ^l^,*-^^ 

generaliawof 1849, aiidabollshed the system '.1858- Mayor. Seeley Perry;/Aldermw.', 

. of special charters. - . " firstward.JohnSpafford; second wanL-George 

Previous to-188?, the mayor was'elected’ Troxell, Jr.; third ward.' D.-D. -Affing;" fourth 
••• annually. -* A complete roster of the city officials, .ward. H. W. Loomis; 1 fifth ward, J. G, Man- 
since Its organization In 1852 to 1903. .is tom: City Clerk, L. W. Burnham; City Attor- 
appende* ■ ney,‘ H. D. Adams; City Treasurer, A C. 

1852. Mayor, Willard Wheeler. Aldermen Spafford; Police Marshal, E. C. Roberts'. 


first ward, Sumner Damon; second ward, 
-E. H. Potter; third ward, H. N. Spaulding, 
fourth ward, C. N. Andrews; City Clerk, Wi¬ 
liam Lathrop; City Attorney, William Lathrop; 
City Treasurer, H. R. Raymond; Police Mar-; 
shell, John Platt. 

!853. - Mayor. Hiram R.. Maynard. Aider- ' 
men, first ward, A. Hitchcock; second' ward. 


1859. Mayor. Charles Williams: Aider- 
men, first ward, R. A. Bird; second ward. 
Goonge Troxell. Jr.; third ward, Daniel Dow; 
fourth ward, H..W. Loomis; fifth ward, J; G. 
Manlove; City Cleric. Porter Sheldon; City At¬ 
torney, Porter Sheldon; City Treasurer, A. C. 
Spaffdfdf PblfesMarehals, Mr J. Uprlghtind. 
M. H. Regan. 


H. D. Searies; third ward, U. M. Warner; 
fourth ward, C. N. Andrews; City Clerk, j. K. 


1860. Mayor, Charles Williams; Alder- 
en. first ward, R. A. Bird; second ward. Ben-. 


reasurer, E. L. Fuller; Police Marshal, ward. J. S. Coleman; fifth ward, J. G. Manlove* 
Tllard Wheeler. City Clerk. R C.’ Bailey; City Attorney, C. m! 

1854. Mayor, N. M. Warner; Aldermen. Brazee; City Treasurer, A. C. Spafford; Police 

st ward. A. Hitchcock; second ward, Jason Marshal. A. J. Penttock. 
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' 186!. Mayor. Charles WUHain*: Aldermen, 
first ward, C. WV SheMoo; second ward. Benja-' 
min Wingate; third ward. Daniel Dow, fourth 
ward. J. S. Coleman; filth ward. John P Manny: 
—Ctty-Glerfo-R-C.-Bailey; • CltyJUtorocyvXL-M-. 
Brass*; City .Treasurer, N. C. Thompson; 
Police Marshal, Ambrage Halstead. 

1662. Mayor. Charfa Wimam*; Aider- 
g and James B. 


fourth ward. G. A. Sanford; fifth ward. John P. 
Manny; Ctty Chair. R C. Balleyr* City Attor¬ 
ney, R C. Bailey; City Treasurer, N. C. 
Thompson; Police Marshals. John Fisher, M. 


1864. Mayor, Albert Fowler. Aldermen, 
first ward. Anthony Haines; second ward, John 
Lake;-third ward. E.- L Godfrey; fourth ward. 
_G. -A. Sanford; fifth ward. Freeman Graham'; 



Howefcsccood ward. Benjamin Wingate; third, 
ward. DaMd Dow; fourth ward. j. S. Coleman; 
fifth ward. John P. Manny; City Clerk. R C. 
Bafley; City Attorney. C.'M. Braise; City 

Ambrose Halstead. 1 

1863: Mayor. Charles Williams; Alder¬ 
men. first want Anthony Haloes; second ward, 
p^nfrmtn Wingate; third wari. E. L. Godfrey; 


City Clerk, R C. Bailey; Clly Attorney. C. t.l. 
Brazee; City Treasurer. R P: Lane; Police 
G. V. Carr and James Dame. 

ISAS. . ileynr^ Alh wt Fnwlrr ATdermwy. 
first ward. John H. Hall; second ward. John 
Lake: third ward. E. L. Godfrey; fourth ward. 
G. A. Sanford; fifth ward. Freeman Graham; 
City Clerk, R C Bailey; City Attorney. C. M. 
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Brazee: City Treasurer. R. P. Lane; Police -take; third ward, lames B.Atfird; fourth ward. 


- Marshal James'Dame, __ 

1866. Mayor, E H. Baker; Aldermen first, 
ward. John H. Hall; second ward,-John Lake; 
JhTtd-Ward..E..L..Godfrey^fourt£.ward. G. A. - 
Sanford; fifth ward. Freeman Graham; City 
Clerk; O. A, Pennoyer; City Attorney, C. M. 
Brazee; City Treasurer. R, P. Lane; Police 



G A. Sanford; fifth ward'. Freeman Graham; 
City Glerk,-Jason Marsh: Cfty Attorney. C M. 
Brazee; City Treasurer. D. S. Panfleld; PoUce 
MafslOr. Thomas’S®^ I• 
(«». Mayor. S. G. Bronson; Aldermen, 
first ward. L. H. Potter; second ward. John 
Lake; third ward. Henry Fisher; fourth ward. 



' Lake; third ward. James B Agard; fourth ward, zee; City Treasurer. George E. King; Police 
G. A. Sanford; fifth ward. Freeman Graham; Marshal, Thomas Sulty. 

1 -eil y - Cterk. Jaso t rM atshrCltyAttgnieyrCrM:- 18?0; “Mayor. 57 GI “Bronson; AidermenT 

Brazee; City Treasurer. M. Starr; ' Police first ward. L. H. Potter; second ward. John 
Marshal. Thomas Sully Lake; third ward. Henry Fisher; fourth ward, 

1868. Mayor. Edward H. Baker; Alder- G. A. Sanford; fifth ward, W. D. Trahem; City 
men, first ward, L. H.- Potterj.secqnd ward. John Clerk. Jason Marsh; City Attorney. C. M. B«- 
l * 












ward. E. L. Woodruff; fifth ward: EJlphax Cffy Cterk. E. ICCtakHng; City Attorney, N. C. 
Smith; sixth ward. Harris Bamum; seventh . Warner; City Treasurer. Horace Brown; Police 
ward. S. P. Crawford; City Clerk. H. W. Rowell; Marshal. Thomas Sully; Fire Marshal. John T. 
City Attorney. L. F. Warner.- City Treasurer. Lakln; Police Magistrate, Arthur H. Frost. 
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* 1882. Mayor, Samuel P. Crawford; Alder¬ 
men. first ward, B. R. Waldo, F„ M. Holmes; 
second ward, J. M. Southgate, H. C. Scovtll; 
third ward, John Belford. T. J. Derwent; fourth 
•ward, Ceorge-Sr’Haskell. W. O. Worr^ood; 
fifth ward. Levi B. Fuller Lewis Prod more. 
W, L. Harblson; sixth ward, C. E. Knudson. 
W. H.' Milter; seventh ward. Joseph Bumes", 
James Ferguson; City Cleric. E3fc-Conklli«; 
City Attorney. N. G. Warner; C»y .Treasurer. 


Warner; City Treasurer. George &. rung; rcsice 
Marshal.Thotnas Sully;. Fire M&t&aL Jota T. , 
Lakln; Police Magistrate, Arthur J?, FrexS. 

1884. Mayor Alfred Taggart; Ajderoien. 
flrstward, ThomaS'E^ltrTBSfnSs'^TFSESer; 
.second ward, J M. Southgate. H 9. Scsvjll; 

third ward. B. A Weber. .T. J. Penfocl; fourth 
‘ ward. K H. Ferguson. W~0. Womyvo ofo f i fth 

. wardrC. E. Knudson ~£ seventh _ 



. RESIDENCE OF MRS;'JUDGE GARVER— ...v _ 

Horace Brown; Police Marshal.Thomas Sully; ward, Joseph Bumes, James Ferguson; City 
Fire Marshal, John T. Lakln; Police Magistrat e. Clerk,. E. K. Conkllng; City Attorney. N. C. 
Arthur H. Frost .... ] Warner*. CityTreasurer. George E. King; Police 

1888. Mayor,- Alfred -Taggart; Aldermen,"" Marshal, Thomas Sully; Fire Marshal. John T. 
first ward, E. M Holmes. Thomas Ennett; Lakln; Police Ma gistra te. Arthur H. Frost, 
second ward, H. C. ScovlU, J; M. Southgate; 183S. Mayor, Alfred Taggart; Aldermen, • 
third ward, T. J. De rwent. B. A. Weber; fourth • first ward. Thomas F. Palmer. R. J. Randolph- 
"ward. W.'O. Wormwood. D. H. Ferguson; fifth second ward. H. C. ScovllI. E. W Brown-third 
ward. W. L. Harblson. Thomas Tote; sixth ward. T. J. Derwent. John M. Kennedy; fourth 
ward. W. H. Miller, C. E. Knudson; seventh ward, W. O. Wormwood, D. H-. Ferguson; fifth 
ward. James Ferguson, Joseph Bumes; City ward.'WVL. Harblson, Thomas Tote: sixth ward, 
Cterk, E. K. Conkllng; City. Attorney, N. C. E. S. Gregory,. Thour Munthe; seventh ward, 
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James Ferguson. T. F, Hopkins; Gtty-GJerfcr- 
E-' Xr-.C t P kU n g. C tty Anmu ey ; Geocga'M. 
~8W»; C !*f Treasurer. W. H. McColchan; 

' Pl4ce Marshal. A. Ji. Webb; Fire Marshal. 
JabnT. I.kin- ft^j 1 aat l ,.Artliu I 

188&. "Mayor. Alfred -Taggart; 'Aldermen. 
HiM ward. C W. ButJerworth. Charles Ritchie; 


—-4887;—Mayoft-Hocaee C. ScoviU; Alder¬ 
men. first ward. Charles Ritchie. C. W. Butter* 
worth; seeded ward, E. W. Brown, John L. 
Clark; third ward. W. B, Reynolds, T. J. Der¬ 
went; fourth ward, E. W. Biaisdeil. Samuel 
N. Jones; fifth ward. AMn £. Crowell. Martin 
Rhoades; sixth ward. G. A-'Sabtrom, Wesley 
D. Clark, seventh ward,S.P. Crawford. Thomas 



second ward. E. W. Brown, H. C. Scovil; third W. Cole; City Clerk, E. K. Cookline; City At- 
wmd. T. I. Derwent. J. M. Rowdy; fanrflr Wney, A. E. Hoit; City Treason*. Horace 
—wardr-OrilrFeninanrSamaet WrlonesT AM*—Brtrtm; Police Marshal. A. W. Webb; Fire 


ward. W. L. HarMson. G. a Robertson; sixth Marshal, John T. Lakto; Police Magistrate. L. 
ward^Wesfcy D. Oark^Tbow Month#; seventh UMorrfscn. 


ward. T. F. Hopktna. Thomas W. Cole; City 


M, Bfaks; City Treasurer. W. H. McCo&han; Chaney; second ward. Mead Holmes. E. W. 
Police M««»ai, A. W. Webb; Fire Martin!. Brawn; third ward. T. J. Derwent. W. B. Rey- 


John T. 1 skin; Police Magistrate. Arthur H. 
FrtwL 


nolds;' fourth ward, WUlls M. Kimball. E. W. 
BlalsdeD; filth ward, W. L. Harblson, Alvin E. 



Morrison. 

1892. Mayor. Henry N. Stan; Aldermen, 
first ward, R..JL Shepherd.' C. H. Woolsey; 
second ward. E. D. Chandler, A J. Anderson; 
third ward, Z, B. Sturtevant. T. J. Derwent; 


18fc r 6. Mayor. E. W. Brown; Aldermen, 
first ward. R, A. Shepherd. J. T..Joslln; second 
ward, G. V. Llndbtade. F. G. SHbb; third ward. 
F. E. Sterling. T. J. DerwenU fourth ward, F. 
S. Regan. W. M. Kimball; Tilth ward. A. E. 
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Croweil. John Undsay; sixth ward. Gust Holm, 
J. M. Turner, seventh ward. John. Beatsca. 
E C. Dunn; City Clerk. F. (5. Howland: City 
Attorney. R. K. Welsh; a^Jr^rerr^ Or 
Upton; Police Marshal. A 6. Bargren/ Fire 
Marshal, Edward Hefiian; Police Magistrate. 

L. I, Morrison. _ _ 1 

1897., Mayor. E. WTBrows; AW^men. 
first ward,’J. T. Joshn, R. A. Shepherd; seCtwrf' 
ward. F. a Stibb. Hannes Lawson; third ward. 


ward. Hannes Lawson. F. E. Pearson: third 
*«d. F. E. Sterling. H. J. Gallagher; fourth 

s. A Hy er M^ A.^Love: W&wrf.W. 

Bowman. A. G. Urson: seventh *»* R- J3- 
McEvoy. E. C. Dunn; City Clerk. H. C. Scovill; 
City Attorney. ,M. M. Corbett; City Treasurer, 
p F Schuster*; Police Marshal A~E, Ba»gi*n,— 
-pJ^l^shST Edward Heffran; Police Magis¬ 
trate. U 1- Morrison. 



"RESIDENCEOF P. BYRON THOMAS 


T. J- Derwent F, E. Sterling: fourth ward, M. 
A^ Love. S. A. Hyer. fifth ward. 

W. L. HarMson; sit* ward. J. M. Turner. J- 

A. Bowman; seventh ward. E-C-Du* R-G. 


1899 Mayor. E. W. Brown; Aldermen, 
first ward. J- A. Nash, R. A. Shepherd; second 

ward F. E. Pearson. Wm. Johnson; thtrdward. 

H J. GaBagher. F. E. Sterling; fourth ward. 
M. Al Love, W. C. Butterworth; filth ward. J» 
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-Marshal, Edward HeHran;-Police Magistrate, 
L. L. Morrison. 

1900. Mayor.. E. W. Brown;. Aldermen. 
first ward. R. A.* Shep herd. }. A. Nash: second, 
ward. Wm. Johnson, F. E. Pearson; third ward. 
F. E. Sterling. E. F. Pendergast; fourth ward. 
W. C. Butterworth. M. A. Love; fifth ward, W. 
L. Harblson, J. F. Ogtlby: sixth ward . Neis 
Olson, A. G. Johnson; seventh ward. J, M. 
Clarke. E. C. Dimn; City Clerk. H. C, Scovlll; 
tlty Attorney. M. M.\CqiJ*tt; City Treasurer. 

McEvoy; Police Marshal, A. E.Bsugren; Fire 
” Marshal, Edward Heflran; Police Magistrate. 
L. L. Morrison. 

. 1901. Mayor. Amass Hutchins; Aldermen, 

first ward. John A. Nash. Charles E. Jackson; 
second ward. F. E. Pearson. Wm. Johnson; 


Clerk, -H; Cr Scovlll; ‘ City Attorney.'L7 M 
Reckhow; ‘ City Treasurer. W. F. Woodruff 
Corporation Counsel. C. W. Ferguson; Police 
_Marshal^A~-E^-Bargr«n;—Flr*-Mai»halrFr-E 
Thomas; Police Magistrate, L. L. Morrison. 

GROWTH OF THE CITY. 

—Tha-early--hittory--ol--»--oomrnunHy-must-ol 

necessity treat largely of Its Individual citizen¬ 
ship and the origin' of Its private and public 
Institutions, but as the number of inhabitant: 
-becomes-l argetr=the=lndi v id i ^ Rris-l o st Irodh e 
masses, and the trend of history .relates .more 
especially to public events and concrete devel¬ 
opment. -Public leaders and promoters of 
nMnScJpal upbuilding may be mentioned In 
connection with current events, but otherwise 
Individualism ceases. 


fifth ward, J. F. Qgtiby, A. E. Crowell; sixth to establish a nucleus from which there might 
ward. 4- G.‘ Johnson.'Neh Oboe; seventh w ard, develop a beautiful city, • M uch of the .beauty 

-ErCrDunB . - J;M. C l arke ; Ci ty C l e rkr H .~ C. ~~and substantial progress of RocBord ls due to 

Scovlll; City Attorney. C. O. Carbaugh; City the wise and determined efforts of it* founders. 
Treasurer, NarmsnF.Thompsoo; Corporation The se ven years war that 1 was success fully 
CoumeL.GeoixeMnBialto^P'cllcecManhal, A. - fought out In the tocatlon of the County seat. 
JE. -Barg fen; Fire Marshal,- F. E; Thomas; • doubtless brought beneficent results, that have 
Police Magistrate, I~ L. Morrison. ■ ‘ <xiratituled jmJmportant-tectotJn-dhelcUyi 

1902. 'Mayor, Amasa Hutchlns; Aldermen, destiny. . It may S» true that Germanlcus KtsnS, 

fr JorWnn F. b'. McKenney : Thatcher Blake and_Danie| S. HalghL together 

third ward. F. E. Sterling, J. H. O'Cam.fourth knew." but, however this may be. It Is evident 
ward, W. C. Butterworth. W. M. Kimball; fifth that the foundation work was well done' and the 

wardi-Ar E. CroweD, J. F. Ogllby; sixth ward, superstructure Is a thing of beauty,- • 

Neb Olson. G, A. Johnson; seven* ward. J. M. In the"remaining pages of the general history 
Clarke. Robert Lathrop; City Clerk. H. C. Sco- of Rockford, only those Individuals whose lives 
vUl; City Attorney. C. O. Carbaugh; City were closely identified with the growth and 
Treasurer. Norman F. Thompson; Corporation development of the city, will receive special 
Counsel, R. K. Welsh; Police Marshal. A. E. mention. . ' 

- Bargrao; Fire Marshal, F. E.-Thomas; PoUce - James Madison Wight was bom In Norwich. 
Magistrate, L. L. Morrison. Massachusetts, In 1810, and was admitted to 

1903. Mayor, Charles E. Jackson; Alder- the bar of Queens county. New York, In 1837. 
men first ward, C. H. Woolsey, Gust Holm, He then came west and located In Rockton, but 

Pearsoft. A. J. Anderson, Neb ‘Olson; third He enjoyed a large law practice and was an 
ward. Wm. Johnson,.F.J. Leonard, W. C. But- able and conscientious advocate. He repre- 
terworth; fourth ward, John M. Clarke, Robert sented his district In the state legislature and 
Lathrop. W. M. Kimball; fifth ward, Edward served oh the judiciary committee. He was 
F. Carty. H. -D. Ttcknor, J. F. Ogllby; City a member of the constitutional convention oi 
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1870, ealed to toft a new coestitution. He gave him so much trouble that he resigned and 
*as city attorney to 1857 returned to hU home. In 1867 he was elected 

Mr, Wight died to 1877. after Uvlng a tong city clerk and served lor nine consecutive years. 

f^wl Marsh-died at the home o( Ms daughter_ 

to Chicago, March 13. 1B61. 


name is perpetuated to the Wight school. Mrs. 
Harriot Wight Shenatt to a daughter, and 
resides to the city. 

Jason Marsh i 
Windsor county, Vermont, to 1807. and was 
the bar to l83l.< In 1832 he 


Francis Bumap was bom in Merrimac. New 
Hampshire. January 4. 1796. and came to 

lesstoo and practiced with brilliant success In 
the state and federal courts. His ancestors 



married Harriet M. SpaHotd. a stoierof John 
and CtoBn SpnBwd. He tame to Rocirf crdjn 
1839. w • - * ,J * 


1354 and 1855. Mr. Marsh entered -Sbomfli- 
tarr amice as catenet or the_aetiaiy-fuw* 


ratoois infantry to 1362- He was severe!? 
mounded to tbs batde of Missionary Ridge and 
returned home ia 1863. but two months later he 
tgoined Us regiment at the front, to the cam¬ 
paign from Chattanooga to Atlanta his wounds 


were noted in hbtoty. His mother was a sister 
of Major-General Brooks of Revolutionary lame 
and who was afterward governor of Massa¬ 
chusetts for seven terms. Hto father. Rev. 
Jacob Bumap. was pastor of the First Congre¬ 
g atio na l c hurch o f M errima c. f n r .. t l fty _year^ 
Mr. Bumap was never-married.. He died In 
Rockford December 2. 1866. 

Duncan Ferguson was a native of Scotland 
and was bom In 1810. He was a student at 
the University of Glasgow two years; was 
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employed, several *>« to land surveys, and apt of the legtoiatom tor the 

then engaged in the vdgonometrical surveys of Rock river. Hto Me work wa s an i nt egml p art 

Great Britain, which he continued for ton years, of the growth of toe-city: He-dietHday-rar^ 

In 1837 he came to the United States and 1882._._;—;- 

settled In Pennsylvania where .he'remalnedTwo ' Thomas D. Robertson was born in Edta- 
years—when he removed with hto family to burgh. Scotland. March 4. 1818. Hto parents. 
Rockford !U 1839. In 1840 )je was elected removed to London when he was but a young’' 

surveyor and justice of the peaci. He hald tiie child. He lived with a brother for a time, on 


RESIDENCE OF J. D. WATERMAN 


office of surveyor until 1856. In 1862 he was the isle of Shtppey at the mouth of toe Thames, 
appointed internal revenueassessor, which office where he attended school. He subsequently 
he held eight y tap? For ten yean he was joined hto brother in the publication of the 
supervisor from the seventh ward. On March Mechanics Magazine. He came to the United. 

of supervisors and held this honored position Chicago, came to Rockford the same year, 
until 1881. In 1877 he was elected mayor of He studied law In Rockford and in Madison. 
Rockford and served one year. He held the W1sconsln>and W admitted to toe bar and' 
offices of city engineer, assessor, county treas- practiced hto profession successfully for several 
urer, and commissioner of toe county under an years, in 1848 Mr. Robertson and John A. 
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JHoJhttd tsubfahed the. first banking bow In 
Reekked, JU*t toe-, death. of Mr. Hcftaad, 
Mr. Coleman Joined Mr. Robertson In the 
banking hakes*. Mr. Coleman was succeeded 
by Mr. Starr. Robertson & Starr were suc- 
oeeded by The Wtaaebego National Bank, which 
b now one of the leading banking tnSItuijccs of 
the city. 

Hen. Edward H. Baber was bore In Ferris* 
bwrg. Venaoal. April 5. 1828. and came to 
Rockford wttb hit ialber. In W. Baker, in 
, ;lWtou;Ba ke aedacasedat-Knos colege and 
Mto* cofcge at JitlrwMw. Ha preettewd 
towy^i Me trib e * to Mw . Jmcw Maato He 


Rritooy Coreposy mi w rietowi myor of 
K ttectt?tol86«aariaireedcaw3^ Mf.*Beter 
wee aw aritexKy oe Masurie writtwa, awi . 
-highly eew—.d hU*m lwmvtj2^AS39 .— 

•Varwwwt ha 1812. awd caaae ® Roc kford In 

«ftfc Shephard .Leach; and )M» carried m a 
* real erase towtoM whh Ua Mm. jotatS, 
a* |nier becanpaseeaterai the baektof tore.- 
at'Briggs. SpMford 4fc BretteM. whidi.'wee* 


died May 20.1873. Mre PreOeM downed the 
sue to Me You* Mee'a GhrWh®.AaeedMfoB 
wbarettt beawttfaibribftog aow'stands.^ ' 
•^Shepherd Leach came to Rockford hi 1838.- 
and acquired a toige anoeet ci landed property. 
He was highly rtspecsed. and was a reocessiur 
btskeas maa. He dtadJub-V. Mrs. 

Edgar E. Bertktt and Mrs. J. B. Whitehead 
are daughters.' 

WHiard Wheekr came from Upper Canada 
hi 1839. and was the second Unoer In the town. 
Ha hid the hour of being Rockford's first 
suyor, I* which capacity be served one year. 
He died April 24. 1878. 


Joel B. Potter was bora In Fairfield county, 
r^rtirai la 181Q. and came to Rockford In 
1839. He was one of Rockford'* eariy drug¬ 
gists. He died November 30. 1880, Mrs. 
Caroline A. Branee and Mrs. E. S. Gregory of 
Rockford, sod Mbs Fiances D. Potter of Chi¬ 
cago, are daughters. 

£. L. Herric k was bora In Andover, Massa- 
chusetts. September 30. 1820. and came to 
Rockford with his father. Elijah L, Herrick. In 
1833. HU wife was a former teacher In Rock¬ 
ford college. A daughter. Elisabeth L_. it 
"prefer* of Freocih'Bnguege and flfcrabseiT 
Romford ocdbge. A *smCM** E.. is to 

Ctocago, and mother soa. Frank J..U a member 

of the Orel of Bedwol Ik Herrick of this city. 

Charles H- Amo* Caton and John Spafferd 
are'three brothers whose hbtary b identical 

^M^HtoT^icab do* and recorder, was 
pwtodeet of the Rockford It Ken osha Railway 
Company. In company with hb brother John 
sad Johe Ha8. be bulh the Metropolitan Ball 
•ijfock. He also, with others. buOL what h now 
kwowa ae the Chick House block. He was a 


Ctark to Etta, and When .the bank went Into 
IkpkUtim. paid off the tobOttea, amowrttaf to 
845,000. He aided iergriy to the founding of 
Rockford «*«*. HamsrrtodMbe Abby 
Warraa to 1842, and had three chUdifn, Mrs. 
Carrie S. Brett. Mis. Charles H. Godfrey and 
Charto H. Spaflofd, Jr. He died la Septem¬ 
ber. 1892. 

Amo* Catlln Spafford was Interested In a 
sawtrdll on the water-power. In 1854 he be¬ 
came a member of the banking firm of Brigs?. 
Spafford to Penfleld. Upon the organization of 
the Third Nattooal Bank he became lb presi¬ 
dent which poritton he held thirty-three years, 
uotil hb dt?r>» Mr. Spitod was one of the 
cocnmbsfooert at the Centennial Esposlllon In 


Jchn Spafford was engaged (n farming, and 
in tiie grocery, grain and lumber trade. In 
1856 be was made toe general agent of toe 
Rockford to Kenosha Rahway Company. He 
...was president of toe Rock for d . Wire Wnrfc t- 
Company, and the Rockford Suspender Com¬ 
pany, and was* Interested to other Industrial, 
enterprises. He died December 5, 1897. 


Wit)lam, Frank, Charles and Julia, He died 
April II. 1886. - 

Eaomi Peake. Sr. , was a native of Herkimer, 
c ounty, Mew YoricTiind carae-to- Rea Mw d -to 


1839. Mr. Peake brought about tow thousand 
dollars fit cash with him. which was h isrgasum 
,of money In those early days. He was the first 




- William' Worthlsgion was born In Enfield, hsmessmaker- In Rockford. He built a two- 
, Connecticut, July 5,1813, and came to Rock- story brick building on toe comer of First and 
font In 1833. ' He .built a brick blacksmith State streets, for 51,500. Thb lot b now 
shop and'was toe* second blacksmith In toe city, occupied by toe Manufacturers Bank. In 1852 


first Institution of the kind on toe Ea?t Side. In which contained the first public hall in Rockford. 
1842. in company with Hoses D, SeSries, he .This block vis burned In 1857. Mr. Peake 
opened a drug store, which Is now known as the had twelve children, one of these being L. 
Worthington to Slade store. Hb children are Peake who now has a fine wholea^jyamess 
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business on Wesi State street Mr. Peake 8.1819. and came to Rockford in 1838.*. in 
— .dtert ,, November 8 . 1891, a g e d tog h# fea r year *; — 19 6 6 lie nyag ediir-thc-^boe business to owr-- 
WlUlaro Hahn was « satire <4 Salem. P“* »** *• U,e Danld ” ,B ’ but *°*? £?* 
Massachusetts, and seated In Rockton In 1838. Hb *® a W d ta 

A rprin g r~ fti M nrt hi i wnnifTt YWTrrinrii v busin ess with Duncan Fe rgus on, in 1S/4 he 
the Hullo, sprti^, He *»"»• to Rockford in was one of the organizers of the Forest City 
the early forties, and was elected a Justice of Insurance Company' and served as Its treasurer 
the peace. He served as clerk ol the county several years. He was an alderman from the 




R. H. TINKER’S SWISS'COTTAGE 

comfc*awumber of year*aud reslgaod from sixth ward tor f«ir years, and also » 

.Kt. aakf » faw days befo re Mi death, supervisor. He died February 26. 1899. 

which occurred December 10. 1869. Dr. Hoeu Horace Miler was bora In 1798. In 


North Mato street He was a thorough scholar tn 1839. ' He acquired a great deal 

and edited a work on school law. - ol ^ near the city, upon which be resided 

Harris Barnum. a son of Daniel Bamum, until 1861. when he removed to Rockford. He 
was bora to Danbury. Connecticut September was a member of the legislature in 1850 and 



ROCKFORD WATER WORKS **"' ” nk When# Spring *“ loca,ed - W» 

ROCKFORD WATER WORKS. ^ river . ^ #upp , y of ^ttr from this 

In 1875 and 1876. under the administration . spring-well proved to be Inadequate, and tn 1881 
of Robert H. Tinker and Levi Rhoades, It ‘ and 1882. under Mayor Crawford’s admlnistra- 
became apparent that the. best Interests .oUbe tlon, an effort was made to-lncrease this supply. -. 
city demanded efficient fire protection and an it was proposed to sink a huge well In the 

inhabitants. After a thorough canvass of the. which It was thought an adequate supply of 
matter by the council and the community In potable water could be obtained. Accordingly 
general, it was determined to establish a pump- a well, fifty feet in diameter and thirty feet In 
Ing station and to lay pipe mains through the depth, vas put down at a cost of about thirty 
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_ a'torge her one cost th« city $5,401.73, It was then 

competed to toe degree of disappointment Its puttw6~weBs down uhdtetihrtSlmctlwt-^trfnhr- 
tesnjts brought wtth It, Epidemics of diseases city authorities. 


"- ft a cgl i In I t M -BS B of 'S5c~CTter from wri t 

> which prowd to be a. veritable cesspool. 

. In 1883 Alfred Taggart was elected mayor, 
end to him to due much of toe credit for the 
•development of the present superior water 
System of Rockford. ' He planne d for fut ure 
-deeds sis wteB'as for present necessity, sod 
.. results demonstrate the wisdom and. good 
J«%«**A* *a*mteed Jov. fee m**!*J* Jhe.cfty._ 
The possSMty of obtaining aa aefsfengsqppiy 
of pore artesian eater, was to torn a rutty, 
Ha c ou nted Professor Cfcaofemtoto. an tsrri- 
aent geologist and rehaffe watery ongpclcftol 
matters. Us regard to the feasfcfltty of hto project 
and eras assured feat there was no doubt as to 


the water from one of which was turned into the 
pumping pit that year. At the end of the fiscal 
year 1886, four wells had been sunk and the 
water turned Into th e pumping pit At the end_. 
of the year 1888 five veto had been completed. 

_ JMeli number one is 1,530 feet deep and 
cost $5,401.73. Number two to 1,320feet deep '' 
and cost $336245,. Number three to 2.000 feet 
deep and coat $4257.84. Number four to 1400 
W deep and cud $2.151^fetoNumbar lira to~ 
1479 feat deepsmd coawJSlei., ‘Conduit 
and s wrrtne coat 56.42.438. K 

la 1897 a fbn for tocmslng the water 
supply was datfsed by D. W. Meed, which was 
adapted by fea axmelL The plan was to sink 


action secured rtrsbleJiyJiuf^oBtrac.'tor,,or to sink new ones. 

A coartact was made to ft J. F. Grey of > th e bottom of this shaft, for 

- Jefferson, Cook coucty. fiiinoto. to staiTastx- wWch fen was to twaflre $52,00040: Eor this 
tech wo*, which when completed, gm a flow of' fee contractor guaranteed a flow of not less.than 
I sto-temdradgailoos per minute. The tore of 5400.000 gsfcu of water daily.. A provision 


thee gave a flow of tight hundred gaBore pet' 
****** The water from this writ was tensed 
inao thc pnmp l a g pit in December. »885, and it 


of water every twenty-four bom. 

This well to denoted as number one and Is 
1420 feet in depth, and takes water from, fee 
’ Potsdam formation. In Its descent It passes 
11 through 125 feet of drift, thirty feet of Trenton 
Kme stone. 225 feet of St Peter's sand stone. 
105 feet lower magnate tone stone, and 1,035 
feet of different formations of Potsdam sand 
stone. An analysis of tbewrierwas made by 
Fret Erastus G. Smith of Beloit ooflege. which 
shows It to be a superior potato* water His 
report s&am the wafer to contain a ttry smal 
p er ce rr cf sufr t ules a n d ih ta Ues e f po fesslu m- 
and sodium, a larger per cant of carbonate of 
calcium and magnesium, and very small fractions 
“ofiSimlha. ferric oxide and silica. Well num-~ 


$2400 If fee supply of water reached p dally 
capacity of7,000,000gaBoos of water. A to tar 

• contract provided far a tunnel coonestton wife 
.well, jxa&bef . two. lor. fee addlttooal sum of 
_$3,721.- After vexatious delays and fee sur- ; 
moenting of uniooked for difficulties, the work- 
was completed in 1898. Three tests were 
made as to fee capacity of fee new system, 
which were deemed satisfactory, and Mr. Mead 
was awarded the entire sum stipulated In fee 
severs] contracts, which aggregated $58421. 

ROCKFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Before fee establishment of fee present' 
splendid library to which fee people of Rockford* 
have had free recourse for a number of^rdu? 
several unsuccessful, attempts were made to 
-provide the peopie-wlth desirable literature, by 
Individual enterprise. 

' As early as 1852 the matter of establishing 
a public library was taken up and received 
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strong support, especially by a temperance dollars were paid per share upon fee formation 
organization known as the Sinn toiled Division of the company, and fee hal a nr a I n Intlallm e nl Sr- 


Rockford, it surre ndered Ito charter^ » dollars of this stock ha d hrrn ■nihvrlhrrl fry, and 
-temperance organtzatloa-aad- .. 


never materialized. " perry, Sekfen M, Church. Ellas Gosper and 

The Young Men's Association made an Thomas D. Robertson were “elected trustees. 
-ef f o rt I n 1 8 55 t o secu re fee hooks belonging to F. M. Bradley was appointed librarian. Library 



fee Temperance organization, and to establish a rooms were secured over Rob ertson, Coleman 

library and reading room, .but this effort was & Company’s bank. About one thousand excels 

not successful. ’ lent bocks, were ptprchased and subscriptions 

In 1857 a well organized effort was made placed for a number of papers and magazines, 
by several public spirited cltlrelrunsresIabltshV DuHng'lh'e riejtf tvoyearsaddlirons of books' 
, public library, A stock company was Incorpor- ' were made to' the number of several hundred, 

a ted under the general tows of the state, and The library was liberally patro nized for several 

stock at fifty dollars per share was Issued. Ten years, but when the Civil war came on, public 















ROCKFORD 


thought vu Jumed to olher aad more stirring A committee of three was appointed to select 



business la 1865. Hoc. Robert H. Tinker has July. 1872. 

seteS^lJ^55oler&^I^^ —~JQ9 3071STZ £ puNta T4CeplIfi?TVin<6ld~ 

others are In the present, public library. la the library rooms which had been nicely 

No further effort vas made to establish a reflalshed for the reception of the library. Upon 
public library until after the enactment of a law jhe above date Miss Mary E. Rankin was ap- 
by to# legislatore la 1872, providing for"®# points ten^wary librarian by the board of 
' support rfpubBC libraries byTaxaflonr'—‘ directors. 


Early Is the spring of 1872 a petition to toe September 9, 1872. the first rules and by- 
city council was. dreubtei- aad_nunwm*rs3y faro for aw ««trol of the 

resx^oKfew of an act passed by the stale Seglxta- September 2. 1872. Thomas M. Itatto was 
toa and asaS* efieettv* Man*7,1872. granting apprfjsioa; Kbrarian ai a sslary of 5450 per year, 
toe right to cities, loaxparsfcd towns and Ust declined the appointment, and ai toe neat 
towmfc^s, to estebtab and maintain public meeting of the board, September 9.1872, W, 
Sbrarfesaad reading rooms, by votings tax for L. Rowland was appointed librarian at a salary 
thi s purpose,, __ __ __ _ ofjoiff d oBara a n* »th.jffieh was accep ted_ 

" "acted apba by ajTo«dtnance' passk by* toe ibriy - fond"Imported tite cojSectSn of 
couodlind approved June 17. 1872. Theorsti- *3,933.11. which was used for toe jWcMse of 
n anc e p r w rtd e d tote a»- ind * teete > w -tor- dfabliity—bocks; toe~paymantuf rent snd a»re»£kJ$ensei 
5ik3uM.be. Incurred against toe city until after . xt* &&<. WaEacii btoc£**xiproved 
March t. 8873. • _ to t» Inadequate far to® owls of too Mmry and 


toe tekptkn of toevwdtoaace.antoortdng toe 
^•.MiArTMjni rl a oubffo Hbrtrr and readlat.-ootn 
in ft* dty of Itoddord. nominated toe foilowtag 
Arsons hrcoBStStute the flrsi board of directors; 
Mebnetot* Stare. Ettas Ceaper. & C-Withrow/ ‘ 
D. S. Clark. Rev. Frank F. Woodbury. Rev. - 
Henry C. MabMs. N. C. Thompson. James G. 
Knapp and Charles L. Williams, which nomina¬ 
tion were promptly confirmed by the council. 

June 24.1872. the library board of directors 
held Its first meeting to the couhctl rooms and 
organized by electing N. C. Thompson, pres¬ 
ident. Rev. Frank P. Woodbury, vice-presidei*. 
and Etas Carper, secretary. A re ao to t i o n was ' 
ytnf i at this meeting/by which a committee . 
was a nv*«t«4 to prepare an address to toe 
people of the dty. cadH^^'*** 2 ^ financial 
aidwtto which to proceed at once taihe work 
or a public library. The address 

proposed that from *5.000 to 510.000 be 
subscribed. 


more suitable quarters were aougm alter, ine 
Committee appointed for this purpose succeeded 
In securing a tan year lease (or toe second floor 
of toe oU poStafllce block, at the west ead of 
.toe bridge, of Messrs,Church. Robertson and 
Emerson, to be to effect July 1, 1876, at a 
rental of 5500 per year. The expenditure of 
considerable money was necessary for the reflt- 
tiigj and furnishing of these new quarter^ The 
library was dosed June 28.1876. for the purpose 
of removal to Its new quarters, and was reopened 
to the public cariy to July,, since which time It 
has been open every day to the year. 

At tbe end of the fiscal year, 1872. the 
library contained 2,815 volumes, about one half 
of which were donated, and had cost 51.773.11 

Since 1896 the, rental of the library rooms 
has been 5900 per year. 

One of the most notable events In the history 
‘of. the Rockford public Library, Is the munifi¬ 
cent gift of 570,000 by Mr, Andrew Carnegie of 
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New York, who has proved himself to be the far as Ihe maintenance of the library was con- 


greatest library builder the world has ever seen. 

The library' board, through one of Its 
members. Prof. 0. F. Barbour, opened corres- 


ccmed. and to provide funds for the purchase of 
a as man as they could be made available. 
Public spirit and civic pride afonce manl- 


soilcltlng his Interest In making provision for a secure a suitable siie-f or—the library building. 

---sulUblwKbrary huild!ng-!ft- Rockford.—This cor—-A-tplri t-efstrong rivalry between the East and 

respondence resulted lii the receipt of a letter West sides of the river soon developed as to 



RESIDENCE OF RALPH EMERSON\ 


from Mr. Carnegie, under date of March 6. which side should secure the location. Various 

1901. proposing to give 560,000 with which to sites were proposed, among which were what 

erect a building, provided that the city furnish a were designated as the Gas site, toe Gill site, 

suitable site and agree to 'maintain the library the Rood site and the'O'Connor site. The Gas 
at a cost ttt not less than 58,000 a year. site was purchased by subscription for 511.000. 

March II, 1901, the city council passed a and offered to the council as a free site, 

resolution accepting the gift of Mr. Carnegie After much acrimonious and bitter conten- 

and complying wlth^the conditions Imposed, so (Ion between the people on opposite sides of the 
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river, the Gas rite, on the West ride, was tfon b J156.528.36. The library property as 
accepted by the couadl January 13,1902. It now stands represents an Investment ot 

Bfodfey fc Carpenter, Rocklprd archltects. 5237,528.36. __ 

.1 ^ to, rtu. hnimnr mrvUha.ca n-- W»UUm Leonard R owland, who w^ ap- 

—tnetfor It s cu u tr ucU e a w as l e t to SeptembeFg Z. 

Work or.- -VOi.** tb* posi t ion coaB M oa^y^ 


the season of 1902. The structure to an lm- 


work to d>e Bpbriadtof and success of the Rock- 


port- edfflce, of classical architecture, and ford Pubhc Ubc«y. Hb death occurred Sep- 
wouid be recognized as a library building by a texnber 27,19°0 »nd hb V» to the institution 
JV to keenly felt. The death of Mr. Rowland and 

to on the main floor, the mu^ ^oi Mr.^Crtny are yHy 

hi tressuwl to the yean to coojp, benefactors to 

^*^^j*«** P- Hubbel succeeded Mr. 
in i«L-aomc,rt-dy .tans and ref- Rowland as Maarian. which poritloo rite now 
w wraMsrtr bt tbs basement to the ch«d- Ms with gnlllytag srceess. 

ESSCES ?£*£££ ROCKFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT, 

floor Is the director's room, art room, lecture • On* of the mart Important municipal depart- 


'iitfiiiiioimi auw othnrsthst *01 be uMzsd la its eatfler hWory the city wasdepehdeanip- 
lor*«toa*pwpoasL oca vahmUm aerates for this protection, and 

Th a | fr fte H* Rtwr p aA mi Us# .WS. ryoa prtmtBra app«talaa.laiheJiutter.pijppB-. 
^ llmri Had on the west, coo- aoces. Tha department was organized under 

jdhltt—,wMk than, owe of tha-mcat beauUful the direct** aed cootrof of toe city authorities. 


• . * J ? > *' ^ vndort^hf by tha brgseixaiioo. Mem- 

of JWjDOOjOO wort! wot comple** aadbearttfy ben were tetttoSed upon the,p.ym«ri of a fee 
_ deriml. awl Mayor Hutchins, and ware subfect to a ft— for the Infraction of 
ihra^h netvafe correspoirfenc* wtth Mr. Car- the rales adopted. A chief and assistant engl- 
Kwto. aeowed a tether donation of 5 f 01X0.00. neers were elected, who hsld these ofllces for 
ZZZrZai one year. Tbs sufuseseraarelcawas orgaalyod 

Tbk tottl cost of the bottdiec aad grounds to 1855. wtth Edward F. W. Etta - chief rttf- 
tiS81.000.ca The Bbrary to ores of the fines: neer. During the' years foBowinf the H»e of 
En the state an) one of which the people of the oijt*ntatk» efthepald department to 1880, 
Rnckfcnl-even mood. Its establishment to the fodowtag peraoos served as chief engineers: 
.tt^^TvSTof effort, sacrifice and Samuel L CMsrcb. one ydar; M. A. Barnett, one 
lTort-rf. ™agntad the year; Howani D. Frori. three yeata; A. G. 
Srtrt*ockfofd » eatabBshapubliclibrary Springs*** two yean; Goria S-^eb 
as brtw omitortoaa and was wStag to soppfo* year. Cshrin Ford, one year; Charley S. JeUer- 
mnsttlMai br the »V« M Wn«< of * large sum of so* one year; S. .A. Granger, one_ year; 

At *o begtantag of 1903. the bbrary James F. Hough, nine years; James Chalmers. 
oBtataied 39JOOO votanes which found a place one yean John T. Lakin. two ye»is;and Charies 
in'tfie ww bbrary building. The total expendl- Cavanaugh, one year. 

f *!, 0 JZ?tactaTperiodlcab. papers and During the first few years, the department 
^J^^rincetite fomtogrf the tastttu- depended upon four diminutive engines with 
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which to battle with the lire monster. Its water were assistant engineers. There were five hose 
supply was obtained from the creek, river and companies and one hook and ladder company 
wells. Later on, these pony engines were dis- with* total of 114 men. The apparatus co - 
‘posed of-and three hand -erarlnas-cf. a-hrger-risted-o f-oi^^ cartoons 
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still there. Another cistern was put In on the 
East side on Second street. This has been filled 
up. These cisterns were filled by pumping water 
from the river and . were used until the Install¬ 
ment of the water works In 1875-6. A report 
of 1880 shows that the fire department's total 
expense to the city was 51.845.93, and the prop¬ 
erty owned by the city In this department, was 
valued at 513,760.00. J. F. Hough was chief 
eigineer, and V/. B. Wood and Wm. Holmes 


STREET 

In 1880, under Mayor Wilkins' administra¬ 
tion, It was proposed to organize a paid fire 
department, which proposition was accomplished 
In 1881. under Mayor Crawford,'s administration. 
John f T Lakin was appointed fire marshal and 
Thomas W. Griffin assistant. In the- distribu¬ 
tion of the department.' hook arid ladder com¬ 
pany, East side had three men; hose company, 
West side, had seven men; hose company, 
South' side, had six men; and hose company, 












East side, had lour men; nubr* a total of 5131457.71; No. 3, at 314,481.06; No. 4, at 
nineteen paid men. Besides Omm there wi 514392.73; nod the equipment of No. 5. at 
a Hsantsf of auxiliary or call men. connected 52.141.30; making a total vahie of real estate 
with each station. The fetal- eipeMe-of -fee---aa d -ey>lpmetfc^>f-3?23&9.6».—The force fe; 


From flw Mine of fe e orgaata ttocof feapald salaries amount ed to 319350.93.' 
firs fegnmneat, fe e dtyhfagradusi y Increased ~ The total eap eoM o f mainte nance of the 
fee efficiency of Its system of ftro^proteettoe department was $28,634.14; This sum In- 
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much to say that the Rockford (ire department 
is one of the most- efficient, well disciplined 
and reliable organizations for this purpose in 

"efficiency adds largely to real estate~V«ues-on- 
account of fe e protecti on It affords. The city 
Iras expended since 1880, $408^68.98 (n the 
equipment and maintenance of Its fire depart¬ 
ment If the exact figures could be obtained 
for the previous years the total sum would reach 
nearly half a million of doDaivthat has been 
expended by the clty jir its fire protection. 

ROCKFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

_The Rockford P olice Department Is one’ of 

fee best la fee country. It Is a model In Its dls- 
dpUw and Its personnel—from chief to patrol¬ 
men, Its membership la made ap of Intelligent 
representative men. who take great pride in 
-maintaining fee enviable reputation of the city 
(or Its good order, progress and refinement 


from. Every mm on fee force la a good defec¬ 
tive and la always alert In the discharge of his 
dutfe*T'"Tfe"tEfi4Cfef'of'fee 'pbflee'rdrce Is 
such as tn p revent fee 'commission of crime In 
Rockford H » very large degree. > 

the intabttthment bf-tbo police force in 
Rockford,!* c6*xistent wife Its history as' a vil-. 
lage. wtar fee peace and good order of the 
municipality was placed In fee keeping of one 
man. designated at police constable and when 
fee town acquired tb* distinction of befog a city. 
Its peace officer was known as toe police mar¬ 
shal John Ftatt had the honor of first serving 
In this capacity, being appointed to tola office In 
1852. and served one year. He was succeeded 
by Willard Wheeler to 1853, who also , served 
one year. In 1854, John Travis was appointed 
and served one year. He was succeeded by 
James Dame, who also served one year. In 
1856. Ira Barker was appointed and served one 
year. He was succeeded by W. P. Dennis and 
J. E. Lanjion, who filled this office In 1857. In 
1858. E.C. Roberts filled this office. In 1859 
two different marshals again did duty. These 
were M. J. Upright, who was afterward elected 
sheriff of the county to fill toe vacancy occa¬ 


sioned by the deith of Sheriff John F. Taylor, 
who was killed by Alfred Countryman. Nov. 11. 
1856, and M. H. Regan. In i860. A. J. Pen- 

ap po in te d In 10 6 1, and ser ve d two y e S ra:- ^ In—— 
1 863. three dlfferentj>ersons filled the office, 

These ware John Fisher. M. j. Upright and_ 

Jeremiah 'Mosher, ‘' In'l864. the' office was 
filled by G. V. Carr and James Dame; James 
Dame continued through 1865. In 186£u. 
Thomas Sully was appointed and 9c*v*d con¬ 
tinuously fourteen years. In 1880, P. A. Coon- 
radt was appointed by Mayor WULfor,and served 
one year. In 1881, Thomas Suiiy -was again 
appointed by Mayor Crawford and served four 
year*. - J» 1885. A. W. Webb was appointed 
by Mayor Taggart and served six yesrs. In 
1891, E. L. Tisdale was appointed fr Mayor 
Starr and served three years, In 1894, A. E, 
Bsrgreri was appointed by Mayor Hutchins, 
which office he has since continuously held, it 
will be seen tost the city has had In Its cmplov 


nineteen different mMaFttarheed-aHtS poHee- - 
department Those longest In service have been 
Marshals.Sully and Bargren. There la no doubt 
■ but tfiarwetr ow of feeM-ehitf-otficdn'W - '''' 
a capable man and efficient officer. Chief SuDy's 

- admi n istrat i on w as a artabta one . an rith arpe ac e- 

and well being of toe city was carefully looked 
after. Chief Bargren, the present, head of the 
police department, has achieved remarkable, 
success. He Is a fine disciplinarian, la highly 
respected by his subordinates and the people, Is 
a perfect gentleman, and a terror to evil doers. > 

He Is possessed of all toe better characteristics 
and higher qualifies that go to make up a leader 
and elliclont oillcer. The police department 
has been gradually Increased from' a force of one 
' man to that of twenty-one, distributed as follows: 

One marshal, one assistant marshal, two petrol' 
drivers, twelve patrolmen, one jailer, four mer¬ 
chant police and one sanitary police officer. 

Extra police are put on the force upon special 
occasions' and are under the control of the chief. ■ 
The department has two stations and la- 
equipped with all toe necessary paraphernalia 
necessary to make It efficient, and Is valued at 
$1,824.00, , 
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Recently the GameveB Telegraph Alarm The police department was jplaced In the 
system has been installed at a cost oi52.500.00. civil service list by popular vote at the munici- 
Elgbt boxes are now tn use and others can be pal election o< 1903. and the time ot service of 
connectedthey_ may be required. Rve each member ol the force Is now indicated by 

Wrvro*sfripesr--~Thi personnel and-tlme-oiser— 
with police headquarters, and are thus enabled vice'oT the presenTTorce TdlJows: A~Er~Bir :r 
19 ealtasststanos ar ariy mo ment- --- marshal,thirteenyears: M. B. Lltile.assB-. 



RESIDSNCe’ oF JOHN H. SHERRATT 


The cost ol malrnenmca far toe year 1902 »am marshal. WteenyeaistU.H.GehteB.thlrt^ 
was'S15.937-00. Data* the year 1902.1180 years; F. A- Daniels, twelve years; Okt Erick- 
wem madTrLaiw for nriooa *». twelve years; j. T. MeGmhaa. eight years; 
among which were 355 for drunken- John Cavanaugh, eight yean; Philip Quinn. 

ness, 215 tor drunk sad disorderly, for abrae lour yean; Home/ Read, eight years; Charles 
Jtmfly 19 lor ftfm^anTw «£vagrancy. Cavanaugh, two yean: J. A. Olson, tvm yean; 
ThgrermUnlng 7 0 r wg fe tot th e fl ommtoto.of Charin J-. S^twaje^H. Co^n. two 

2<w!3erof67diBSS^^ 

The list of classified offenses ascfoers 72. year. Gus Stewart, one year, D. C. Chandler. 


twenty-three yean; P. j.~Su Wvi n;',' j 6 yean; gather, and do adopt for the government of this 
John Grans, slxteenyears; Dennis Dwyer, four- association the following constitution and by¬ 
teen yean;, and C. E. Peterson and Frank Bur- laws." 





ford, when Arthur H, Frost was elected to this „ „ Atthlsmeetlng. Dr. E. P. Caiiln waselscttd 
office, which he held six yean. • president. Dr. S. A. Austin vice-president, and 

Judge Frost executed the duties of his office Dr H> w . Tibbetts sedretwy. The names of 
with signal success and marked ability. He phy,,^ enrolled at this time, follow: 
was succeeded byJedgeL. L. Morrison In 1887; Drs , R , P> ung, c< H , Richlngs.G. W. Rohr, 
who has served cootlnuously since. Judge Mor- p ftr> TT Ri^Mny. q p i ^t r u jyj, 
-risoc.xtortn^ httTlfW^ySn 'of service, has wuilams. L. Tlbbets. W. L. Ransom, a’ 
made an ideal maglstrataandhls'edmlnlstratlon M Catilni D s Clwk; c , w Goddard, I wto i* 


Just and fair administration of the office makes 
It essential that toe presiding Judge should be 
possessed of superior legal talent and a weU bal¬ 
anced Judicial mind. ' These—Judge Morrison 
'has In a marked degree. 

Since Rockford became a city, it has ex- 

fectfc*. Doubtless IHsIhsi'B^'e'JMlcBST 
'expenditure as the city has maintained a high 
reputation abroad as being qtw where good order 
prevails and property and life are secure. 


ander Macintosh. F. ,H Kimball. J. E. Allabert. 

E. R. Smith, E. N. Huntly. W. H: Fitch, E. E. 
Oder. L. A. Clark. F. A. Jordan and V/. B. 
Rodgers The Ust of members was revised In 
1901, and Is now as follows; Dns. George L. 
Winn, T. N. Miller. W. R. Filler, L. Tibbetts. 

Henry Rlchlngs. J. E. Allaben. F. W. Calkins. 
W. H.Fitch. F. H. Kimball, W. B. Heim. Daniel 
Uchty, F. U Marktoyr-R^Er^oyrF.~J-Weldr*~ 
R. Sager. G. W. Rohr. E. p. Catlln. S. R. 


~-Tr=— , SOCIETY. 

The Winnebago County Medical Society 
was original ly -org a ni s ed In 1851, but owing to 
a lack of Interest and attention of Its members. 
It was allowed to lapse. In 1851, the profession 
felt the need of concerted action, and the matter 
was taken up and a re-organUatlon was effected. 
A meeting was held In the council rooms, at 
which officers were elected and by-laws and 
constitution adopted, October 18, 1881. 

. The folio wing preamble sets forth the object 
of organization: "The undersigned physicians 
of Winnebago County, for the purpose oi culti¬ 
vating those graces and good quail ties, which 
adorn the profession of medicine and' for toe 
purpose of mutual Improvement in all that per¬ 
tains to the science of and practice of medicine 
and surgery, .do hereby aasoclato themsclyfs. t«b_ 


Anidru*,, C.' W. Moyer, Albert G»en, J, H* 
Frost. Clinton Helm. Penn. W-‘ Ransom. S. C, 
Leland,. W, E. Park, G, W. Haines. H. A. . 
Stalker David Pennlman.’ C t L Sutherland. A, 

C. Eakto. R. F, CtUett. ,1. E. Tulte, Jalba John¬ 
son, W P. Woodard. R«y P. Williams. S. V. 
Romlg, R. G. W. KSnii-r, 0- & Henderson. 
Emil Lofgren, Charles R. R. w. Mc- 

Ennes. E, J. Clark, \V. W. Crockett. Charles 
S. Winn, G. A- Howard, aqd J. E. Haugbey. 

By vlrtua'ol membership in toe cauniy or-* 
gardzation. one becomes a member of toe State 
Medical Society. This Is a recent anwsgement. 
and Is of great benefit to the local society, 

The present officers of the county organize- <• 
tlon are Dr. T. N. MIUer president; Dr, Charles 
S Winn, secretary and treasurer.. Meetings - 
are held on the second Tuesday evening of each 
.month.— __________,__ 













ROCKFORD CITY HOSPITAL, 


____ . _ William Lathrop. N. C. Thompson. William 

, Z- Rr*u*. Tbour Muntbe, R. P. Lane. B. F. 

^ Butte rworth, F rances j,Pri 9 g._ 

Society to the M of" 1683. for the purpo se ot llne ^ Etnerao n - ___ 



RESIDENCE OF .JEREMIAH DAVIS 


^foTstata foraoch hospital. Apptfcalloo was 
^■ru jgf a, ccrSficalsof organlaflnc whidrwas 
c^ty panted December 15. 1883. The name 
©f the corporation was the Rockford H capital 
Aasocfoifocu and the incorporators were Azro E- 


r>wt-in. SflaaA. Austin. Frank H. Kimball. 
F. K. Hll. Lemuel Tibbetts, and Thomas -G. 


January 29. 1884, a temporary organization 
•as formed by Meeting William Brown chair- 
saan, and W.A. Talcott secretary and treasurer 
of the board of trustees. A constitution and 
by-laws were adapted April 8. 1884, and the 
following officers elected: William Brown, presl- 
Mrs. Jane G. Wilkins, vice-president; and 
"W. A. Talcott. secretary andtreasurer. 
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The present hospital site was purchased of time of his death, which occurred In Palestine, 
Dr. W. H. Fitch, June 21, 1884. for S6.S00.C0. December 19. 1901. • The success of the fn- 
The site wa3 fully paid for ami a deed bearing stltutfon Is In large measure due toJds libera!- 
date of July 1,1885. received. Ity and untiring effort His son, Walt Talcott. 

__-_April II. 1885. Chester Butt anmrih «^fod-to- toe-posltton-so alfy filled lytitl" 

the death of his father, who died In Ashyfflo. N. holds. 

C.,Aprll5; 1885. The hospital was opened for During the ye a r 1902,506 patients were re -. 
pattent5-Gctober't7~t885; Dr. S. A. Austin solved for treatment. The receipts'from all 
and F. H. Kimball were the first attending phy- sources during 18 yean,have been $244,417-26. 
slclan and surgeon, respectively. Dr*. R. P, ami the expenditures $224,676.28. leaving a bal- 
Lane and D. S. Clark were the fir st consulting an ce of SI9.73 8.98, The largest contrlbu- 
physician, and DtST W. H. Rich and Henry ’ ttaa to. the hospital fund was from th« estate . 
= -RIcHi«s toe firtf consulting surgeons. of .Horatio . Stone, which was $27.00000; 

Mrs. MarU^ Smith was the first outran th® seat largest Is from W. A. Talcott and 
of the hospital and served until March 28,190 0. < ata^$12JXK>.00; andA- D- Ffl^ aiyi family— 
SI0.W0.0a Several othwrs feava contributed 
tabllshed In the churches October-10. 1885, by fmm 52.400.lX) to S5.000.00. • A fine new 
resolution of the hospital trustees, which has buUdlng Is being erected, fitted with modem ap- - 
since been maintained with a very liberal spirit, pi lances and perfectly fire-proof, which will cost 
The first patient was received October 10.1885. about S50.000.00. 

In 1888, steps.were taken to provide a per- 

man ent fund for the maintenance of the' fowpifai . s .Tv. ANTHONY. HOSPITAL. .... _ 

and tire report for 1893.-^towrttar$43356;i7-ThS^^sity of apaWlc hospital, tocaied on ' 

had been placed In this fund.- ^ the cast side of the river, where the majority of 

A training scho ol for nurses. In c onnection the people_qf.the, city nog. reside, .had.boea... 
IrUlnhe hOspitarwseslablShed JulyTSTTSSe. keenly felt for several years.' After conslder- 
. In 1901, Mrs. Adaline E. Emerson, In memory abte-lnoulrv a* to hnv -.-h ... __u - 


« ner son. ruipu fcmerjon, Jr., deceased, con-. best be ..carried on. the Franciscan Sisters, of* 
trtouted toe funds for an addition to the hospital Peoria.-consented to take chirgeot toe-hospIUL- . 
for an operating room and office, which coat Through the efforts of the late William 
SI -333.66—this • addition was opened March 6. Crotty. the present site of St. Anthony’s hwpl- 

iaa t:r ~ Z . .* . tol was purchased from the ‘late * Leonard 

William Brown served as president from Schmauss estate for $12,000.00. The house 
18&4 to 1686. William Lathrop from 1886 to upon the site being large and conveniently ar- 
1887, Horatio Stone from 1887 to January 29, ranged for the purpose, was utilized for a hospl- 
1896- when his death occurred, William Uth- tal building. The Sisters'took charge of the 
rop was elected to fill toe vacancy caused, by - hospital July I. 1899, 
the death o| Mr. Stone, which office he has The present fine edifice was built In 1902 
held continuously since. at a cost of S40.000.00. and wis‘dedicated by 

. Lizzie C. Glenn was appointed as general Archbishop Quigley. March 29. 1903. The 
superintendent of nurses and training school, building contains 60 beds, and Is In charge of 
March 23, 1900:* She resigned April 6. 1901. eleven Sisters with two assistants. The bulld- 
and Miss Flora B. Patch was appointed In her tng is equipped with modem hospital appliances 
stead. Miss Patch resigned November 1.1902. and-Is fully up-to-date In all respects, ftsloca- 
and Miss Alma M. Barter received the appoint- tlon upon a beautiful elevation on State 
ment, which position she now holds. street, gives it a consplculty not enloved bv 

treas-.„otoer^UcJjulldlBgs 1nlh^»y^ft^«jjTound-— 
urer of the hospital from Its Inception to the tags are such as to make Its location most de- 
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stnbte tor the purpose Intended. Among those Miss Franc* Bradford also taught school In 
who were large!? Instrumental In establishing a log cabin In 1837. 
this beautifulhoapltal were Dr. A. J. Markley. The early schools were 
d BeMdere. Dr. J. E. Allaben. and Dr. Paul It Is probable that there was a f ^ ^ 
..UuUeU.AMlsm.. They were not only each sided the river. The l J^ C S *°g 

w-AwvWgfo erstn a lipa seot-wayrbut-devoted—on the east side ol the river was ta ge y . - 

-Gr OT 1» .M3- P,b. K « - 



RESIDENCE OF WILL BARNES 


enrJCFORD SCHOOLS this time, and up to the enactment of the free 

ROCKFORD SCH school law by the legislature, in'1855. were paid 

The first achoo* to Rockford was taught by . a rat e bllL After the free school law went 
Miss Ewtee Brow, In a log house wife an earth ^ ^ public schools Immediately took 

floor, oe the sited UO Sooth qq a rapid growth, and have continued to lm- 

Jdy, 1837. In 1838, the same teacher taught ^ ^ ^ ^ f8nest school system In 

to a building that' was located on thp present 

court bouse square. Miss- Brown ( ^ , ordlnance for the City of 

married J. G. Lycmjnd nstfed on a fam, h, * me council June 20 . 

the township d Rockton, whe re she 
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districts, No 1 on the East side and No. 2 "on of the new ones. When this Is included the 
the West side. sum will reach fully $ 500,000 00. 

George Haskell. A. S. Miller and Jason The cost ol maintenance, of the schools In- 
Marsh constituted the first board of school in- creases annually with the growth of the city, 
spectors^ The appropriation for this purpose for the 

-ln-Decemberrl85Srarfease-trf-the-basement y ear 4903 ~ts~$105; 637:20._--—— 

—onhe" First Baptist chu"rcfi"warpurchised of Following Is a summary showing the date 
A. W. Freeman for school purposes, • on the and cost of construction -of the • several school 

. .West-side,-and-. M r„ -Erccman-was-ciigagad. as—.buildings- In-thfr-ciiy.---—----- 

teacher at a salary of $899 per year. The old name. date, cost. 

court house on the East side was leased ahd~"Fflgfi School, 1085 $92,145.97 

Mr. H. Sabin employed as teacher. July 27. Lincoln School. 1857 35.000.00 

I,855, the site where-the Adams school (now Freeman School, 1857 40,000.00. . 

thr Frrrmj a yh nnl) nnrrrtanrfi v irpitr-—KentBchootr" 1858 20,000-00 

chased d Sotomffwheelef.'andTSbntracTfor" Hah School. 1866 30,000.00 o 

the construction d a school building .upon the’ Wight School, 1089 20,000.00• . 


April 28, 1856, a contract was let for the erect- Montague School, 1883-92 20,700.(50 

ton d a school building on the present site d GarrisoiLSchool, 1887-92 18.00000 

the, Lincoln school. Both -of these buildings Church School. 1894 20,000.00 

were completed and dedicated August‘l4,1857. Klshwaukee School. 1896 30.000.00 

These two district schools constituted the educa- Nelson School, 1881 4,000.00 


ttonal centers for the children or the city down,' Marsh School. - 
school district with one hlgh school. ' ~HaskeirSphooT" 


1872 5.000.00 

—-1599—-28.385.49- 

(874 6,00000” 


The prtnclpais d District No. I.were Orlan- Ellis School. 1868 ~ 4.000.00 


retaining his position from 1859 fo 1800. when- 
he resigned. He was succeeded by'Prd. Mc- 


Jflaklng a total of 
orasentinzlhiiire: 


$416,820.20 

.value of the city vJinnl_ 


Phenon, who continued until the district was - 
... abolished In 1884. -The principals for District 
No. 2 were George G. Lyon,' E.- M- Femald. E. 

-N. W elter. J. H. Blodgett and W„W.-Stetson-.. 

The building of the Kent school took place 
shortly after those on the East and West sides, 
and Prof. O. F.~ Barbour-has- been its principal 
for most d the time since its inception, receiv¬ 
ing hts appointment In 1866. 

The city schools are under the management 
' of a board d five school Inspectors appointed by' 
the mayor, with a city school ‘superintendent 
At the beginning of the year 1903 the city 
* schools number seventeen, all moc[pm buildings/ 
ami supplied with the latest and most approved 
' appliances, the total cost of which Is $416,- 
820.20. This includes the cost of the several 
sites, the construction and equipment d the 
buildings, but does not Include the cost of the 


property.' 

The total cost of maintenance bf this schools 
of the city, from their establishment, can be 
-ascertained only by careful estimates-and com¬ 
parisons. which show an Investment of 51,606.- 
500.00. Including the value of school property 
the grand total is $2,023,320.20. 

SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS' MEMORIAL 
HALL. ' K 

The legislature of the State of Illinois made 
an appropriation for the building of a Soldiers' 
Home, in 1885, and appointed a Board of Com¬ 
missioners to select a site for Its location. 

At the July session of the Board of Super¬ 
visors of Winnebago: county, a committee con¬ 
sisting of Chairman E. J. Veness, Robert Simp¬ 
son and S. W. Jones for the board, and Col. T. 
G. Lawler. Geo. S. Haskell and 'C. C. Jones for 
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blllty d locating the home In Winnebago county proposition to appropriate * Me * 

to the commissioners, but nothing was accom- mortal Hall was carri a e e -- 

At the May meettag.Supervtrer Simpson sub- 

The following year. 1886, at the March mined a rwoHrtlonprovidlng for the »»"***• 

. meeting of the Boardof Supervisors. Supervisor tlon as determined by foe vote 
'"John tJT Jaat^rc*i*ecatacflcat-lntrodnce^^.- Ojveccoant-of-a dtfferencetof sp' 

- WiiM tyw- m -a M/!rwuOv»ff n ff«mty monu - action on the resolution was — _ — . — - — — - 

farAe-buHdtog-of a Wumetago county. meting.. ^ ^ ? ^ d^ed. 





RESIDENCE OF HORACE BROWN 


Tie resolution made provision lor the ioca- 

Actionon the resolution was bid over one day. 
aad m the Interim the question arose as to 
a Memorial bwHdfrU would not be pre- 
ferable to a monument- Meantime N^rtus Post 
G. a. RL submitted a request asking the Beard 
to let the people rote as to which the memorial 
•*«*! be a monument or a halL This request 
' was Incorpor a ted In the onginaTre^O tm-The- 


Tbe memorial matter was not brought up 
again until the July session of 1898, when A. D. 
Early made a 0ea before the Board for action 
in this direction. Supervisor Osborne favored 
the plan, and Introduced a resolution providing 
for the appolntmert of a committee of five. In¬ 
cluding the chairman of the Board, to confer 
with a committee of citizens with a view of de¬ 
vising some plan lor securing a monument. 

—Th e reso htt ion-'was-adoptedrand-E-H, .Keeler^. 


ROCKFORD 


“ Kvig. I’eletsoit W.L.Qsbome and D. W. Sam- proposition to the voters of the county at the 
Ingham, with J -M. Rhodes, chairman, were November election of I90Q, .The members of 
made the committee. -Supervisor Van Alstyne Havlus Post aided In the matter, and th'e elec- 
moved that the Rockford City Council be asked tlon resulted In a hearty endorsement of the 
to appoint a committee of five to confer with measure. 

the B eard comm ittee, which carried, and the- _At th« rveamh et jneetlng-of-the-Board I n—~~ 

F-E^SterlingJokn. A_Bow- —!9<X>rthcTCSultrcLth6Titcciig)^^ ] 

man, M. A. Love. John A.'Nash and J. F. and Col. T. G. Lawler, with other G. A. R. men, 

—committee -- ^—. " appeared before tie Board and asked that a 1 

... .The Joint commtttae.moCaUh»-courv4wuse --Memnm)—mir'TnsfeaJ•'5ra~m5»Ufnent Be 
- August 13 r 1898, and organized by making F. erected. — V 

E- Sterling, chairman, urf E. H, Keeler, sec- Qn mo(|on 9 , A j LoveJoy , ; hs matter was 
., ... * '. .referred to a special committee to ascertain 

--After* thorough-dlscusslon-oOhejnatterJt—cosnjra^lte-arrtTcrcbtatirpfanrTor carrying" 

was deemed advisable, to present petitions to the QUt n,,, vlshes o( the voters, and to report at (he 
-Ta^Couhcn araibe-BoaHof Supervisors! Ac- next mMttci oftheL Board. The nest day. 

cordingty Manta were sent out over the county g a p c [T [ . 0 l Q 1 t,J^ n - . rr1-ttrit' the ttOtteTEe- 

_ iotfndorsement Whl^were unanimously signed. - walwSKto tRg-nexr meeting, and that a»m-' ' 


The committee favored the building of a hall. m|ttee ^ ^ t0 , nve stigate the • C/ 

- An adjournment was taken to September 13. ^ ^ lQcat!on <* a su ,table memorial, which , 

when & Joint reaction was adopted favoring the Supervisors A. J. Lovejoy. C. H. 

building of a Memorial Hall. Latham. D. B. Redlngton. Walter Van Alstyne. 

- The petitions were presented to the Board c f*W. Bamlngham'and Aug.' Nylander 

of Supervisors at the December meeting of ^ committee 


joint conSmRtoeTind a set of resolutions from ^ ^ ^ autho rized to se- 

Neviua Poet, G. A. R.,asking favorable-action -• rt ^ for ^ , monument and a h3 j 1( 
-_*t 4 h*-haodacf th#-Boar(L-T-Suj»rvlsor-K©el«r that$5OQrC0 fcii^prlited fonta pur^; 
had the matter In charts, and offered a resohi- >h(ch C arrted.' lL ______" 

Chairman 

county to recognize the merits of the soldiers of Loypjay reported that the committee tad made 

the county, together with a prevision for the ta *!?* **£ ' **?' 

_ , , ? vtn nmfin tt.. nt and tad Invited four different architects to aub- 


appropriatlon of $20,000.00 for the purpose of , . . . 

erecting said building, and moved 11s adoption. m “ * or both •J***'* “* » ™^ nen, : . 
Action was delayed to secure an'opinion from “' ,hat “""““f favorsd _^ !d,n f 
the state's attorney as to the legality of the a M^orial H^l and recommended theBrians 
, t nat ^ w of Reeves & Bailee c! Peoria, provided said 

The following d,ay State's Attorney A. H. bu!k,I «S ls guaranteed not to cost more than 
Frost rendered an opinion adverse to the propo- $40,000,00, and also favored placing the bulld- 
sltkm, and the whole matter was laid over to the H southwest comer of the court house 

May meeting In 1899. Steps were Immediately /square. Action on the report was laid over one 
^b.n to secure special legislation In the form da !f> and when taken up. Supervisor, Turner 
of an enabling act and a bill was drawn by A. D. move<5 th ?‘ 111)0 the s«nse of the Boyd that a 
Early for this purpose. Hon. Henry Andrus Memorial Hall be erected, and the motion pre¬ 
took charge of the bill and secured Its passage vailed. 

at the 1898 session of the legislature. The motion to adopt the report of the spe- 

A petition to tire Board of Supervisors was clal committee was lost, and the committee was 
then presented, asking the submission of the discharged. 








Supervisor Cason then moved that a com- 
lames of five members be appointed to present 
plana and specification* for a Memorial Hall 
vrttB. probable coat of same at the next meeting 
of the Board. Which courted. 

«» The rammlBesrsit t ^Supervisors Osborne. 
bloelsyrt?edinftonrV«viMstjne and Carson. 


Mart’ bouse squaw was successful, and the 
tion canted with It 1 Instructions to purchase the 
Butterworth site on North Main street, at a cost 

not to exceed 511.500 00. ■ 

the location of the building having been de¬ 
termined. Supervisor Nylander moved *at a 
building committee of- five'-be^ppotnte'^htch-. 



RESIDENCE 


At the June sesstoa Hdswere received for 
sites, and a vote taken on the location of the 
building, which resulted to the seiectfoa of the 
court house square. 

At the fbflowlng September meeting an effort 
ws made to rescind the vote locating the build¬ 
ing on the court house square, but it failed. 

At tire December meeting another effort to 
rescin d the vote to locate fee building on the 


F I.' SHOUDY * 


prevailed, and Supervisors Van Alstyrse. White- 
head. Lovejoy. Redlngton and Nylander were 
appointed. The Bradley & Carpenter plans 
were adopted at the June meeting. - 

The building committee organized Decem¬ 
ber 12. 1901. by electing Walter Van Abtyne, 
chairman, and J. B.. Whitehead, secretary. 
Bids were advertised for January 11. 1902. 


"Eleven bids were received, ranging In price 
from 538.QOO.QOJ>y W. H. Cook to 552,814 00 
. by H. Ferge. These bids were considered too 
high*, and were all rejected. The architects 
- modified their plans slightly, and bids* were 
, called Jotjgaln—March-25^-1902r4hecommlt- 

and the contract was awarded t o W. H. Cook_ 
for S35SZ4330.""W5rSTwM' 1 Bigun shortly’after” 
“"and pushej rapidly..to completion. -- ■ 

The building was .dedicated by President 
-——Raceevritr^ed n e s d a y."j u ner3rt9S3rthexiccg^~ 

of Rockford. President Roosevelt was the first 
president to visit the city, and thousands of peo¬ 
ple from near and from far came to do him and 
the occasion honor. 


Rock River House.'and part of the building now. 
stands at 307 East State street, and the other 
section Is on the southeast coiner of State and • 
Madison streets. The building was' built by 
Jacob B. and Thomas Miller, its first landlord 
was Jacob-Mitterrand ’was tallowed bv~nearly a 
"dozen landlords. 

In 1833 the Log Tavern, then rilled the- 
Stage House, was opened. ■ This, was located 
on the comer where*the-Seeond* National* Bank ~ 
stood at Main and State streets. _______ 


The Rockford House, which claims the dis¬ 
tinction of being the first hotel built In the city 
was opened to the public In the autumn of 1837. 
Previous to that time several of the settlers had 
opened thetr.hQrpjgLlo strangers, bulnataa 


The Rockford .House was built by Daniel S. 
Haight and Charles S. Oliver* an d stood on the 

dalion build ing. The first landlord was Henry 
Thurston, arrt his son acted In.tfie double capae- 
tty of clerk and chambermaid, especially for the 
rooms In the third story which had to be reached 
by the ladder route. Mr. Thurston was suc¬ 
ceeded as landlord by several- of the other old 
, tlnje resldents,Jhero_ being at least eight to fol¬ 
low him. 

The next season after the Rockford House 
was opened the second hotel for the village was 
commenced, and this was completed and opened 
to the public In 1839, The building known as 
the Washington House stood In East State 
street, and wasquite a pretentious building. ' It 
had a front of sixty feet, with large additions at 
the rear. The kitchen was In the basement. 
Soon after the building was completed the street 
tn front was graded and left the building stand¬ 
ing on a high bank. Ten or twelve steps were 
necessary to lead from the street to the entrance. 
The name of the hotel was later changed to the 


tuted the hotel accommodations of the city, and 
In 1850 Andrew Brown added to the list by open¬ 
ing. a nsvtp&ca called Browiv'.vHouse-and-GrS:- 

Moore became Its proprietor. The American 
House still s tands, and thouch'flftv '« — 

trfeoti building yet . 

The Waveriy and Union houses were started . 

In 1852, and were located In the south part of 
the city near where the Northwestern passenger 
Station stands. These buildings are sttU stand¬ 
ing as evidences of the hotel facilities of the 

hotels, and the trade they did was enormous. 

]_ The site now o ccup ied by the Chick Hou s e 

was where the Inn was started In - 1840 by Spen- 
cer & Fuller.' This house was rnnfinr t*^ tnr — 
several seasons. The Inn was the real begin¬ 
ning of the modem hotel, and though not as pre¬ 
tentious as those which followed contained many 
of the Improvements In the way of wash rooms 
and toilets, and the first bills of fare used In the 
city were furnished guests of the Inn by Messrs. 
Spencer & Fuller. 

Next In line came the Eagle Hotel, which 
was erected In South Main street, three blocks 
from State street, and still stands there. 

The first brick hotel was the Winnebago 
House. This building was finished In the fall 
of 1838. but for five years was used as a store 
building, and when It was completed there was 
quite a celebration, for this was the first brick 
building on Rock River above Rock Island. Dr. 
Haskell and Isaiah Lyon conducted the business 
until 1843 when Mr. Lyon became sole owner 
of^the stock and building, closed It out and re- 
, modeled Jhe. bulldlng-lnto _a_hoteLlcalled. the- 
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• RESIDENCE OF WII. KELSON 


. the hotels to be supplied with debtor, etc. riodof several year* It was *»« « Whites 
*L in laS^The stood on Hotel, and In Its earlier days was classed as one 

C * Se ° e< ^ Uavnic Tern- of the leading hotels In Rockford owing to Its 

^ excellent location near the Chicago & North- 

c-iWpening of tbe Nelsqo.was at the top pot In the city. , 

(vTfc* offlKt class phi-** where the weary The American House on Madison street 
hOTgrvwere cared The hotel burned whJchJs.,sda<»>ducted by E. E. Everett: the 
•— - -- n,^ u„,.l «^W(Oied on the ._COn)«Li3SJf 


occupied by the Fores! City National'Bank. 'Goveriobr'of tfieTerritory of Wisconsin. Febru- 
and some years ago was razed. ary 2, 1646. Then began the discussion as to 

those of the other hotels now being pon- a site for the location of the seminary. Rockton 
ducted are the Chick. The Jarvis Inn. The Na- and Rockfofd were rivals for the location. 


tlonal. The European, Forest City House, The 
_Vlctoria-and-the Nelson:—there are-several 


a, The But Beloit having secured the college, Rock- 
sis. can the seminary, and thus Rockford secured the 


-—reSHurantsaEoTand these, with the hotels, can the seminary, and thus Rockford secured the 

fumlshaccommodatlons for hundreds of guests plum. ___ 

--daily;- - --- * rT 'A mee ti ng was held In the Methodist church 

The Nelson aivnUE" "CSTcl' are The' lead mg m Rockford - October*29"l64s7 to consider the * 
hotels, and the former.Is one of the finest places location of the semi nary. It was resolved to 

In the northwest. It tesl x stories h igh and h» jral»' tfiesum of mo ney prescribe d, bvJhc-tnis-— 

—■ccommodatloMnor'ove'f two hundred guest* ■ tees of Beloit college.about 33,500.00. A - com- ‘ 

Its location is In one of the pleasantest parte * f mittee was appointed to secure, subscrif ;'oas 
the city and guests are close to the business and met with success. .A charter was granted 
' district Its service and culinary departments to the same gentlemen that constituted tbe Be¬ 
am up to the standard of the best hotels In the__JglLColle ge timic cs . Tebr ua ty 25, 18 47. • _ 

-- --—-June 071849, Miss Anna P.Sill ’ estab- 


Tbe Chick House, together with Its cottages Ushed a preparatory schcc! under the name of 
sd annexes, will accommodate two*-hundred the Rockford Female Seml.'ory. This Instltu- 
leste, and Is the popular headquarters (or com- turn had a board of local trustees, who planned 


mdrdal travelers. It has a large number _of • to make It the seminary aimed at by the tros- 
regular boarders and many families of. the city tees of Beloit College. 

patronize the house for Sunday dinners. ' .. . In 18SQmore than.56.000^6 were pledc«l_ 

-—TTurtotlse' U-ranfrally loat^avd the city to put up the buildings and secure the ground. 

m Ih&urban cars pass the door. • • and by September of that year the semlnary.was - 

Could one of the early day visitor* to the assured. 

-cit y ret u rn , to - da y he wo uld ■ h e- m uch-surprised—-—Mtss-StlTsjrsch'oal was recogn Lzea ~bylHe~ 

at the wonderful changes wrought .in hotel facll- trustees of Beinit r»iu~ in ifrei 1T t ht prepar 


ra “* * ‘ . atory department of the Rockford Semtnary, 

“ _ under the charter which they held. 

ROCKFORD COLLEGE, Courses of study were defined, and upon ex- 

Tbe present beautiful Rockford College owes amlnatlon, fifteen were admttted Into the first . 
Its origin to a conception developed In a conven- collegiate class In September of that year. Thus 
don of churches held In Cleveland, Ohio, In the collegejwas formally founded in 1851. Up 
June. 1844, of the necessity of establishing a to 1892. It was known as Rockford. Female 
college for merT and a seminary for women In Seminary, but In this year was changed to Its 


Southern Wisconsin and Northern Illinois re¬ 
spectively. The delegates, upon their return 
from the cocyentlaa, called a meeting at Beloit 


present name—Rockford College. The site 
was purchased from Buell G. Wheeler, and has 
not changed In Its contour except a strip taken 


In August. 1844, at which It was deemed advlsa- from the west end by the Chicago & Iowa rou¬ 
ble to build a college at Beloit and a seminary road. 


In Northern Illinois. Three subsequent meet- • The first building was erected by John Beat¬ 
ings were held, and at each one the resolution tie," and cost 57,927,35. pie comer stone for 
of the first meeting was upheld. this building was laid July 15, 1852, by Rev. 

At the fourth meeting, held at Beloit in Oc- Aratus Kent, presidents the board of trustees.*’ 
tober,* 1845, Beloit was selected as the location In 1850. it was deemed advisable by the trus¬ 
tor the college and a Board of Trustees elected, tees of Beloit College that ea ch Ins tit ution shoul d 
The charter for Uie~coTlegelvarapprove~(rEy'tHr "manage Its own affairs, and the seminary inw. 







was cxoited at this time, aod to 1852 the sem- all«»« «» 53 , 9 - 2 ff^ ^ ^insr 

to 1854 wk was begun on Undea Hall, death. June 18. 1889. 

- - the mooey forth* building c< which targotycaine———--- - 



'A VIEW OF ROCKFORD COLLEGE 


from the east * Up to September 8.1854. Miss 
SiH bad secured 53,659.67 lor this building. In 
1866 * second addMon, Chapel. HaB. teas begun 
, wttfc to correcting corridas, and pmhpfeted ta 
tn years. In 1871, Unden HaU and Middle 
Hall were connected by corridors. 

F rom the founding of tfcp school In 1849, to 


THE STREETS OF ROCKFORD. 

There Is doubtless no other feature In the 
Hi 'Hi ng of a city, or one that adds so much to 
Its popular reputation as Its streets and walks. 
The condition of the streets and walks of any 
' city Is the first thing to attract the attention of a - 
stranger. If these be Indifferent or poor, the 
“cHy grata-grtiefflg-«WB-tocktng1n thrift and 


ber of students receiving tuition in the Instltu- 


Fine business blocks and beautiful residences the street improvements $1,000,000.00, and the- - 

counYTor bill little if 'the streets are neglected, sidewalks 5450,000.00. _ 

Rockford has kept pace in the care and Improve- There are three parks In the dty, which has 
ment o f Its streets w ith Its development In other. cost,to Improve and maintain. 560.000.00. 


have been ready andjvilllng to submit to heavy be acquired by the dty. as It Is proposed by the 
assessments that the streets abutting ihelr prop- Winnebago County Agricultural Society to trans- 
erty might be substantially paved and otherwise fer the well-known fair grounds to the dty for 

Improved. __ __..JT-this purpose- 

Thousands of dollars have.been^mnuaUyjut—A-S>lan Is also proposerLto paik.lhe.east Jlde=- 

” pended by the street department in'Improving Hverbantr from Slate'street, north, for a con- 

and beautifying the streets of the dty. _siderable distance. w With these added Improve- 

^ ^ ThlsLdeparfment has bedT unde r ~the^dlrec- ^ m0St 

. been thoroughly and well done. The sanitary .ROCKFORD CHURCHES. . 

conditions of any dty depends largely upon its "' t ‘' enscorAU crnticH. 

drainage, which la turn Is controlled by.lts afreets and only Eolscooal narish In Roc 


tjon of Jthwe. constitute on»-oM bo hea vy bu r*—ttd May 1, t94?r-The arini 
dens that must be met by general or special tax, f ln “ r ^ t ° n v " e ^ oy Charmcy Ray. ' 
Notwithstanding thtofact-the Investment Is one -. ^ eW ° n * Du ^ n J ' 

that brings the largest returns to the dty. . Stav ^J |c J n ^ d ' S ' ^ ^ 

, cer S. Weldon, with Rey. Dudley Chase as pre- 

The following persons have held the office sldlng officer. who ^ ^ flrst rector . 
ofcltyenglneer: D uncan Ferguson 1880-8!; Stewart Is theonlv Incorporato r n nw ....^ 

—Tr-Jr-LT-Remi>izrO'n.-|882-^4r~Danlel W. „ vlr ^_Ch arles- R elriileywaj called to 

Wead. - 1885-89; D. C. Dunlap. H19'(£9n in j^ 8 ^orjjjip November 15, 1852, and with 
1892 the supcrintcndency of sewers was added (ll n r()nynt of Biiho p tlmy JvlU t- W.l U l,u.ir*. 

-• t0 the etrgl f vxr' s d e p a rtm ent. a n d.Charies-C. accqple3Tlie call.- The site, wHerethe present' 
Stowell was placed to charge. He served until va5 , or j 200 , and- - 

1897. when Edwin Main was appointed, who - a budding erected at a cost of$!.900.00.whfch 
still holds this office. - • was consecrated by Bishop Whltehouse, August 

Mr.. Main has so systematized the work o! 23. 1853, by the name of <• Emanuel Church. 
..the-str eet an d sew e r - rirpa rt meat-aa-to-glvo-the Rockford:**—The-present house of worship was ■ 
best possible results. He has his work thorough- bum dU ring the service of Rev. D. C, Peabody. 

1y In hand. Is courteous and considerate In the w ho became rector March I, 1886. The butld- 
traosactlon of business connected with the office jn g & known as the •• Fairfield Memorial Parish, 
and his ability Is valuable to the city. House.” and was a gift to the society by Mrs. 

The City of Rockford has 130 miles of Eleanor G. Fairfield, as a memorial to her late 
streets, 44'miles of which are paved.-. Two husband, W. W. Falrfleldrand - co s t54 0.000.00r~ 
miles are paved with brick and two with asphalt At this time an additional thirty feet of land 


-The remaining 40 miles are macadamized. 
The walks are mostly made of concrete or tar, 
and cover about 160 miles. 

. The sewerage system Is being rapidly ex- 


was added to the site costing 51,600.00. and the 
rectory, No. 821 North Church street, was pur¬ 
chased for 56.000.00. 

Following are the names of the rectors who 


tended. At the beginning of 1903 there were have ministered to this society; Rev. Dudly 


be added during the year.. The sewer system Schofield. V/llIIam T. Smlthett, Thomas Smith, 
has cost the city In round figures $500,000.00, S, B. Duffield, jJ„. E. Walton. S. D. Day, C. S, 












Perdval. F.-WWwtams, A. W. Snyder, D. C. 
Peabody. Wyflys Rede and N. B Clinch, the 


The charter members hip was abo ut twenty. _ 


,_penditures stncenbe’ organization of the society 
foe all purposes art Dearly 5l70.000.tX). 


■Rockford was instituted May 5. 1837. and was 
. christened the First Coogrcgabocal church. Its 


the end of the first year the membership Ktd 
been Increased to twenty-seven. 

Soon after Its organization the society held 
Its meetings In the _stage ton on the East side. 

'ZbuTta-the summer of 1833 thYSurieeTBegan 
die erection of a frame building on North First 
street. When dils building was nearly comple¬ 
ted it was learned that Kent & Brinkerhoff had 
secured eight hundred dollars fromJrisa<kJn 

_j^»JCodC-Wllh .which JoJ*l)M_a<*urch., In¬ 
stead of turning this money over to the society 
to erect a building on the West 



- founderwas the Rev. John Mon®, who came Wofite'river.. When to«**** " 
STsew York as a home missionary to this 

county He was the first pastor and served one first church edifice in Rocklord. 
^TbeSch ccgJtotoe took place at The toidlng on the East side ^ later co¬ 
whouse of Israel SSriH® the West side, copied by the First Methodist aocM*^ » 

ZteZ were'nine charter members, via.: iater was known as the old seminary ‘"‘‘f * 

S Jd£d£ r ro n y t paocal rfS h was pre sented j Rufus Hatch - 


ROCKFORD 


of New Yoric, _a_ former organist, and cost first earnsT church.’ 

54.500.00. The second church organization In Rockford 

The names of the pastors of this church are -*35 that of the First Baptist church, which was 

-appended^—Re vs .. J nh n . Mo rrlll^Cyrus L. Wat-, organized at the house of.Pr. George Haskell, 

--sonrWiiham-SrGurtlsrPrD^--Olvver W. Nor- December 22r4S38. and was thesecbnd Bap- 

Goodwln, D. D„ Wilder Smith, Theodore Cllf- This society had sixteen charter-members, 
ton, William^ W. Leete and Frederick H . Bod- and ns first church services w ere irregularly held 

man." ’_ until April. 1840, when It was resolved to h old 

first coHORBoaTtortii'cHURCHr them regularly. 

The First church.*'Its earlier history, was 71,6 ^ !e ^ ‘"^rporated In De- 

a very strong and-wealthy society, but Its mem- “ mbar - ‘“f * ”l* tepS V , ere * ken bulld a ’ 
•- bershlp has been drawn upon heavily In the or- ThU bulWlng waslo«t«i at the comer , 

ganlzatlon of other churches and Us resources °* ^ l tre *^ and ““ flr * P/“ ch " 

thereby.curtailed. er was Prof. Seth S. Whitman of Belvidere. 


. . H!s first sermon wsCs delivered May 9. 1841. 

ilretstat^pastor was Ih,;. Solomon Knapp. 

the First church vrithdrwmKCb^came-ctotru ^t^^f^church m November! 1848, and 
- membera d 1118 StC0Dd churdu supplied Its pulpit until June. 1849. As a result 

Again In 1855 fourteen members withdrew ^ preaching slxty-two additions were made 
to become charter members In the organization - to the mem bersh!p. 

of the Westminster Presbyterian church. __ Elder Knapp claimed to have preached about 

^ Ue^c^^^pr^nt^dnirch edlilce and 6,000-sci^^ and 

In 1889 Mrs. John G. Penfleld donated a lot whom 200 became ministers. 


to the society upon which the present parsonage- 

-wasixmrai"a"c^cir55;ooo.oo/^ 

The beO'ln the church edifice was donated 
to the society by George W. Smith of Guilford, 
and cost $2,000 00. 


The present church edifice was completed 

Among the most noted pastors of this society 
were the Rev. Ichabod Clark. D. D., who served 
ten years and largely Increased the church mem- 


The total amocnLoI jnoney expended by this berahl P- ** Dr ' Tho ^“ Kerr who became P 35 * 


socisty from the founding of the church In 1837 tor June *• le6 °- Ha «* ^ ven a V3Ca,lon of • 
to 1903. for all purposes. Is approximately ^ months - at the end of hls ,lret 7 Mr - ,n 
$40000000 ’ whlch-to visit Palestine. In 1864, he was a 

’ ' member of the Christian Commission and visited 

The present membership Is430. - ^ ~ t ^ ^ dalng much dtlclent 

- The Influence of this church for good In the • 

community Is beyond calculation. It has not , n 1866f he 3**^ , pa^t, at Han |- 


°nly fumUh^material as the nuclei Tor.the or- ^ Mlssourii m returned to the pastorate of 
ganlzatlon of Tiber churches, but lias rendered ^ Rrst dmai agjUn ln 1839 . He.resigned 
financial aid to other and weaker churches, ^ p^re,,, August 20 . 1070 


thereby aiding materially In the beautifying and 
christianizing the city. 

After sixty-six years of successful work this 
society can congratulate Itself that It Is now ln a 


Following are the names of the pastors who 
have served this society: ' Revs. Seth S. Whit¬ 
man, Jacob Knapp, Ichabod Clark, D. D„ A. 
B. Stone, Austin Gibb, C. C. Smith. John S. 


flourishtng_condition and free from debt. The . Mable. E, Anderson.W. A. Stanton. C. H. Mos- . 
present pastor Is an able and conscientious crip. Theo. G. Soares, Charles W. Barber and 
worker, and the outlook of the society Is bright. W. C. Klersted. _ 











ROCKFORD 


Tbe First Baptist church edifice ts how the 
oldest church building In the city, and Is In 
thorough repair, ft was remodeled recently at 
^ cost of S8.CCO.OO. 

--The present-membership Is020. 

This society has expended for all purposes 
since Its organisation about 5151.500.00: 

COURT ST RUT WCTHOOfcST' CHURCH. 

Court Street Methodist church was organ¬ 
ised January 1.1B5Z many c< its charter mem¬ 
bers haring come from the First Methodist 
-churdtK ai th * - E ast-side of the river. 

The first enrollment was but forty, which has 
been increased to 845. the society purchased 
a site for a church ediflce^near the corner of 
•gtm^and Co urt stree ts in 1 853 for S 350.00.. 
""and the building vas”compi«ted and dedicated 
la November. 1854. at a cost of 57.000.00. 
Rev. G. L S. Stuff preached the dedicatory 
sermon- - - 

In 1883. this society had outgrown Its envir¬ 
onments. and steps were taken toward building 


of the most Interesting and Important sessions 
ever held In this conference. 

The meeting Is of note on account of Its 
anti-slavery resolutions and the breaking ol 
ground (orlthe Wesleyan Seminary, which was 
to be located on West State street. A tract of 
land was purchased for this school, and consid¬ 
erable money raised for the erection of bulld- 
,, togs, butthe.jscheme.was abandoned* later* and .. 
■tHr land was sakUnJots,--- 

The old parsonage was purchased In 1866 
for 53,500.00. 

In 1881. the annual conference was again 
•held In the old chunJftt which Bishop Hurst 
presided. Among the notable events of this 

meeting were the address of welcome by William 

McKinley (who Is still living), the •• heresy ” in- 
—vcstfgatton. 3 Dd.ihe-jtog int-- e Lthesd B Ml »e t>y - 
the.preacilS»over the ejection news from fbdl- 
ana. In 1880 the membership had increased 
to 506. Court Street church has been consid¬ 
ered by the Rock Rh ref"Conference as, the chief 
church outside of Chicago, and oui tew outrank 
her there. 


teased September 5. 1883. and a DuOF "RS^TU. Chaffldd. W. F. SIewarf. L. A. San- 
tog committee consisting of Messrs. Levi ford, W. P. Cray (twice). James R Goodrich. 

c a vmiWfty N. E. Lvman. David Mr p rantitis A. B . Tav lo r-J. H-, M PCgai.— 
Kejt and J. G. Chick was appointed. Ground F. F. Cleveland. T. C. Clecdenning. L. Mere- 
for the building was broken in September. 1884. dlth, W. Aug. Smith. C. E. MandeviUe. T. P. 

The corner stone was laid (Bishop Merrill offleiai-M*rshT-TV-R--Strof^^ 

toe) In August 1885. The building was com- Phillips. W. O. Shepherd. Fred H. Sheets, 
p^ted' and dedicated to _May. 1887. at which Robert H. Pooley and Frank D. Sheets. The 

time 529.000.00 was subscribed; thus enabling present membership is 825. _ 

the society to dedicate Its building free from The society has-expended for church prop- 

jj,, ‘ - erty 592.850,00.--- 

Tteltoteta,*...,——P«- The amowtt ralMd to 1902 lor all purpOKS 
from the Horsman estate In 1884. was 57.531. 

The total cost of the preseat church and par- 5300.000.00. 

sonage was nearly 382.000:00. ei^orth church. 

Before this society owned a church building. 

services were held to Boyd’s Hall on State The Epworth church, when organised, was 
street. During its first year’s history. 140 mem- known as the fourth Street church, and was or- 
berTwere'addted to its JT - ^*a«e^totl»FMM^d«^ 


erwTbdlntoannuai' ^tnn to the oW Court 1876 by Rev. G. L. Wiley, who 
ence bekl its annual seswra u. _ _ ■___ ^ tfaj Flrsl It had fifteen charter n 


Street church, which is said to 


here. The Swedish Methodist church building avenue, and ( the name changed to Epworth 
was purchased for $300.00 and removed to church, 

Ninth street, at a cost of $75.00. This society has one of the finest orchestras 

At that time there were but nine houses In In the city, and the music at the regular services 

the vicinity of the church. — -T' Is of the highest order. 

• The ausptcesortha society were at first not* The present membership Is 74, 
very bright, but It has had a steady growth and - The total expenditures for all purposes Is 
is now in a prosperous condition. $24,375.00. 



i 


L 


ST JAMES CHURCH AND RECTORY 


The society was under the care of the First 
church during the first year, but at the begin¬ 
ning of the second year a pastor was appointed 
by the conference, since which time It has been 
Independent. ’ » 

In 1691 the old church was sold for 575.00 
and removed (ram the site and a new church 
edifice erected at a cost of $3,000.00. The 
new church was removed "io its present location 
at the comer of Parmelee street and Fourteenth 


Following are the names cf Its pastors: 
Revs. G. L. Wiley, Joseph Odgers. W. A Spen¬ 
cer, W. H Barrett, A., J. Bril). E. j'. Rose. 
Joseph Wardell, H. L. Martin. F. R. Hall. J. 
L. Gardner, J. W. Irish. J. L. Case. Frank 
Milne, Charles Wentworth, and C. F. Klelhaur 
the present pastor. 

The Sunday school has a membership of 
155/’" 

















STATS STRttT SATOST.-CHURCH. - 

The State Street Baptist church was form¬ 
ally organist August 17.1858. with thirty-four 
members. These had taken letters from the 
First Baptist church, for the purpose of estab¬ 
lishing a church on the east Side of the river._ 

Ruv. Edward C ' Mttcfiel! acceptt3Wpes-“ 
jerate of the church September 14. 1858. at a 
sahuy of 53 00^1ncash. ymtototr^aad.«Q Q- 

D N. Hood was secured to cceduct the music. 

A small church was erected, at the corner 
of S *s f and North Fifth streets, which Is stffl 
This chorea was dedicated February 
2. i860, and cost 5800. Thtosodety first took 
the tame Second Baptist etarch. which was 
charged to Its present name-October 26. 1858. 


ber 18. 1868. and cost 535.000. 

The several pastors of this society hare been 
Dr. Edward C. Mitchell R«s. Spencer F. 
HotU Henry C Mabfe. E. K. Chandler. A. R. 
Medhcry. C. R, Larhrop. J. T. Burhoe, R R-Y. 
Pierce, Langley B. Sears, and - J-T. Burhoe 


ses^tr). under the auspice* of this society and 

nude Its appearance July 18.1862. 

P. A Peterson Is the only charter member 
of this society now living. He resides In the 
same bouse, and Is about eighty years okL 
The following pastors have served this 
society; Revs. V. Whitting. Albert Erieson. 
Peter Newberg. August Westergtea. Oscar 
--Sborgreov- Olol Gunderson. John.Uod.. A_ Y.— 
.. John JWe-ian.-.- 

$. D. Sorielne. Herman Llndskog. N. G. Nel- 
• *»,J. U. Objerholm. A. Kahlln, A. Dahlberg. 

M. Hess, O. F. UndstronwRlchard Cederberg. 

N. M. Uljegrcn. N. A. SoSfi. J- H. Johnson, 
and P. M. AHota. 

This society has expended for’all purposes 
r~»Hy 550.000. The present church roember- 


members. The society Is out of debt and In 


mtsr preshtterian church. 

The First Presbyterian church of Rockford 
‘ - ^—* House 



Is free from debt and in a flourishing condition. 


and decorated this year, at a cost of over 55.000. 

SVBOtSH MTIHOOBT CHURCH. 

The Swedish Methodist church was organ- 
l ied at rise borne of P . A. Petersoo. oo Charles, 
street. January 30, 1861. with a membership 
of twelve people. 

The society purchased the old Westminster 
church for 5600. and removed It to First avenue 
where it was nicely repaired In 1868. The 
present handsome bride edifice was completed 
la 1877. at a cost of 58.000. and was dedicated 
by Dr. C. E. Mandevtde. Tfce present parson- 
age - wa s - built in 1888 and cost 54,500. 

—^T^"flrsf.Sw£dIsfiTfelHMBt~pap^ “ever 
published in the world is the Sandebudt (Mes- 


abandooed Congregational church on ibe east 
side of the river, and then In Peak’s HaD. fn 
December. 1853. services were held In Hors- 
man’s Hall, and later in Warner'S HalL Feb- 
tuary 1.1854. services were again held In ibe 
Court House where the society was formally 
organized as stated. 

February 10. 1857. Richard Jackson, was 
elected to serve as elder and was Ins talled 
February 22. 

The choir, by vote of the session, was 
allowed the use of an Instrument in leading the 
services of song'in public worship, “November 
25. 1855. 

Rev. H. A- Brown was chosen pastor of the 
church February 10. 1857. but dedined the 
- position, and Rev. John M. Paris was chosen 
In his stead January I, 1858. Rev. Brown 
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' supplied the pulpit until his successor was untU the presenfltructure was ready for occu- 
/appointed- • pancy. which was completed in December, 1858. 

September 4, I860, the present church site and cost $12,000.00. 


was bought of Michael Bums for 5 K000. 


Of the charter members three a 


March 17. 1862. measures were set on foot to lng, and are Joel B. Potter, at the age of ninety, 
raise a building fund and N. C. Thompson was Mrs. Frances E. Wheat, at the age of eighty- 
made depository of the fund. July 7, 1862, seven, and Mrs. E. T. Cleveland, aged seventy. 
Mr. Thompson had received 5206.49. The names of 950 members have been 

The soci ety was occupying at this time what p| ai .,,H upon thw mil, *1 this <ncl,»ty _ «;lnr:i-. IHLOr. 

"coener of3uhTar^“Winneb^'street3. pur- The present membership Is 285. The en¬ 
chased of the Unitarians for 5400. It was roUment-of. the Sunday school 4s 86. 
removed from the comer of Court and Elm The following pastors have served thlsso- 
sftMts to Its pre sent locatlon^ aLoccupled by cletyt Revs. Morrison Huggins. L. H. Johnson, 
the society for the first time In 1856. This Charles. MattoonT Charles A. Williams, W. S. 

, „JbuUdln« has since been-lomdowo;, - . CurttsrDrD.;-J. H"Ritchie. TT ST Scott, S. 
Rev. Farls resigned the pastorate August 25. l. Conde. W. M. Campbell. W. L. .Wilcox and 
1862. and Rev. Faunticroy _Senour oflndlanafcL.-- f n hn Hnnry Rnnri i 

“ oils, was Ksiilledlhliti-stead as pasior, April ' The membership of this society is not large. 
15; 1063, at a salary of $900. but It has never asked nor accepted outside aid. 

September 21, 1863. resolutions were ft has been a liberal giver, and can be relied 


. ..oils,' was"Stalled^ Injhls-steatt as pastor, April jhe membership of this society is not large. 

15; 1063, at a salary of $900. but It has never asked nor accepted outside aid. 

September 21, 1863. resolutions were ft has been a liberal giver, and can be relied 

adopted, setting forth the necessity of building „ upon ^ jo its share of benevolent work, 
a new church, and on May 25. 1864. i building The foundatfon for ^ - new church edifice 
committee was appointed. The plan was to m b|d , 86s 3nd the bulld | ng WJB dedicated- 
build a church, casting not to exceed 31 5.000.- .... r rrnr i rrTmn n-rrm br 

rectum‘roim ^bullt;inJ872 at a 
had been subscribed. cost of 51.000. under the pastorate of Rev. A. J. 

March 31. 1866. Reverend Senour. after a . .. —. 'i 


___ successful pastorate of thre e and a. half years . soclety March 6. 1870. and continued until the 

-Ura'i/ai succiede<rTjy r 'Rev.'"J S. spring 0 f 1874. Rev. James Crulckshanks be- 

_ . Grimes. . The'membership of the society was C3 - me tbe p:13tor ... 0 |_ t hc-vrht.irch Pt-rmW-'**:- 

now 187. ^ .1874. The report shows that at this time the 

new church from had been completed at a cost, 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. . -, nnnn 

Of $10,000. 

The Westminster Presbyterian church was —Rev. J. -K. Fowler began his pastorate the 


organized as an offshoot from the First Congre- first Sunday In January, 1878. In 1881 the 
gational church, January 3, 1856. many of Its church was remodeled and Improved, at a cost 
charter members having come from the latter of $5,145. At this time $50,000 had been ex- 
society. The meeting for organization was held pended In building operations. 

|n the old First Congregational church at the Rev. John R. Sutherland, D. D.. became 
’ comer of. First and Walnut st reets, where an th e pastor In-18871 and he was succeeded "by 
engine house now stands. Twenty-two mem- Rev. John Harkness, and he in turn- by the 
bers were enrolled at this meeting. present pastor, Rev. B. E. S. Ely, who will cel- 

Meetlngs were first held In the old court ebrate his first decade In the service in 1904, 
house on North First street A chapel was The society has expended for all purposes 
erected that year on the present church site at about 5150.000. 


_ a. cost of $600.00, which .was. occupied lsulhe 
fall. -This soon proved to be too small and Me¬ 


lt is the purpose of this soGtety to build a 
iw church edifice during the year of Its first 


tropolttan Hall was utilized for church purposes semi-centennial, which occurs in 1904. The 
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sum subscribed for this purpose Is now about 
S27.0CO. 

The present membership Is now SS9. and 
the society Is in a prosperous condition. 


The First Methodist Episcopal church of 
Rockford was incorporated September 20.1842, 
" with live tnembe'is'. 'asrteTRjwr HBr sctrMIBeTT" 
'“James "ar"MirEhT~Sarnuei“Gfe^ry. Dinleir 
Beers, and Willara Wheeler. 


which to build a church, and $2,312 were 
subscribed. February 25. 1846. the ground 
the location of the church was put chased for 
$325, This site is jiow occupied 'fit »iwi Cen¬ 
tennial church and parsonage and which was 
occupied by the First church and parsonage. 
The First church was completed and dedicated 
in 1848.'uiSdertbe pastorate of Rev. James E. 
Wilson. March 13. 1848. a sccona subsenp- 
~don’for $2,069 was secured, making a total ot 
S4J38Y. The total cast of the church was 
about $7,000. 



i * GROUP OF CHURCHES 


' services had been heid by various - A unique bit erf bistory reveals the fact lha 

u I^Smrmen In prfwte bouses at vari- the present beautiful pulpit in die Centennial 
Methodist clergymen In private oouses gjiuich was made from the lumber designed for ■ 

-rsis?rar?t —- - *->«—- 

-‘si.ns-sis ^ <. — 

- . s* 


_floor of which was used as a chapel, during 

ministry of Rev John Crummer. 


- . ,, tfl76 the First and Third Street churches 

•the fins*. Methodist^ ^’united under the name Centennial church. 

s2^”*£— "*«sc " ■” “ 

- rr, 
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"church, with eighty members. A site was pur- is being modernized and thoroughly repaired, 
chased on North Third street for $1,200. and a The present Improvements will cost about 
church was erected by John Early In 1858 at $3,000. 

a-cost of $4,000. This church was dedicated The society Is free from debt and is In a 
October 9, 1858. by Rev, Hooper Crews. A very prosperous condition, 
parsonage was built on the same site in 1859. 

at a cost of $600. In 1866 the church building winnebago stre&t church. 

was enlarged at a cost of $1,800. In 1871 a ,The Winnebago Street church had Its origin 

parsonage was bought orrEast- State -street for in a Sunday school, organized May 20. 1856,- 
■S3.0QQ.andjhe parsona ge on Thi rd stre et was...whlch-held.ltsjsesslons.flatiln.a-groVe.nea2.the_ 
'soicffor*$7’30a After a successful career of river bank, and later in the Kent school by Invi- 

eighteen years, a s has bee rr-state d. tills socie ty fatten of (he trustees. It is a matter of note 

reunited with the parent church under the name that during the time the sessions were held in 

of the Centennial church. In 1876. --the grove, they were not Interrupted by rain 

What Is no w the Centennial church has - or s torm. • . 

enjoyed marked success during Its history of 'the school was under the supervision of 
sixty-one years. It has had the ministrations Court Street church, and as Winnebago Street 

Is $00.. ‘ The total ervrt of thacburch buildlng—dlls uhuren"is a daughter of Court Street church 
Is $36,799.38. and the cost of maintenance and a grand daughter of the First church, now 
and other expenses during the slxtytene years, the Centennial. 

or life of the church, would reach fully $185,000,' The church was organized March 4. 1864. 
making a grand total of $221,799.38. at the home of Israel Sovereign, with twenty- 

Followlng are the names of the pastors who three members. The cornerstone of the present 

hivr -ifrvrrt this r 1 "™*- —church- e d ific e wH »l < V- Ai t gt !R u 2 fc-_iff6 4, anfe 

Gaddis. trr'SrWaIker rNSBian“Jswe f C the building was dedicated February 12. 1865. 

Stocking. John Crummer. Silas Boner, Richard by Rev. Thomas M. Eddy, and cost $8,000. 

jlhT^Lucock^N^pT Heath. J. C. Park. Following are the names Of the pastors who 
Wm. P. Jones. Francis A. Reed. Wm. Tasker, have served this society: Revs.' Robert Bentley, 
.james-Baume^HoopeMJrewsr-tewts-Andfcreoih—WHIlam-D. Skehotv, Henry L.-Martin- John Mr- 
F. A. Reed. Joseph Hartwell. A. P. Mead. Caldwell, F, A. Reed. R. S. Cantlne. Wm. S. 

David Teed. JosepFTOagers, Wm. H. Gloss. Harrington, W. H. Smith. J. M. Clendennlng,. 

Giles L. Wiley. Hooper Crews. Wm. A. Wm. H. Haight. Henry Lea. J. W. Richards. 

Spencer. Dr. G. R. Vanhome. Wm. A. Smith. F. F. Farmlloe. M, L. Norris, and F. E. Hard- 

Martin E. Cady. Fred Porter, J. S. Bell. J. R. Ing. the present pastor. The present membership. 
Hamilton. John Hall. W. W. Painter. John Is about 300. 

Thompson and Harlow V. Holt, the present The expenditures of the society for all 

pastor. The Rev. Charles Gaboon- preached purposes have been about $60,000. 
only one sermon alter coming to this charge. The church observed Its thirty-ninth anni- 

when he died. . versary on June 14. 1903. which was by far the 

Francis A. Reed died In 1902. Wm. A. most notable day In its history. It was not only 
Smith died and was succeeded by Rev Martin a day of jubilee, but one of Ingathering of souls. 
E. Cady. James Hartwell died and was sue- Rev. Joseph W. Powell of Buffalo. N. Y., 
ceeded by Rev. A. P. Mead. had charge of the meetings and secured sub- 

Thls society Is free from debt and Is gaining scriptlons to the amount of more than $12,000 
renewed strength dally. Large additions have' for the purpose of building a new church edifice 
been made to the membership under the pas- which will stand on the present church site, 
torate of Reverend Holt, and the church edifice Work on the new structut i will begin this year 
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and when completed will cost about 320.000. started with the intention of raising $80,000, 
South Rockford will then have one of the most The list was headed with a $10,000 subscription 
beautiful church edifices in the city. by Ralph Emerson, and in a short time the 

r amount was practically provided for. A site 

second congregational church. was purchased at-the- comer of North Church 

The Second Congregational church of Rock- and North streets. The 
fort was organized in 1849. with forty seven Ui 1891. and the building was completed and 
members, nearly all of whom had taken letters dedicated May 8. 1892. This was one ofthe 
from the First Congregational church, on the most noted church events tn the htotory o 
IlfU _ __ Rockford, The building was one of the finest 

A meeting in Ute'west. but tt met a fateful 

held in thesLol house, oo the west side Octo- day ^ 

ber 30, 1849. at whldflt was determined to «* <»«troyed by fire. 'JJ 

bold a meeting November 14.1849. foe perm* beautiful church was felt <» 

«** organization. At this meeting articles of but the society dW 

faith and roles ci government were adopkeiand steps were taken to rebuttd. 

Rev. Dexter c£yT BeWt. decfored the pushed vigorously forwart and on *e «*°«1 d* 
-SeemvfcCoroZal church of Rockfocd.^- rt^^ ng December ^dmidr^ 

'’'^^TtodetTpw^a^ and occupied the The pipe orgSn destroyed with the church, 
vacant building formerly occupied by the First ♦ cost $8,000. and the present organ vas priced 
Caraegatfooal church. .In 185) this-building at $9.000,_but was placed in the church for 
was found to be too small and Its capacity was $8,500. . It Js * nutter of note that Mrs. 
increased by the addition of forty feet to its Chandler Starr has, given twenty-seven years ol 

Uwgti. y ___:_ aerrtc a a >.. organ t tf . to 

* The'rat4d gfowtK~<?"«Bc church as early as The present - membership of this society Is 
1655. made the necessity for more room Imper- 815. The total membership Is 1,681. The 
ng » new churdstras -„«nruuy-haii etpended-lor real estate, b uild in g s . 
detertrtoed^oc. A committee wasjppolrted—^ftnt expense* aso benevolence more than 
to cany out this determination.. A site at the $500,000. Its net gtemberehlp Is 805. 


rUtmr c n -aaa L.p e s met-SB'eeEi The following have~bersed“th8~ 

of L_ H. Rood for $3,000. church; Revs. Unsing Porter. Joseph Emerson, 
r the building were submitted •. ^ Wa ] t0[li m.'F. Ktnney. Frank P. Wood- 

vuMv*! wo« that of - «wr If \17 n. UaOtAtt. fit !A 


vas purusucM « •** ,v * rw '” — -couiuv; ivs»3. wt*w, w — r -— 

Several plans for the building were submitted • j ^ \y*lton, M.'F. Ktnney. Frank P. Wood- 
to 'the committee, among which yas that oi bur y_ \y. M, Barrows, W. C. Haskell, and 
David and James Keyt of Ptqua. Ohio. After p etes .- Snyder, an average service of nearly 
_l.i _ ri the olans and the 


orefrt cocslderattoo ol the plans and the 
reliability of the architects, the contract 
for the construction of the church was 
awarded to the Ohio parties for $23,478.78. 
The church was completed—and dedicated 
December 1. 1858. A pfpe organ was placed 

tn the church to 1863. at a cost of $2,500. 

The society purchased a parsonage In 1888. 
at a cost of $9,000. 

The growth of this society kept pace with, 
that of the city and ih 1889 the matter of build¬ 
ing a new and larger church edifice was taken 
up. For this purpose a subscription list was 


seven years. 

Sixteen different persons have served as 
d*?/-""* , one of which. W. A. Dlckerman. 
served forty-three years, and Benjamin Blake- 
man fortf years 

Seven different persons have served as. clerk 
and treasurer, and eight as clerk. Five have 
served as treasurer. Thomas D. Robertson 
was treasurer for thirty-three years. 

Thirty-three different persons have served 
as trustees, of which G. A. Sanford served 
thirty years. 


“ A^TNETHon.sr BHSC ^r^r J “Mahon. J. T. Butler and James j. Flaherty, the 
• * * present pastor. 

.This Is the first church for colored people : The parochial residence was built by the 
established In Rockford. It was Instituted in R ev> Dr. Butler In 1873. and the school, a fine 
1891, with seven members and has steadily brick structure, by the prepent pastor, In 1891. 
Increased In numbers to fifty-two. ' The Dominican Sisters have charge of the 

At the time ofthe-esUblishment-oMhis—^hool. " ' 

church many of the colored people were allied The present church was built In 1866. and 
to other churches, but have gradually w ithdrawn M St $20,000. _ Improvements are being made. 
rrofinS5^i»dTnil!eIwnKTH5IFoinrpe5ple; which when completed will brin g the total cost 

-The society purq^tfiffa sue oi aa leei h«ul up to $35,000. The parochial school cost 

on Elm street and 155 feet on South Winnebago $17,000. and the residence cost $8,000. mak- • 

street, upon which is a building used for church , ng a total of $60,000 for real estate and 

purposes. The building has a seating capacity of improvements. '- 

135 apd jj usually well attended at the regular por maintenance and various church'Turr 
services. The property cost the society $2,000 the society has expended $252,837, fitak- 

upon which a debt remains of $1.085. Thlsthe , ng a grand total of $312,837 expenditure, 

society hopes to pay In the near future. Father James J. Flaherty has faithfully 

„--rTbfcSuMay^3chooElai-^~avfcr^CM^ lasteighiesiiyears. 

ance of thirty-five pupils. _ and has earned the kind regards of not only his 

The following pastors have served this partners but of the people of the entire com- 
soclety:, Revs. F. B. Jones. J. C. Anderson, mun )ty. Rev. Frank P. Murphy is serving as 
Richmond Taylor. Lewis Dixon, Sandy Me- assistant to Father Flaherty. 

Dowell. P. P. Taylor and S. B. Moore, the . ' . ' • 

present pastor, who can.. In October. 1900. central CHmsmAN church. 


purposes Is about $5,000. more recently organized societies, and has made 

- - • ■ *. - - * rapid progress. With twenty-three'members 


1898, It has had a most wonderful and success- 
St James congregation was organized In . . - ^ 


-tBSOrund' tn"the“ foltovtng’-year-Revr-John- 
Hampston was appointed pastor by Bishop 
Vjn de Velde. in 1852. father Hampston 
erected a small wooden church and frame 
dwelling at the comer of North Second and 
Prairie streets. It was not until 1866. under 
* the-pastorate of Rev. J. S. O'Neill, that a 
structure adequate to the needs of the growing 
congregation, was built on the adjoining let 

This parish originally Included the eastern 
half of Winnebago county, and a' part of- Ogle 
county, but now contains four churches, the most 
important of which Is St. Mary's. In West Rock- 
fort. which was built In 1885 by the Rev. E. H. 
Murphy, now of Chicago. 

St James church has had the services of 
the following pastors', Revs. John Hampston, 
George Hamilton. William Lambert, J. Bulger. 
John P. Donelan, J..S. O’NelU, Joseph Mc- 


The noted evangelist, B. C. Prather, organ- 
lzed.the society after holding a series of meetings 
In’ 1898. In 1899 Dr« D. R- Lucas, national 
chaplain of the G. A. R., was called to the 
pastorate, and during his pastorate meetings 
were held in the Y. M. C. A. hall. In Septem¬ 
ber. 1900. Rev. O. F. Jordon was called to the 
pastorate In which capacity he Is still serving. 

April 14, 1901. the society dedicated Its 
first house of worship, at the corner of South 
Church and Chestnut streets. On May 1.19.03, 
the membership had Increased to 145. Its total 
membership' represents 179 Individuals. The 
society has expended for all purposes $8,510. 

FIRST SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

The First Swedish Lutheran church was 
organized January 15,1854, with a membership 
ol seventy-seven. The first church- building 
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a wooden structure and cost $1,600. "the 
church was dedicated November 23. 1856. 
by Dr. Hasselqulst preaching tire dedicatory 
sermon. 

Rev. A. Andrea was called to the first pas¬ 
torate. and began his service ttv Ac«ustH 856. 
Reverend Andren built a parsonage on the 
church lot, which he sold to the society upon 
the termination of his pastorate. In I860. The 
seating capacity of the first church was about ' 

rapidly that more room became a necessity and 
the construction of a brick church on the present 
church site, was begun In 1868 and completed 
in 1869. at a cost of 523.000. 

This edifice also proved lo be inadequate for 
the needs of tile society as early as 1883. when 
the present chorch was built. The old structure 
was removed and tts place -occupied by the 
present beautiful building which cost 576,000, 
and has a seating capacity of about 2.000. 

This society has had a remarkable growth 
from Us organization to the present time. The 
original membership of se v en t y seven has been 
Increased to 2.200 during the forty-nine years. 


lshlng ” in ‘the state. The attendance IronT 
Sunday to Sunday has a large representation of 
men. and the average attendance ,*» ahaut 1,800. 

trinity engush Lutheran church. 

The Trinity English Lutheran church, located 
on North First street. Is one of the later additions 
to the large number ol beautiful church edifices 
-oHhe-eityr- ft. ts a brick structure and cost 

This church society was organized March 
10. 1895, with only fort yj uembers Services 
were first held to the Y. Tir C. A. building"and 
later to the old Christian church. In 1898 the 
society purchased the old church property for 
53.400. The old church edifice was tom down 
and the erection of the present church building 
was commenced In 1900. The, building w as 

Rev. W. H. Maans was the organizer oi 
this society and was Its pastor until he was suc¬ 
ceeded by the present pastor. Rev. H. M. 

• Barmen, who took ig> the work April 1, 1896. 

The society baa expended about 522.000 trT 


Lutheran- church came from this churc h, bu t money raised for all purposes during Its history 
this did not seem to retard Its growth. ^TSs^ wiU reach 542.000. 

. -socie ty ^freeT/om^rirf»aad-toconten^ -Therso cletyfofrt^ro^^ :. 

--.y ht r n»» »hir-h will perous condition. The total membership 1? 490. 

doubtless be accompibbed to 1904. ' " The Sunday school Is one • ***" ~' 

- —TOrso^tywtiSTKlebrateTB^mr'^fennia features TritieTS’SrironhETSCiety aM has an 

anniversary in February. 1904, which occasion enrollment of 650. • 
will be one bf the most important In Its history. 

The following pastors have served this sr. wary's cathouc church. 


church: Revs. A. Andren. A. W. Dahls ten. 
0. Peters. L. Johnston. Jari Half, and J. F. 
SeedofL The Reverend Peters served contin¬ 
uously for twenty-two and a half yean, and .the 
Reverend Johnston eight years. Reverend Hall 
died to 1896. after serving about one year. 
The pftacs* »stor. Reverend Seedoff. succeeded 
die Reverend Hafi, and has served continuously 


St Mary's ‘Catholic church was organized 
to 1885 by the Rev. E. H. Murphy, now of _ 
Chicago. This church was formed by an over¬ 
flow membership from St James church on the 
east side of the river, butts now one of the most 
Important churches to thedlocese.. The present 
membership Is about 3.000 and Is constantly 


In 1902 the society expended for all pur¬ 
poses $11,000. and the total expenditures during. 
Its work of nearly fifty yean will reach the large 
mm of 5360.000. 

The organ In this church cost $3,500. -The 
society Is one of the strongest and most flour- 


Stoco the pastorate of the Rev. E. A'. 
Murphy, there have been The following pastors: 
•Revs. M. McLaughlin. M. McMann. S. P. 
-teymeV R. SOS’. John Harrington, Paul Burke, 
and John Darsey, A. Carr and Stephen Woulf, 
assistant priests. 
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' The site for St. Mary’s church cost 58.500. Some of these were from other churches, but 
T.ie church building cost 550,000, and the this society cannot be considered as an offshoot 
parochial residence-cost $3,500, making a total from any other. 

value of $62,000 for society properly. For The site for the church edifice cost 51,800. 
maintenance and other objects about 5150,000 The building cost originally 55,500, but additions 
has been expended. • Adding this to church were recently made at a cost of $2,000. The 
property and $212,000 represents the total ex- parsonage property cost 52,500. 
pendltures of money by. th|s society, for all The church was organized under the admln- 
-puiposes. ... ! Istratlon of Presiding Elder Haight, and the first 

_ Rev. M. McL aughlin died while .serving as.-js ^ ,. .^ p ev . Frank -D.'-Sh«tr^hg _ Tervsd' 

pastor. '• five years. \ .He was followed by Rev. Frank 

grace methodist episcopal church. McNamer, who served two years. He was 
Grace Methodist church Is one of the later ““f 1 * *»**•■ 
church societies which was organized to West b * *"• E ' '‘ ™ 2 wo* 

Rockford to the fall of 1891. This thriving ad- pasto^Rev. E. K. D. Hester, took up the work 
dttton to the dtyhad reached a point when many “* 9 • 

of Its citizens felt the need of more convenient The society Is in a prosperous condition and 
church p rivileges, and th» organization of the 's constantly growing. The present membership 

A meeting was called and the desire for the The total value of church property Is 511,800, 

organization of a Methodist society prevailed. ‘The society has expended for all purposes about 
The charter membership numbered thirty-nine. 542,000. 
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DR. BROUGHTON’S SANITARIUM. 

Dr. Broughton's Sanitarium for the treat- 1st In the treatment of nervous diseases and 
ment and care of those suffering from alcohol, those attributable to drug and alcoholic addle- 
other drug habits and special nervous troubles, tions. he was most cordially assisted by his fei- 
has maintained Its hold on first place In Its field low physicians having patients requirlng-such 
and is wide ning Its benefice nt vdrk~everrtfcnrr t reatmentr.~rPurIhg.Ms Jong, service a t . Dw i g ht - -- - 



■ / ■ dW bROUGHTON'S sanitarium 


About three years ago. Dr. Broughton, who had 
for many years previous beea_emp!oyed.by Dr. 
Keefcy at his Dwight Institute. leased Dr. Ran¬ 
som's Sardtarium property' located on Rock 
rive’, opposite Harlem Park, and began fee work 
he bad so well fitted himself for. 

A physician of fee most ethical kind himself, 
and having'earned a high reputation as a special¬ 


ly formed an acquaintance which endried fee 
globe. He found feat he had friends In ev'eiy 
civilized country who were glad to direct afflicted 
ones to him. 

This recognition resulted In a greater num¬ 
ber of patients coming to him than he could ac¬ 
commodate In the up-river borne, so he pur¬ 
chased fee Keyt mansion on fee Rock river, just 


south of the city. opening the new place in June, 
1902, 

The Keyt residence Has long been famed for 
Its elegance In architecture. Its spacious rooms 
and costly construction. For many years It 
stood as a model of line resldencerhultaing; IT 
originally cost $30,000.00. and this amount has 


finished differently ana furnished In home like 
fashion. The first' atiTsecond floors were also 
redecorated throughout, and fee basement .was 
entirely made over for the opening of a large 
dining room, club room, kitchen and other rooms. 

' T he beau tmniycgfvedTvogtr»ork urnsrelfflfihcd ~ 
all over the house and restored tb the'beauty 




been Increased by later Improvements, before 
Dr. Broughton purchased It. 

He Immediately began a series ol expendi¬ 
tures which were to provide every convenience. 
No expense was spared In refitting the home for 
Sanitarium purposes. 

The great ball-room on the third floor was 
partitioned for sleeping rooms. Each room was 


which It mirrored when the house was first 
opened. A complete system of plumbing, hot 
water, heating and electric lighting appliances 
was Installed. 

The grounds which cover twelve acres and 
support the most varied and well cultured forest 
In this section were carefully groomed. 
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The doctor never paused to his work until 
ha had placed the whole In the state of perfec- 
-tlaa he had always hoped to Attala. <- 

While the premises are less than two miles 
from the center of the city, they are so nestled 
among-the-tree* and shnifcbery-that'the-utmost; 
sodusha Is Insured, and one Is as totally apart * 
from city life as In a dense, remote woodland 


attaint, though the dock work of the controlling 
power moves Incessantly. 

Patients from every state In the union-come 
lo the Sanitarium, it Is not uncommon to hear 
one say that he has traveled a thousand miles to 

reach Rockford.** ..- . ••• 

Dr. Broughton’s methods for treating his 
special class of diseases are confined to purely 



J , ' 

The charm and quiet of the place U especially medical lines. He Is not exploiting any proprie- 

dedrahis in the treatment of nervous diseases. tary remedy of any nature, kind or description. 

The management erf the Sanitarium Is per- His Is but a hospital for the treatment of hablt- 

fect Dr. and Mrs, Broughton seem fitted by ual diseases along the lines any other specialist 

nature for the care of such an Institution. The would act 

strictest discipline Is maintained In so kindly a Unfortunately the recruits to this Institution' 
way, that the place has none erf tfse air of re- do not ceem to grow less. The number he has 
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cured does not seem to diminish the supply, for 
. the rooms are continuously occupied. 

-Thr- present-largo- bulldingr •which at cne 

time appeared so roomy, Is now too small for 
his needs. If he decides to extend his cans to 

required. 




The Broughton Sanitarium Is one of the In¬ 
stitutions of which Rockford people .are-justly- - — — 

proud.- Its high professlonafxdrarae^-couplqd- 

with the personal worth of Its proprietor, has won 
the respect of all. 



' ' ' ^ ' AN INTCRlbg-IN'DR. BROUGHTON'S SANITARIUM 
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SCHMAUSS COMPANY. 

Leotard and Joseph Schmauss successors They give employment to fifty people In the 
to Leotard Schmauss, their father. In the meat different departments'of their business and are 
business, have established a targo wholesale and making additions and Improvements to their 
retail trade. They buy and slaughter only the facilities each year. The volume of business 
best stock the market afford*. By 61s means. Is constantly Increasing and ‘their customers are 
together wt6 upright and honorable dealing, they found In towns many miles from Rockford, 
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SKAND1A HARDWARE COMPANY. 


This Institution was established October 10, hardware, tinware, bulMers* hardwarffTTriachln- 
1892, and Is one of 6e youngest, and still one lets tools and evcything found In a first class 
of the.mast prominent Industries In,the city. It up Jprdate hardwareatore*... ■ - — 

Is locate at 32 7^329 Seventh-street,—The>^ The-present' mardjje'm'havir had "charge of 


store Itself Is a k e?nt l *'f , ~ g ^|f tl irft‘ ,, -‘ business the business since its Inception. The officers 
pbce. , ; . are Sanford Olson, manager; J. T. Peters, sec- 



.-- 1 . 


SKANDIA HARDWARE COMPANY. 


The company has built up a very successful 
business try strict Integrity, close attention to 
business, and by handling nothing but desirable 
goods. 

They keep a complete line of shelf arid heavy 


retary; Enoch Nicholson, head salesman: Charles 
Carlson, head of stove department, and Frank 
Tumos In charge of the tinners’ department. A 
cut of the Skandla Hardware Co.'s building ac¬ 
companies 61s sketch. 
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O. W. JOHNSON. 


The subject of this sketch was-fcom In 
Ontario. Canada, In 1873. and came to Rock- 
fordln 1894. when he*engaged la business with 
Root. Johnson &. Co. He continued with this 
firm ooe year, when J. E. Johnson and Tilson 


bought the Interest ol Mr. KodV"."Slr.”0‘"W^ 


Johnson remaining with the firm 

in 1899 he purchased the Interest of J. E. 
Johnson and the firm continued as Johnson & 


systems In the country, where their goods are 
kept sound and fresh and are delivered to the 
latl# best possible condition. In con¬ 
nection with fruits and vegetables, the company 

handles, annually, mUlIc"* of eggs. _ _ 

-TofficeTs ■marftarned'ar 105'SouthWifer- 


street. Chicago, from which point Wisconsin, 
Illinois and a part of ipdlana are supplied with 
goods. The Rockford trtdacovera northern 



Ttbon. in 1901 Mr. Frank Ward bought the Illinois and southern Wisconsin. In nrfar 
Interest £ Mr. TUson and these parthg-TaVe handle tbs trade-in 
sloce constituted die firm. A general commls- ' J ~ 


skm and wholesale b u si ness Is carried on by 
this firm., “Vegetables and fruits c.f all kinds 
are In carload lots or in smaller quan- 

- titles. They have one of the finest cold-storage 


has opened a branch office at Madison, which 
point will be used as a purchasing point for eggs 
as well as a distributing point for fruits and 
vegetables. 


R-erCK FORD 
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HON. WILUAM L/THROP. 

Hon. William Lathrop wa Km fir Stafford. 
-Cenetee-counlyr-Ne w Yoi k . Ap r il 1 171 T 825. 
and was educated In the public schools. 

" Mr. Lathrop ’studled law at Atfca, New 
York, and was admitted to the bar In 1850. 
He removed .to Knox county, Illinois, In the 
spring of 5850, and to Rockford January I, 

1851. where he has sinceresided:-’- 

When the city government was organized In 
1852 hewas.elecled.to 4h»offlc»^>f city-clerk 
Mr, Lalhrop Is not a politician, but was* 
elected to congress on the Republican ticket In 


and Robert'are attorneys and have offices In, 
'the building with their father. The family resl- 
- dence- Is- a t-Nor-403 Rocktorr avenue:-“ 


RALPH EMERSON. 

Ralph Emerson, son of Ralp h ‘and Ella 
(Rockwell) Emerson, was bom at Andover, 
Mass,., May 3, 1831. Hejwas a. teacher Iri- 
New England, where he also studied law. He 
re moved to Bloomin gton. Illinois, when twe ntv , 
"years of age. where he continued the study of 
law. He became Intimately acquainted with 
Abraham Lincoln, which ac^salntanco continued 



MON. aWLUMI LATHROP. 

1876. and served one term with marked ability 
and to the satisfaction of bis constituents. He_ 
has a large law practice and enjoys the confi¬ 
dence of the people of the community. 

Mr. Lathrop was married to Miss Adeline 
. Pfitter of Rockford, and has five children. Julia, 
Anna, Edward, William and Robert Edward 


during the life of the latter. Through Mr. 
Lincoln’s advice, he abandoned'law and engaged 
In Industrial pursuits. 

He removed first to Beloit, WIs., and to 
Rockford In 1852, where he has since resided: 
He first engaged In the hardware business and 
then became a manufacturer. He has been 
prominently connected, either as president, vice- 
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president, director, trustee, sole owner, leading 
partner, or otherwise, with the organization and 
working of over forty different manufacturing. 


CAPT. JOHN' H. SHERRATT. 
Captain John Hall Sherratt was bom In 


worwng or over tony uuierem nwmu-oiu....*. Wln ~~w 0 c ' ouW y. lUInoIs. April 12. 1844. and 
commercial, financial, agricultural, educational 
and charitable enterprises, some of national 
reputation. 

These enterprises Include such Interests as 
_the manu factu re of agric ultural Implements, 

"knitting machines, horieryjcottongoods^woolen 
goods, lumber, two Insurance companies, two 
"BTOBBatlbaidcs, and two electric companies, one 

cl which does the enti re -e l e ctric lightin g- nf t h e -- 

city of Rockford. He at one time owned a • j 
_ farm with aver three square miles under the plow, I 

He Is still In active control d several of I 
Rockford's roost Important Industries. He Is j 
president of the Emerson Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany. one of the hugest Institutions In the 

Mr. Emerson married Miss Adeline Elizabeth 
Takott. daughter of Hon. Walt and EUzabeth 
Anna 1858- 

- Sbe'was4wrrr«t^rre»»f : Gi>ekia-«J^^ ' ■ 

, October-tt -i83?. ^ : w ;; ipaduaied at - 

• Rutger's College. New York Q*. with the class »• - 

of 1856. imd previous to marriage taught school _• - 

nr RncitM ana'Rockferd. ' ■ was educated in the public schools, His parents, 

nnnng^fc 



Poems'' and “Membrial" of her son, have mel 
with a glad welcome andhlgh commendation. 


the most noted battles of the war. He was 
mustered out of service January 31,1866, with 


... the rants of captain. Upon returning to Rock- 

Mr. and Mrs. forf. he beornTltotmed with the Rockford 

drea. five of whom are now. Hvtng. Aoellne _ . 


. wife of Nortnan Frederick Thompson, 


a Company, as'general agent for a time 


-. —.— — "J and later as assistant secretary. January 1, 

banker In Rockford; Harriet Elizabeth. . 18807he severed htt connection wfffi the'Rock- 

V/lIllam E- Htnchllff. manulatriurer of f^ord ^ ^ tha of a* Forest 

Mary, wife of Edward P^ Ljrihr^Uv^er Insumca Company. which position he held, 

Rockford; Charlotte Belle, wife c< Darwin Mill J ...... . 


Keith ,"m" D., of Rockford; and Dora Bay. wife 
of Prof. WlHIam Morton Wheeler. Ph. D.. cura- 


n years, and was then elected president, which 
xsltion he stUl holds. He was a director of tire 


-.. „ , Nah „, H ,,. nrv Third National Bank for several years, and at 

tor in tire American Museum of Natural History. Spalford, In 1897. was elected 

New York City. The family residence Is at «• ° . u ,_- <-•- 


No. 427 North Church street 


president of this Institution. Under his admin¬ 
istration the business of the bank.has met with 
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marked success, and Is one of the strong finan¬ 
cial Institutions of the city. Captain Sherratt 
was elected mayor of Rockford In 1889, and 
served two years. He assisted In the organiza¬ 
tion of the Country Club and was Its first presi¬ 
dent. He Is a member of tho G. A. R. and 
Military Order of the Loyal Legion.. He Is the 
dpreildeni-of. -the-board- of trustees of Rockford 
College and* trustee of the RockfcrdClty Hos¬ 
pital. In both of which. Institutions he la deeply 
Interested. CaptalnSherratl war married to Miss 
-Harriett E. Wight, daughter of Hon. James 
M. Wight, of Rockford, July 9. 1873. Mrs. 
Sborratt is prominent In literary circles, is the 
author of “ Mexican Vistas," and several beau- 
tlful poe ms^-Tbefamily residence Is at No. 1907 
Harlem avenue. 

HON ARTHUR H FROST. 
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of states attorney In 1892. and re-elected In 
1096 and 1900. He resigned this office Feb- 
ruary 24. 1901, and was elected judge of the 
circuit court February 25. the same year, and 
was re-elected to this office June 1, 1903. 

Judge Frost has executed the duties pertain¬ 
ing to these several judicial offices with distinct- 
tlon-and-fidelity, and enjoys the confldenarof— 
the bar and the people, without, exception. 

He practiced law as a member of the firm of 
Frost & McEvoy. from December, 1888 to 
March.-t901. with marked success. 

Socially be Is a member of the K. of P. and 
the Masonic order. "* 

He was married to' Mbs Ida Southgate. May 
17 , 1083, and has four children: Bertha Helen, 
aged 19; Raymond Southgate, aged 17; Arthur 
’ H„ aged 12. and Walter K„ aged 7. The 
family residence is at No 712 North Church 


The subject of this sketch was bom In 
St. .Johnsbury. Vermont. May 12, 1856, and 
came to Rockford Jn,’l®,61, where ha received 


HON..RUFUS C. BAI LEY. 

Hon Rufus C. Ballev w2s born In Auburn,. 



.Maine, July ,28. 1833. HI* primary education 



HON. ARTHUR H; FROST. 

his education, being a graduate from the East 
Side £lgh School. 

Judge FrosJ studied law In the office of the 
late N. C. Warner, and was admitted to the 626 
January 19, 1879. He was elected to the office 



HON. RUFUS C. BAILEY. 

received In the public schools of his native 
1 , and preparation for college vas made In 
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the Auburn and WatervtUe academies. He vas 
graduated from the scientific department of 
Amherst College In 1855, and came to Rock* 
ford In October of that year. r 

He served as a civil engineer from 1855 to 
1858 and then took up the study of lair. He 
ns admitted to the bar August 18. 1860. and 
- practiced this profession In this dtv until 1873.. 
when he was elected county Judge 'which office 
he has held with honor and distinction continu¬ 
ously since. He was made city clerk In I860 
and held the office durtr* si* years. In^ 1863 
be was elected to the office of city attorney. 

It is an unprecedented fact that Judge Bailey 
has most acceptably ftfled the office of county 
judge In Winnebago county _a greater number of 
years than any other Incumbent In the history 
of the count;’. 

Judge and Mrs. Bailey reside at No. 702 
North Main street 


three years was engaged In the real estate bust- 
ness, exchanging hts Wisconsin and Iowa lands 
for property In Rockford and vicinity. During 
this time he became possessed of forty farms In 
Winnebago and Ogle counties, which he after* 
wantS exchanged for city property. Rockford 
owes much of Its prosperity, beauty and progress 
fn thw enter prise and devoted p llhUr Spirit ti t . — 
such men as Mr. Woodruff has proved himself 
to be. He has ever taken a lively Interest In all 
progressive Improvements for the betterment 
and welfare of the city, and acceptably served 
asicnaayor from 1873 to !||p. Woodruff# 
addition to the dty will become an hocorablo 
monument to the family. Ho has soon the 
plan* grow from an humble village to the mag¬ 
nificent proportions of a beautiful city and has 
personally aided, by his Influence and a liberal 
use of hts money, In securing the location of 
manufacturing and industrial institutions in 


GILBERT WOODRUFF. 

""TSQuSject. o f thlssketd^ waxipro Nov. - 
30.1817. at Wafcito^'TC'rriMB* wT«C 
Mr. ard Mrs. Frederick Woodruff. During h& 

boyhood days be attsr>dc4^*tte^ 

the winter terms and worked on his father's 

farm durtog the- summer. * Having completed^ 


grocery business with a smaB capital, to his native 

city. At the end of six months be add out hts , 
stock and opened a large store, which he con¬ 
ducted most successfully for two and a haH years. 

By prudent and economical m a n age m ent during 
tills time be had Increased his capital so that he 
was enabled to Invest considerable surra to real 
estate, and titte business aoco assumed large pro¬ 
portions. While engaged in the real estate bud- . 
ne3s be boBt many Important swactares. among 
which was the Wasto«ton HaB block to Water- 

town. to 1857. he dosed Out hfs business to - ^ ' 

the east and removed to Dubuque. Iowa, where ouseot woodrust. 

he spent a year looking after hl» financial! Inter- ’ 

estTwhile engaged to the real estate business Rockford until It Is conceded to be one of the 
in Watertown, he loaned considerable money to most Important manufacturing centers west of 

parties In Wisconsin and Iowa, and had also to- Chicago. 

vested in lands In both states. Mr. Woodruff He was one of the originators of the 
came to Rockford to 1858. and during the first Rockford National Bank and was elected Its 
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president In 1871. which office he has success- and most scrupulous honesty and among the 
fully administered continuously s'ince. He was long list of Rockford’s honored citizens there are 
.pne of the founders of fho Forest City Insurance none more highly honored and esteemed than is , 

Company In 1873 and acted as Its president for. Mr. Woodruff, the quiet 9ftl*fllli-• -- 

many yeari. In 1875 he organized theForest Mr. Woodruff was married to Mls^lancy 
City Furniture Company of which he Is still Fay to 1840. and seven children were.bom to 
president, and this baa become, one -of the them,,fou r Ji ufT 

great share of the credit for the development Mrs. Duncan H. Ferguson and William F. 
and wonderful growth of’ the busy business Woodruff. 

thoroughfare knows** Seventh street. He was Mrs. Woodruff died In 1875, and to 1879 
among the first to erect business buildings In 'Mr' Woodruff .was married to Mrs. Augusta 
that section, had firm faith In the future of the Todd and they now reside at the old homestead 
streetand has expended much money In business on South Third street 

Nocks along It. adding greatly to Its beauty and —:-~ 

stability. He can rightly be termed the Father HON. E. B. SUMNER, 

of Seventh street, and Its marvelous growth has 

always been to him a matter of special pride attorney and cotlnselor-at-law. was bom to Peca* 
and satisfaction. tontca. Illinois. Nov. 14, 1850, and, was gpi- 

, He also built two of the finest business blocks . 

on West State street, one of which Is the 
Rockford National’ Bank building and the- 
-otb^^thaWoodfuffJ tiockJust-a croe s-theFstree tr^ 

lor the excellent street railway system enjoyed 
by Rockford today. He Invested heavily to the 
property'when ft wai"far'Trom a paying proper 
slilon. assisted In bringing about a reorganization 
and consolidation of the two cjty lines, together 


and It Is today one of the best Investments to 
the west. He was one of the organizers and a 
heavy stockholder to the Insurance Company of 
the State of Illinois, of Rockford; and was ever 
willing to back bis faith in its future with his. 
money. Time showed his wisdom and the 
company Is now on a solid, paying basis. 

Mr. Woodruff Is an active member cf the 
First Congregational church of Rockford. He 
Is one of the trustees of Rockford College, which 
ranks high among the educational Institutions of 
the west. He Is a staunch republican. Socially 
he leads a quiet, unostentatious life and Is 
always accessible to the most‘humble of his 
fellow citizens. He has bestowed with a liberal 
hand and 'an unselfish spirit to all cases of 
necessity and distress when called upon for aid. 
to his business career and through life he has 
maintained a reputation of the highest Integrity 


uated from the Rockford High School, class of 
1866, In 1867 he entered the University of 
Michigan, and was graduated from the Literary 
department to 1873, and was admitted to the 
bar for the practice of law, at Detroit the same, 
year. His admission to the practice of law to 
Illinois, took place at Mount Vernon, June, 1873. 
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and b<*«to a stock of shoes, where be remained’ 
la trade until'‘coining to Rockford to 1&58. 
Upon his arrival’to the Forest City he si once 
entered a busbies career which grew to such 
proportions as.te place him la die front ranks of 
financiers and toasters to giant business enter¬ 
prises. His We was bis business which was 
conducted upon a scald that would cause one 
less timid to hesitate. Mr. Price never faltered. 
Hi$ plant to aK business enterprises were well 
hid and carried out wtth mathematical precision. 
If they tolled, tt was not due to any lack on his 
part bat to circumstances beyond his control. 

He relied upon his own resources to ptonntog lor 

future success for himself and the city he loved 
so will. In the best sense of the term, be was 
a self made man. 

Wbefr flmt cacnlng to Rockford he engaged 
In the shoe business, but to 1860 he commenced 
'the manufacture of gloves, which-be carried on 


Rockford’s most —-- 

pavements.. >r. Price was one of Rockford's 

promlafcnt citizens *nd. to fact, he had no peer 
to his sell-sacrlflctog liberality for the upbuilding 
of the city. HU life was a part of the city’s 
We. as he was one of Its early settlers and It 
grew to Its present proud position under his 
magic touch and Inspiration. " "New Industries" 
was the keynote he always sounded and: others 
wotod get Into harmony with his music and 
when a» moved together, wonderful results 
followed. 

He It was who inspired the Institution of the 
watch factory, silver plate works, bolt-works, 
tack factory, city, railway, and the Ingersoil 
MUltog Machine company. He Invested large 
sums of money to these Industries, and In some 
Instances large sums were lost, but he pushed 
all the harder to win success for the good of the 
dty. He favored public Improvement notwlth- 
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standing the fact Shat he would be heavily taxed On the compleflort of this work he returned to 
therefor. His civic pride, when placed |n the Rockford to take charge of the private affair* of 
financial" balance, outweighed all other consider- Mr. Ralph Emerson. 

atl&ns. Among otherpublic...enterprises .In _Atthe election- of officer: far the Manufac- 

whlchhe was a moving spirit,-was the North hirers' National Bank In 1900. Mr,Thompson 
End addition In which ^e Invested $250,000.00. wai made the vice-president and actlng_offlcer 
- - Mr, Price fhe-presIdent'pHhe^frW. —of "this" InstnUHSnT” Hfa T Iaige "experience' In 

Silver Pile Company, and vlce-presldent.of tbo In the east, made him a desirable person to fill 
Rockfotd City Railway C©rpf>to»y,'to all of which this Important position In one of Rockford’s 
Institutions he was a by » Investor. Mr. Price --stron g e st -most-reliable and’ deservedly popular 
was liberal to a fault and many were the chart- banking houses. 


' tl^exteikW-to-bslh-imNlfrrandT^fvate^nter--- 
priset — Mr; Price experiencedheavy IpIseS IrT' 
some of. his enterprise*, about $500,000 having 
beeisweptaway ajreveraea cams^but at thl»-- 
be dtdnot falter. New energy was thrown Into - 
hi* business and much of the fosses •recovered, .-; 
jMter spending, the best part pfhls rao*h§| 
. aetlvt* add valuable life In the upbuilding of the .'tj£ 
rtty of bis adoption and of his best love, bo was ■ 
called to his long home at'five o'clock to tbr.« 


- "Mrr PricemarriedMIsjrFrancea fraiie War 
ner of Milan. Penn., to 1863, UfT had One child 
who Is Mii. Mau d e Price Kntglit.' Mrs. Pric e, 
the'daughter, Maude, and two grandchild! 
Henry Price ICilght and Mary Daphne Knight, 
ora now Ih rtmy. JThft family wwlrfftngA- 
No. 929 North Mato street 


Norman f. Thompson. 

Norman F. Thompson was bom-to Perry, 
Georgia, June 27,1856, and came to Rockford 
with his parents to 1857, wbeic he received the 
benefit of the city schools and where thorough 
preparation was made for a broad and finished 
education.. He was graduated with honors from 
the Yale University to the class of 1881, and 
has since been Identified with Important business. 
Interests to .New York City, Buffalo and Rock¬ 
ford. He was for several year? connected with 
the Equitable Mortgage Company of New-York, 
as assistant secretary and treasurer, and, later 
Became the treasurer of the Equitable Securities 
Company of. New York. He resigned this 
position to fake charge of reorganlztng a-machln* 
screw company In Buffalo, and as assistant re¬ 
ceiver of the Equitable Mortgage Company. 


Mr, Thompson was city treasurerjfrom 1901 
to 1903. He Is trustee for the Y. M. C. A. 
and Archean Union, . No. 1. Socially he Is a 
member of the Twentieth Century Club, Chi¬ 
cago; Graduates Club, New Haven, Conn.'; 
Bankers Club, Chicago; and Country Club and 
Beefsteak Club of Rockford. He Is a member 
of the board of directors of the Burson Knitting 
Company and the Manufacturers’ National 
Bank. , 

Mr. Thompson married Xdallne E. Emerson, 
oldest-daughter of Ralph Emerson, on'January 
10, 1803. Their children are Norman F. 
Thompson. Jr., aged 19, at Yale University; 
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Ralph E. Thompson, aged 15. at Hotchkiss 
School; Adalyn Thompson, aged 13, at Rock¬ 
ford College. 

INGALLS- CARLETON 
is a son of the late Jeremiah Carieton of Barre. 
Vermont, and his wife Betsey Robey Carle t on 
of Dunstable. New Hampshire. 


lngals Carieton was bora to Marshfield. Ver¬ 
mont. Uarch 30th. 1824. of English descent. 

. and U * representative of the twenty-six* g«»- 
crattoo from the noted Baldwin De Carieton. 
vbo ihred’ In England to the year 1066. and 
whose descendants occupied Carieton Hall for 
six hundred years. Later, otter descendants of 
prominence appeared, among whom were Sir 
Dudley Carieton. a statesman, who was created 
Viscount ^Dorchester by Charles I., died In 
1651. auxTsir’Guy Carieton. first Governor Gen- 
ertl of ajji the first Lord Dorchester. 

Amcxv tee Carieton family of this country 
are found fanners, soldiers, mtatiters and men 
of Vetters. Mr. Carieton's son. Leonard Ingalls, 
represents the twenty-sevsnth. and his grandson. 
Robe, Freeman Cariston. tee twenty-eighth 
generation of Carietons of the tenth century. 
Mr Carieton. his son and grandson, are entitled 
to tee family coat of arms of Oxfordshire. Un- 


don and Surrey. *he motto of which Is.”M m ad 
ptmaen." 

Mr. Carieton was educated In the public 
schools of his native town, and when young 
taught three winter terms of school. He repre¬ 
sented his district (n the Vermont legislatureTn^t 
1855. In 1656 he came to Rockford, brisoon , 

— returned" to btaT Vermont homefwhere he was 
re-elected to tee legislature. In 1857 again 
rWjrest and located »n Rockton. where he 
tameda copartnership with the late George H. 
Hollister, and built a large flouring mill and ele- 
ind engaged I n tHRiM fig ahd'grafjrTbusl- ~ 

_AfteT a successful ten year’s business 

riw firm sold Its milling Interests. Mr. Carieton 
removed to Rockford, where he has since resl- 
cl retirement, looking alter hts large real 
(Interests In this county and South Dakota. 
His residence In East State street is one of the 
most beautiful homes In this city, and has been 
occupied by tea family since 1877. 

Hr Is «te-Qt the . fe v surviving 

j^Tdelatata Freeport" to 1858. and the many 
Storing Incidents of the occasion are still fresh 

tirhls menwr -He-has-alway^uken a deep 

' i public affairs.'and by his generosity 
his aided to the development and substantia^ 
growth otttVc^;“ *'* ... 

HeWaT TOPriedat Rockton lnI86frto-Mm- 
Amy Lawrence, a’daughter of’Luther Lawrence. 

. and Ms wife, Adella Loomer Lawrence, of Rbck- 
^ ton. Mrs. Carieton's lather traces hts ances- 
, jo,, to Str Robert Lawrence of Ashton Hall, 
id England, who was knighted In the year 1190. 
w Among his descendants have been many people 
nf of prominence andHrorth. Conspicuous In this 
ilr country were Amos and Abbott Uwrence of 
sd Groton, Massachusetts, the driglnal home of 

ta John Uwrence. of Suffolk. England, who set- 

n- tied there In 1635. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carieton have one son. Uon- 
’ -rd Ingalls, who was bom at Rockton. Hts wife 
sn Is Alice Freeman Carieton. a daughter of the 
b. late William Edward and Sarah Hill Freeman 
»r, of Cheltenham. England. 
i!h Two children have been bom to them, 
ry Leonard Ingalls. Jr., who died January 20. 902, 
ed aged tv/yeare. and Robey Freeman Carieton, 
in- who was bom August 28, 1902. 
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HON. JOHN C. GARVER (deceased) 

- The subject of this sketch was a son of John 
Garver, who came from Pennsylvania and set- 
‘ tied on a farm near Pecatonlca In an early day. 
where John C. was bom November 16. 1843, 


Ing Robert R.’HItt and Col. B. F. Sheets both 
entered the race and Mr. Hitt was nominated, 
although Winnebago county stood by Judge 
Garver. h 

In 1886 Mr. Garver was elected to the Cir¬ 
cuit bench to succeed Judge James Cart wright 
' iwho ha d been'elevated to ' tE ie Supreme b enchJa_ 
[udga Bailey who had died. After fill¬ 
ing out the unexpired !*'rm of Judge Cartwright, 
he was elected to the office for the full term, 
te served frequently upon the bench iirChlcago. 
with great acceptance. _ • 

"Judge "Carver~was shard, conscientious 


worker as a lawyer and an exemplary and upright 
Judge, Socially he was a Pa»i Master of E. F. 

- W. E11IS Lodge of Masons. Past Commander of 
Crusader Commandeiy, a member of the Con¬ 
sistory and Shrine, Knights of th« Globe, Forest 
City Lodge of United Workmen, Odd Fejlows 
and Woodmen. 

- . ’ He was married to Miss Sarah A. Scgur, of 
Rockford . Nove mber 25,. 1875. ..Mrs, Garver— 

of .John'Sejjur,who Is stJIf’ilYlng 

|iiTRocBord. 

Six children were bom to Judge and Mrs. 

.-.Garver, five of whom are now living; -Laura M.. 

" Lewis C.l Earl, Eva and Howell. 

The* family residence Is at No. 1103 South 

—Maln-streetr:— *. -—;-r?’ 


Judge Garver spent his boyhood days upon 
his father’s 'farm, and received hls primary edu¬ 
cation In the public schools. He took a course 
at the Wittenburg College In Springlleld, Ohio, 
where he received his degree. He studied law 
under the tutorship of Gen. Kelfer, of Ohio, who 
was at one time Speaker of the House of Con¬ 
gress. >He was admitted to the bar In 1871, 
and commenced the practice of his profession 
In Rockford. . 

• He quickly gained the confidence of the peo¬ 
ple and the bar, and rose rapidly In his profes¬ 
sion. He was elected States Attorney, which 
office he filled two terms with marked ability. 

In’ 1882 Judge Garver was a candidate for 
Congress, and would have received the nomina¬ 
tion and election but for the sudden death of 
Major Hawk, which occurred shortly before the 
meeting of the convention which occasioned Its 
adjournment without action. At Its next meet- 


' Judge Garver died November 27, 1901, 
loved and mourned by the entire Community. 

, • MAYOR CHARLES E. JACKSON. ’ 
With no other name could the title of this 
work, •• Rockford Today,” be more aptly asso¬ 
ciated than that of Charles E. Jackson who was. 
In May of this year. Installed as mayor of this 
city. In early life he has won success In busi¬ 
ness, is liberal and progressive In his political 
views, stands for good city government and Is 
essentially a home man. Those estimable qual¬ 
ities so typical of Rockford, are reflected by Its 
new mayor, who Is a product of its public schools 
and Its business Institutions. Mr. Jackson was 
bom on a Boone County farm, four miles from 
Belvldere, Ills., Nov. 30, 1667. When he was 
four, months old his parents moved to Rockford, 
which place he has ever since respected as his 
home. After completing his studies In the pub- 
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Uc schools ho entered business life as a clerk 
In a retail clothing store. Reaching a more use¬ 
ful era of efiidencyT he vent out as a traveling 
salesman,, in which vocation he continued for 
several years. In 1891 he established the whole- 
- sal* portrait and frame, butfacsx.wkch he has 



cal mayoral candidate of a majority ot his fel¬ 
low citUens, a majority which Increased In num¬ 
ber as election day drew near. His first offl- 
dal ads have Justified the claims made by his - 
friends as to his fitness for executive honors. 
He has selected, his .. 

_as-to geographical - 

progressive business policy which will contribute 
toward the city’s welfare. While essentially a 
home man he is a member of the Royal Arca¬ 
num. Modem Woodmen of America, and A. O. 

M W, fraternal order?. In which h e has seriously - 
Wnisarr-^rT^n 

in 1898 to Nellie L. Brown, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs- Chas. "E^Jlre^h- 
ambitions of a political nature other than those 
which make for good dty government, he has 
. not disclosed them to even his ckwest friends, 
and the belief obtains that his foremost aim Is 
to see die best Interests of Rockford developed 
along broad, peaceful and permanent line*. 





to every state to the uriksf: iWd Into foreign coun- - 
tries. As enetgettc vAvker for &e commer¬ 
cial supremacy of the city .He was chosen pres¬ 
ident of toe East State Sheet Business Men’s 
Association. -In that position he displayed qual¬ 
ities for feadeitoip which caused his came to be 
mentioned as a candidate for alderman from 
his home ward, and, after a spirited campaign 
Trfddi usually follows fa a bailiwick where dtl- 
is appreciated, be became Alderman 
Jackson. In hts new office be surprised his best 
friends try his temperate demeanor debate, his 
uniform courtesy toward his coDeagues and the 
dear cut manner to which be cared for the in¬ 
terests of his people. During his tvo years ser¬ 
vice as akJetipsn he «came the central figure • 
oi.amarenumtto modify the existing ward lines 

"'***.»,J-“*»*°*»<»**«* 

of that movement made him the log!- 1868. 


HON. .CHMBUWJW JWWJS3,. 


1880. and had four children. Marein S.. Mabel 
J;, Helen K. and Charles Enoch. 


JOHN LAKE. 

John Lake was bom on Blackford Farm, 
Selworthy Parish. England. March 27. 1821. 
said farm was then the possession of his pater¬ 
nal grandfather, who was a farmer, dairyman, 
miller, malster. and a dealer In all kinds of 


United States ' He -secured passage on the 
. ••Sjyre'm,” a sailing vessel, loaded with Iron for 
> P-hlCideipha. The voyage was beset by fearful 
storms and continued through seven long weeks 
before the arrival at Philadelphia. 

He Immediately set out for Rockford, where 
he e'xpected to join his uncle Thomas, but was 
detained by Illness at Rockport, a small town on 
the Ohio river, and did not arrive in Rockford 
until December l, 1837.’ 


seeds, William Lake, the father of John Lake, He did farm work for three years, and then 
was also bom on Blackford' Farm tc 1798. and apprenticed himself to Thomas Thatcher, a 
died when-John was but six months old.. John's Joiner, carpenter, and architect, with wages at 
mother married again, and he was reared byTil^ $5.00 per monthand board.' At the end of one 
grandmother fa the old home. Mr. Lake was year -he felt competent to start' in business for 
given excellent educational advantages byprf- himself lit the same line. He worked, by the 

vate teachers. ' .day and did contract work until 1853. when he 

_ He comm enced toearnhlsownjlylng when, formed a partnership with P. Ho’gj^toejjgage 

fourteen years of age byjyorking on a farm. In fa the lumber trade. Their yard was located 
May. 1836, he proposed going' to the United where the East Rockford. Chicago fc North- 
States, but was opposed In tots by his family, western passenger station now stands, which 






































94 


ROCKFORD 


at that time, the terminal of the Chicago & Gal- 1634, on the ship Hopewell from London, Eng- 

ena rallvay. When the rallvay was extended land, and settled In Ipswich. M 

across the river In 1853 they removed the yard The grandfather of oursubiecti EUsha Brown, 
to the West side, where they did business until was bom ! P s ' lch - ^ 

1856. when they sokl out to Mr. Freeman. and removed to Hlngton.!M**-. ’ 

b h™*-. ^ 

'"to cornerofThlrd and State streets, where Bunker Hill. He removed to Springfield. \&r- 
*e dW business until ’ 1859. when he sold out to moot. In 1778. where the father of our subject. 




Cook- fe Bro; In 1663 he formed a partnership 
with Henry Fisher on the Wes t side, and carried 
t» the lumber barir^ rnttil 1867. when bo 
agaht sold out and re-vtslted England, extending 
hts'Jcuroey to Ireland. Scotland. France. Italy. 
Switzerland and Gejjnany, returning to Ro 
ford in the falL In 1868 he formed a five-year 
partnership wtth Sedy Perry, vbtoh was terml 
rated to 1874. after which he spent three years 
in Europe. He visited California in 1885. 

He was vice president of the Rockford Fire 
—Isttfahce Co.'frdnrt866Tn t835. wheHhe-was 

•made president- ... 

In 1873 be was elected an alderman from 
the Second ward, and served continuously for 
ten years, i part of this time he was' aba ps 

supervisor. ^_ . ’ 

~ ~ In 1877 be was th e chairman^ theBoara 


He was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
Cf the 1. 0. O. F. and Representative to'the " 
Sovereign Grand Lodge of the United States. 

for six consecutive years. 

Mr. t «ire was married to Miss Aimed - ? M. _ 
Danley. daughter of Cornelius and Sarah Dan- 
ley. of Harlem. HUmB. October 11. 1849. 
Seven children were bom to them, but three 
died to tnfancy. 

The family residence is at No. 2211 Easr 
State street. 


Jonathan Brown, was bom October 5, 1796. 
His mother. Hannah Stocker Brown, was of 
and Scotch descent, whose father was a 
soldier in the war of the Revolution, and partici¬ 
pated In the battle cf Bunker HID and at York- 
town. when Cornwallis surren dered . His 
great grandfather Bates was kijriatthe battle 
of Bunker HUL 

Horace J3rown was educated in the schools 


Horace Brown was bom in Springfield. Wind¬ 
sor county, Vermont. June 24. 1824. He Is a 
descendant on hfe father’s sMe. cf one of our 
oldest American families which traces Us Unc¬ 
age to Edward Brown, who was bom In 1591. 
ir. Horton. Kenby county. Kent. England, and 
who came to America, arriving February 17. 


of his native county. He assisted upon his 
father’s farm until twenty years of age when he 
.engaged to work one season for William Thayer, 
whose daughter. Mary A., be’afterward married. 

In 1845 be engaged In the manufacture of 
floor oil doth In Lanslngburgh, N. Y.. where he 
remained until 1850. when he came to lUlnols. 
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arriving In Rockford May 12th. The popula¬ 
tion of the township at that time was about 1,800. 

He pur chased a farm in New Milford town¬ 
ship whiehhe leased, and returned to his home 
In the east where he was married September 
. 12, -1850, to Miss Marr A. Thayer, who 


died March 23. ’l890. Carrie A. was bom July 
27, 1860, and died April 10, 1885. 


JOHN DEXTER WATERMAN 
was born in Decatur, Otsego county, New York. 
DecemberT7rf846,7ivri3 a son of Hamilton _ 
-boro-Febniary-16r432?i-sndHmmedlatelyrre*—5Hd"Ma‘ry Waterman. 


turned to Rockford. 

The following spring he returned'to Lanslng¬ 
burgh, where he worked In the oil cloth factory 
until June. 1853, wjlen he again returned to 
Roc kford and traded his farm for West sit 
” property, and engaged In the livery business In 
partnership with W. G, Reynolds, After two 


terest and returned to his native town, where he 
engaged fn several lines of business. In tha 
spring of 1859 be again returned to Rockford.- 
where he has since resided on what Is known as 
Park Ridge, on the East side of the river. The 
home Is one of the most beautifully 
-- the cltyr- - 


'.". .' JMOrown is a charter member ofihe 
ford National Bank, and has served as Its vice 
president since Its organization In 1871. He 
was also a ctarter memberot the ForeslClty 
Insurance Co., and has served as a member of 

-ttiTboard'Of directs* and as treasurer and vice- 

elected. president of the 


" president. HtT 
Skandla Furniture. Co. upon Its organization. 
He also served as director and president of the 
Insurance Company of the State of Illinois dur¬ 
ing the first years of Its business. Upon the 
death of Gilbert Woodruff he was elected presi¬ 
dent of the Rockford National Bank 

William Thayer, Brown, only son of Horace 
and Mary Brown, was bom In Rockford, Illinois, 
March 2, 1854. Is a member of the firm of A. 



.JOHN .DEXTER WATfRMAN. 


clerk in a geneial store, at Worcester, New 
York, Eighteen months later he entered the 
United States Naval service and served on Ad¬ 
miral Porter's flagship during the last year of 
the civil war. At the close of the war he came 
to«Rockford and engaged In railroading and man¬ 
ufacturing interests. He served as Rockford’s 


G. Spaulding 8c Bros. He resides In East postmaster tinder both Cleveland administrations. 


Opnge, N. Y. His office- Is at 126 Nassau 
street. New York. He married Miss Mary L. 
Spaulding. August 24, 1875, who was bom Oc¬ 
tober 23. 1854, and has tour children, Horace 
5.. Harriet Irene. William Thayer. Jr., and 
Elizabeth. 


He organized the Forest City National B. 
and was made Its president, which office he still 
holds. Although this bank Is one of the youngest 
in the city. Its business and reliability ranks sec¬ 


ond tc 


Mr. Waterman married Miss Emma J. 


Alice C. was bom March 26 1856. She Wolford, of Cohoes. New York, in 1871. The 
married D. H. Ferguson, of Denver. Colorado, family residence is at No. 754 North Church 
and had ore son, Donald Brown Ferguson. She street. 
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HON. E. W. BROV/N. 

The subject o l this sketch fas a son of the 
late Judge William Brown, and was born in 
Rockford C^gust ^1857. 

Rockford today, whose life and development has 
been so much an integral part of the city s growth 
~ and-vital interests as tbat-of Mr, Brown- Here. 
Is where he received his education, in tfe# city 


wwa and developed business abilities which 
are rarely attained by the most astute to business 
matters. For a ttroe be attended the school at 
MI. Morris, but was obliged to give up studyon 
account of the strain upon his eyes and entered 
an active business We. 

He was a member of the firm of Brown & 
Drug Co., which did a prosperous busi¬ 
ness for five years. the volume of business reach¬ 
ing « high as $60,000.00 per year. After dis¬ 
posing of bis interests in the drug business he 
entered, the wholesale oil business. H e sec ^ e f 
a contract with the Standard Oil Co by which 

he was able to get oil on the best possible terms 
and to supply many surrounding towns with this 
product He built the first oil-tank in Rockford, 


and equipped himself thoroughly for doing a large 
His success in Shis business it}.meas¬ 
ured by the fact, that he did a cash business 
-amounting to $30,000.00 in s.a months on a 
Vppittl of $3,000.00, when he sold his oil o ut¬ 
ness to John R. Porter & Co. 

In 1684 the Illinois Central Railroad Com¬ 
pany was planning to build an air line front Chl- 
'cago to Freeport, and in their survey decided to 
build leaving out Rockford and locate thelr^Une^ 

triton Rocks below^Rockford^fr 
___. Judge Brown, who was personally acquainted 
wfft Mr. E. J. Jeffries, general manager of the 
Central, and Stuyvesant Fish, president 
of the’ road, made it a personal matter to see 
that Mr. Jeffries came to Rockford to look the 
city over prior to a final settlement upon the 
location of the line. Mr. Jeffries visited Rock- 
==^0»d-wtth-l3»l»hlElanclciplu.chlefel>gin 4 er.°fJ^ ( l 
- 1 —i rot - rnid -was entertained- at JudgaBrovn's. 
Ig»me7‘They. meT with a numW of prominent 
ojanufactureis.Including Ralph EmerSAA,W. A. 
Talcotv. John P.-Manny. H. W. Price apd Cil- 
. beet Woodruff, and that night Mr. Jeffries deci- 
“ ded to bmtd Into Kocuoro. 

i W s erV fag-of -Mrr BrowTi x-ere secured. ; 
and be at once proceeded to obtain a right of 
-,-jway far the new Ene. ^ctlve operatlow In pro-, 
moting this valuable enterprise for the city of 
Rockford were Instituted on the first day of No¬ 
vember. 1884. 

Mr. Brown was constituted the first agent of 
the company in this city, which position he still 
holds. His thorough business ability Is recog¬ 
nized by the company, and his advice Is sought 
• after to important matters, and his Judgment is 
Implicitly relied upon. 

There Is doubtless no other agent In the ser¬ 
vice of the company that has so great an Influ¬ 
ence to the conduct of Its business as does Mr. 
Brown. Through his effort, sagacity, and busi¬ 
ness tact, a small business to 1884. has grown 
until It exceeds that of any other railway Inter¬ 
est tn the city to-day to Its property Investments 
and volume of business. The company now 
owns a frontage of 800 feet on South Mato 
street, and a yardage three-quarters of a mile in 
length free from grade crossings. Its passenger 
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and freight buildings are the finest to the city. 
Its f might business now averages eighty cars per 
day and Its passenger business' is large. Forty 
people are given emft qymentjn the various de-"’ 
partments oftha company's busine ss In the city. 

to 1885, Mr. Brown was elected an aider- 
man from the old Second, ward lor seven years. 
His work to t he council demonstrate d the fact 
that ha was" admirably fitted to~prcs!de'at the 
head Of the city's affairs, and In 1895 ha was^ 
electodmiyorr ~Thur honorwasT»nferr«fTip«r 
hlm again to 1897 and 1899. After a continu¬ 
ous service of six years as mayor of the city, 
Mr.'Brown feltthatifs railway andprivatebust- 
ness imperatively called for so much of his time 
that he could not possibly give the attention to 
the duties Imposed upon the mayor and declined 
further service in this office. In 1903, great 
pressure wa 3 brought to Bear upon him to secure 
his consqpt _to a. retele 9 ti 9 .n 1 but Ipr..the reasons*, 
above Mated, 4» -steadfasUy djsdtoed the-honor- 
' " During Mayor Browrfs admlhTsttatfoii, many” 
of Rockford's most valuable permanent Improve¬ 
ments were made. .Through his effort.and 
recornmendatloir the present system of water 


effcotlve-operatlon-by Mr.-D*-VA-Mead«-at-a- 
cost of $50,000,00 antf-jrffsrds a supply of 
7,000,000, gallons of water dally. The water 
works park was a product of the general Inl¬ 


and large land owner of Stillman Valley, lUlnoIs 
and has three children. The family residence 
Is at No. 312 South Third street. 

---SHARtES-SABW—-~ 

Was bom at Pomfret, Conn:, to 1823, and was 
educated to the public'and private schools oi 
New England. Her came to Rockford to 1854. 


I 


the most economical and the best to the world. 
As a result of this system, Rockford now'en]oys 
the use of more than forty miles of macadam¬ 
ized streets. The fire department was provided 
with more efficient means for doing effective 
service. Mayor Brown's appointees to the var¬ 
ious city offices were men eminently fitted for 
the position they occupied. 

A review of Mayor Brown’s several annual 
messages to the council, demonstrates a deter¬ 
mination to adhear to a rigid economy In the 
expenditure of the city funds, a just and exact 
enforcement of the laws, and together with the 
co-operation of the council to so administer the 
city government as to Insure stable progress and 
permanent good. 

Mr. Brown married Miss Lizzie A. White, a 


where he has since resided. Mr. Sabin engager 
In the drug business shortly after his arrival here 
and, when he retired to 1893, was the oldes 
druggist, with reference to numbqr of years en 
gaged, to this city. His business career was.om 
of integrity and honor, and was marked wit) 
that success to which such a career Is justly en 
titled. He.was recently the honored guest 0 
his friends and associates to business at a ban 
■quat given at the Nelson, which.occasion wa 
greatly enjoyed by all those participating. M ( 
Sabin was married to New Hampshire, in 1846 
His present residence Is No. 835 North Churc 
street, where he has resided during the last fort 
yeajs to the same house. This house is no' 
to the central part.of the city, but, when fin 


daughter of J oshua White, a prominent citizen occupied by. Mr. Sabin, was quite out tn th 
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count!?. During; his business career here, he 
has seen the place grov from the habiliments of 
a hamlet to those of a magnificent city, and his 
He has been an Integral'part of this growth. 

rial growth to the Integrity and business energy 
of such of Its solid business men as Mr, Sabin 
has proved himself to be. He Is entitled to the 
tendatioa of his feltewmen and to the rest he 

- - SOW BOjoyS. ,, - 

LOREN 1_ MORRISON 
Wes bom at Hebron. Jeffersoncoanty,^Wlscoo- 
sin, November 18, 1852, and was educated in 
the public schools Of Sherburne. Woodstock and 
HartiwL Vermont. He was a student at the 
Worcester Academy .Worcester. Massachusetts* 
had atWaSerrthe Otisical Institute,Waterrttte. 

.10791' Durtsf&e first few ycanBter ftadua-' 

ttoo he occoptod the position of Principal cf the 

coaely. ISSnots. and M™ 1 ti™ g*ro his 

—-g guuuu u ag-aaiy of to w -tm fl crtiteTBrectom 
of the Hpw: 'John a Mwrete.af *e ftrtn of 
MsaihM & WaaLH S»«^ SMuols.and later . 
cooetemed-Ms begad'etotfas wri* she firm of. 
Stspates It Gras&iteg of Worcester. Man. 

He came to Rockford J»M 12; 1883. where 
be has since redded. 

Shortly after bis arrival here he was admit¬ 
ted to the bar, pad has sins® given his attention 
to general law practice, torofe® awaSdetaMe 
{titanctoa to practise to the United States courts 

^mMovriaoa has served the city as police 
magfaton *»b<. the last strteen yean, and 

adrototetretion of toe oflice hasbeeneml- 
as*fy satisfactory to tire people. 

Sodaty he is cu a m ctod with toe Masonic 

enter, haring been made a Mason in 1889, Joto- 

tog RocHwd Lodge Ho. 502. -He hastate 
the Scottish f&ta degrees up to and inducting 
the thirty-second, his membership being with 
Freeport Consistory. He Is also a member of 
’ toe Independent Order of Odd Feflcnra. the 
' Knights of Pythias, and too Royal-League, of 
which be is past supreme rice arcbon. 


Judge Morrison was married to Miss Mary 
Louise Ballot Holden. Massachusetss, June 19, 
1882. and has three children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morrison are members of the 

-StttoS»e*t-8aptULChurch--- 

Politically. Judge Morrison 1* a staunch 

Republican. __ 

HON. ROBERT H. TINKER 
Is a son ol Rev. and Mrs. Reuben Tinker, and 
was bcmafHonofuiu. Sandwfch Islands, (now 
She Republic ol Hawaii) Dumber 31. 1836, 
and came to Rockford to 1856. He bat been 
'identified prominently In tbe”mahufacturirig In¬ 
terests and substantial growth of Rockford, and 
Is largely Interested In the water-power, the 
source of Rockford’s wealth and prosperity. He 
was promotor and president of the Chicago, 
Rockford &. Northern Railway Co., which road 
u paw mergad in toe Burlington system, has 
served-is mayor of-tortdfy. (1875-6Mresl- 
denf of tSe RocHord Wafer Power OS.T and 
of the RockW Bolt works, and is'connected 
«H>h many other RockfotdLlOfestrles. 
Mr. Tlzker Is a connoisseur In art work, and his 

about feus beautiful bdroe. Nature Jus done 
much to make tills sped romantic.-, and Mr. 
Tinker has .so hannonlred bls Improvements 
with tiie imprints of'nature that the place Si a 
-thing of peauty and a Joy forever." in the 

home la a bugs collection of curio, obtained by 

Mr. Tinker In his foreign travels. It also con¬ 
tains a library, unique In construction and filled 

with rare and costly volumes. 

In 1870. Mr. Tinker was married to Mrs. 
Mary Maary. the widow of John H. Manny, toe 
noted Inventor and manufacturer of harvesting 
His inventions paved the way for 
much of Rockford’s wonderful growth and suc¬ 
cess. Later on. Mr. and Mrs. Tinker disposed 
el toe beautiful Manny home on South Main 
street and made their permanent residence in 
the Swiss cottage, where, after years of "happy 
’wedded life, Mrs. Tinker was called home, leav¬ 
ing a devoted husband and a host'of friends to 
mourn her less. Mr. Tinker's skill and aesthe¬ 
tic taste will be called Into service In the beau¬ 
tifying of the public Library and Memorial hall 
grounds. 


If l 


COLONEL WttfclAM NELSON. 

Cot WlDIam Nelson was bore al Sycamore, 
.moots, October 29. 1857. and was educated 
In the city schools and hlghachool af- Roc kfo n L,— 


He was appointed aa one of the Governor 
Md»,"*i& ranlcas sokmeL-J anniry 28,1901; 

Colonel Nelson was married to Mis* Llzzi 
Olson of Rockford, October 6. 1888,. U»d_hi 
ftrerjffidrearLofetl Bste r William lr.. Hlldln 


which he has attained eminent atiteraT and « nd I* at No. 737 Nort 
now holds prominent official and executive 

positions In several of Rockford's meet sub; __ 

stantlal tostltutiooe. WILLIAM F WOODRUFF 

Col. Nelson and brot hewerected^teuti- ^ , , !«»««« . 

inventor of the Nelson Kdltttag Machine, to Rockford with his parents to 1859, where h 
founder of the Nelson Knitting Company., bee since welded. He wai.educatedtojbecjt 


founder of the Nelson Knitting Company., heaato ce resided. He wegurategjamsi 
The Nelson Is apopular hoetelry, and Its schools and tin, Pw;Hortl .Business College 
parlors are utilized for the purpose of holding 
elaborate soda) functions and political commit¬ 
tee meetings. 

. Mr. Nelson Is president of the Nelson Hotel 
Company, vlce-presidenl of the Forest City 
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portant Improvements. Seventh street, one of 
the finest business streets In the city, owes Us 
success largely,to the efforts and financial aid 
™of Mr. Woodruff. The. railway system found a 
~- frien d-ii »-MrrWoodn!ft,a n (L lt s s u ccess . an d 
petulty are due to his timely aid. He Is a large 
real estate owner, and devotes much time and 
money In Its Improvement for the beautifying of 
the dty and the good of Its citizens. 

__Mr. Woodruff Ss a director and treasurer of 

the Roilrfjid'ii^ andThe" 

Rockford and Freeport line. He Lva director 
and-treasurer of the Insurance Corajftny of the. 
State of Wools and assisted In Its organization. 
He Is the vice president and director of the 
Forest City Furniture Company, treasurer of the 
~ Central Heat and Power Company, director In 
the Htzoo Map Company, and treasurer of the 
Country club. 

——He- wts-^ teaed ic^the-oaice of city lreasr 
— mgr to 18 93 and s erve d two r ea rs and- 1 


He first engaged In business with J. McDer- 
mald In the coal trade with whom he remained 
one year. He assisted In the organization of 
the Rockford Street Railway Co., and was Us 
unpfrrin tendent until the plant was changed to 
"electric power. He then spent two years wlOT 
the Rockford Construction Co. 

In 1900 he was elected to the Important 
position of treasurer of the Forest City insur¬ 
ance Co., which pcsttlon he now hol^JThls 
' MmpMy’TbusIhess ranks Wlfejha foremBst 
companies of the country aaFb widely and 
Javorablyjnown. .. . _ 

In the political campaign of 1902 Mr. Haines 
was nominated on the Republican ticket as a 
candidate for representative in the State leglsla- 


RUSSELL BROUGHTON. M. D.. 





Mr. Woodruff. The principal office of the com- • 
parry b ln RookfonL 

■Mr. Woodruff married Mias Uzzle C. Cot- * 
too. of Rockford, arid, resides at No. 515 North 
Main street 

HON. FREDERICK HAINES 
' Is a son of Antbonyand Adallne (Rowse) Haines, 
who settled In Rockford in 1654. His father was 
a native ci Marietta. Pa., and his mother of 
Bucyras. OSht vmo were married In 1853. 
Anthony Halnesfcqs engaged In the grain busi¬ 
ness to Rockford ta^nany years, pnd carried on 
an Important manufacturing plant for several 
years. Ho was a member of the county.board 
of supervisors for eighteen years, and represented 
. the First ward In fee dty council In 1863 and 
1864. 

The subject of this sketch was bom In Rock¬ 
ford. August 30 . 1 863. and was educated In fee 
dty schools, graduating from the High School 
In fee class of 79. 



hire, and was elected by a' large majority. At 
fee session of !9C3 he was placed on several 
Important committees; and his services were 
most acceptable to his constituency. 

Socially, he is a Mason, K. of P.. and Elk. 

Mr. Haines was married to Miss Minnie 
BushneU. of Sterling. In 1887. and has one son. 

The family residence Is at No. 620 East 


• RUSSELL BROUGHTON. M. D.. Bredhead, Wisconsin, a member of fee WIs- 

,W„ bom,» Mb ttiM or «, IMS. Sifn'SS - " 

HIs parents, John and Amanda Broughton, re- _ _ , 

moved from Hoosick Falls. N ew York, by horse r “ !dfc ;“; ln ° «... . r..i„ 

team. In I84Xto®S^tow5fijprB'reen wunty. / Dr.-Broughton 


He resides si me Sanitarium, 

Dr.-Broughton was married to Miss Julia 



Albany. Wisconsin. In l86°„-3nd has two sons. 
William S., who Is a medical student at Wash¬ 
ington, D. C.. and James R., In the employ of a 
large electrlal power plant company at Prow. 


HON. HENRY ANDRUS 
Is a native of Illinois, having been' bom on a 
farm In the town of Harlem, Winnebago county, 
November 4, ✓5j6&, and was educated In fee 
public schools. He resided on fee farm until 


\,1 


Wisconsin, where they entered a quarter section . 
of government"land. His. father .dled upon the 
farm In 1696. His mother-Is stjll living.. ‘ 

Dr. Broughton attended Milton College at . 
Milton, Wisconsin, and Bryant & Stratton's 
Commercial College at Milwaukee. He grad¬ 
uated from Rush Medical College In 1869, and 
practiced medicine at Brodhead, Wisconsin, 
twenty-one years. He was In charge of all 
opium and other drug patients for nine and one- 
half years at the Keeley Institute, at Dwight, 
Illinois. 

Two years ago he opened a Sanitarium In 
Rockford, where he gives special treatment In 
nervous and drug cases.' The Sanitarium Is 
beautifully located, and Is a quiet retreat for-feose ■ 
desiring medical attention for such aliments. 

Socially, Dr. Broughton Is a.member of 
Blcknell Lodge No. 91, A. F. & A. M.. Brod¬ 
head. Wisconsin; Evansville Chapter, No. 35, 
R. A. Masons. Evansville. Wisconsin; a char¬ 
ter member of the W. W. Patton Post No. 90, 


hts marriage to Miss Jennie Love In 1868, 
when he removed to a farm In the township of 
Pecatonlca, where he-resided six years. He 
then removed to a farm In the township of Cherry 
Valley, where he remained until his removal to 
Rockford about five years ago. 

Mr. Andrus served as the supervisor of the 
town of Cherry Valley for nineteen consecutive 
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years, and during that time he was honored by Hon, John Lake, attending school at the old East 
the Board of Supervisors by being made Its side high school. Profoswr Freeman, who was 
chairman (or seven consecutive years, a dlstinc- then principal, placed him in the Intermediate 
tlon not attained by any of his contemporaries. 

He was elected to the lower bouse of the ^ 

In 1900 he was elected to the upper house, and 
still represents the Tenth Senatorial district as . 
senatpr. 

^ Socially. Mr. Andros is a thirty-second de- 

.pee Mason.member of tteOrder^>f £to*nd- — 

a Modem Woodman. He to married and has 
two children ltvii«, a daughter. Mrs. Edith Scott. 

who resides on Ae farm in CkenyJWiey.And— 

a son. Dr. & C. Andrus, a practicing physician 
of this city." The father and mother cf Mr. An- 
dros are still living znd reside with their da ugh- 
Mrs. J. A. Atwood, at Stillman VaBey. 

Mr. Andrus has a brother whb resides at 

Mason Iowa. 
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wdrk In ih# harvest field at thirty dollars a hours, prepared puplts for entrance to theuni* 

-month and hoard. After working two months varsities. Among those whom he so tutoreo 
with the sixty dollars earned, Mr. Rew went to are Mrs. Slanwood, formerly Miss Louis* 
the Northwestern University, at Evanstqn. Brockway. Mbs Julia Lathrop and Mrs. Fred 
-Altar paying a term’s tuition, a month** board. Thompson-. mi^whr 

Obtaining work at digging cellars and unloading Miss Nellie T. Goodwin, daughter of the late 
vessels at the wharf, he succeeded in earning *. Dr. A. E. Goodwin. 

enough money to pay hi* way through the first While teaching he studied Uw nlghts. and 

year In college, t' In 1882 was admitted to the bar. The following 

, __p.^ing t" In fo» fall he taught springhe waft- elected. Justice «f the Peace to 

a district school during the winter, at the same complete the term of the late Justice Works, 
time keeping up with his class in the University, When the first public sewer was laid In 

fr-rr--antbtfdtaLof JianLwwk* haristody .and much Rockford, the commissioners ^appointed to 
'■"■'‘'prlvmtion, succeeded in completing three years assess the cost were the late Hon. Thomas 
of the college course. At the end of the third Butterworth, the late J. T. Miller and Mr. Rew. 
year be came back to Rockford . In July with This was the Church street sewer. Every 
•only fifty cents in money left. property owner but one filed objections v and, 

The first thing rwcessaty was to find some every lawyer at the then Rockford bar appeared 
work, and on East State street he found a cord to contest the assessment, but the assessment 

' Nonh streenn ftU cny. 

Amoz* the more important measures, for ^ 

~ whidi Sraator. Aadna «» eatMed .to credit in _ ■ fflT ..i'«,»—■*-- * • 

securing enactment Into law. la the enabling act.- -...- 

—* rWd51Iim ^^ department, but so well did he apply hTmseTf to • 

his studies that be reached the high school to ^ - 
.by the Board of Supervisors, of a sam of money ycars abouthali the time usually required, 

lor the building of the Memorial Haii in memory • he engaged with Mr. Reuben 

He abo rendered conspicuous service In ** fo , Wc ^ dollars a month and board. . • 

se curing the enactment of the measure prmrtd- ^ ^ flve months he returned to - 

tog for the building of the monument at SUB- determIned t0 continue his course in 

mao Valley. Aifo several measures in the 0uf oi hls wages he had saved forty- 

interests of public libraries. (our dolbrSf ^ obtaining a place at the homo 

of the late Hon. John Early, doing chores for 

ROBERT REW ^ hls br?3 ^ i bo succeeded after much seH-denlal 

Was bom in England in !85S. When eight and privation, not only ^tti^ tto^ a^r 

^*3^3 

were anroiuy nw _ * . {arm at Stillman Valley, for thirty dollars a 

l^srrssrjx*: ttzrzrrxz 

White st wo*rk the late Judge William Brown 1885 -Mr. Rew was appointed, with the'late 
Mgedby, and requested>fr. Rew, after he had Mayor N. C. Warner, to revise the city 

/tfnSHedhi*Job. to come and stay aOIs home ordinances. : .. . _ 

-—- Y for the iwt ofHhe - summer and tutor "tddle’'' WfrRew has-*iatge'law'prScirce. especIalTy'J 

••Frankie”, and “May.” as the Judge lovingly In the handling of estates. He has traveled 
called them! - quite a lltde, having been to Europe twice, and . 

The Judge had scarcely gone out of sight all over the United States and the British 

when the late J. T. Miller, for a long time possessions.in North America. 

■ assessor of the town of Rockford, and then a • ———— ' 

,, member of the school board of thh city of Rock- H. C. SCOVILL. - *• 

ford, camo by and after a short conversation ’ ' 

. hired Mr. Rew to teach In the Second Gram- ■ T* 16 P**?* of **“ sub J ect of lhls sketch * 

mar School of East Rockford. The wages were were nattvcs of Connecticut, but removed to 
$450 per year for ten months* work. The first Oneida county. New York In 1816. H. C. 
year there was an assistant teacher, but the ScovlII *“ h®" 1 ln 0swe 8° county. New York, 
second year Mr. Rew contracted to do all the educa,ed ln P ubllc school »‘ Ho 

work for $600 a year. The four following years spent hi* boyhood days upon the farm. He came 

Mr. RetjUlught In the'schoob of Rockford. In to 1UlncIS ln 1853 *“» MWled ln °S>® county, 
the high school on the East Side, under the late where he still worked at farming. He was a 
Professor Freeman, and In the high school on studenS at > h « Mount Morris Seminary. In Aug. 
the WestSide. under Professor Blodgett Among 1862 - ho < ibIlsted » a P rivate ln <*• K - 92nd 
his pupils were the Hon. Charles W. Ferguson. Illinois Infantiy. He was made a second lieu- 
Hon. Frank S. Regan, Mr. Frank Brown. Hon. ienan ‘ ° f hls company and afterward promoted 

Wm. C. Butterworth. My. Hosmer Porter. Mr. *> «*» lieutenant and captain. Hls regiment 
Samuel Stanley. Mr. Charles Porter, and many ' «* «“ Arm y of the Cumberland, 

other well known citizens. Tho Anient was afterward ordered mounted 

He not only taught in the schools, but as by General Rosecrans and to be equipped with 
tutor of Latin and mathematics after school Spencer rifles. This was done and the regi- 
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ment then Joined General Wilder's Lightning SAMUEL H. RECK, 

Brigade of mounted Infantry. Captain ScovM Samel H. Reck was bom in 
wTf^mred April 23. IBM. while on picket December 14. 1666. and was educated at 
duty.^SItUnnel Hitt. Georgia, and remained Augustan*College. feck 
* prt*>oer tea months Jt Macw. and Atlanta, he took his degree In 1666. He ws ps<^ d 
a prisoner ren. _ ,.|»«n.Jh« 

adelphla. In 1890. and from the law department 
of the Northwestern University In 1895. 

He was the founder of St. Mark s English 
^Lutheran church Itf Boston, Mass., 1890*93. 
^which Is the institution o^he kind In that 

Mr. Reck practiced law In Chicago and 


. . . * ‘ H-C.atxrva.t- . - 

Georgia; Chariestos and Columbia, South c * 10 ' 
Una; and Charlotte and Raleigh, North Carolina. 
He was exchanged at Wilmington. North Caro- 
Bna. March 1, 1865. He rejoined his regiment 
at Concord. North Carolina, and. with the regi¬ 
ment. was mustated out of sendee at tfcal: place, 
lose 21, 1865. The following September, he 
came to Recfcb?i and engaged In the lumber 
until 1896. He was a member of the 
board of supervisors ftve years. He represented 
tbo Second ward as an alderman to the council 
from 1878 to 1886. and to 1887, was elected 
mayor, which position be held two ye?»- In 
1897 be was elected city cleric, which office he 
Stffl holds. Captain ScovUl was marrtod to 
Rockford to Miss Rosa Zoller to IBM. and ^ 
two children. Gertrude, who Is Mrs. W. W. Ben- 
net,. and Charles, who Is ticket agent at the Illi¬ 
nois Central office to Rockford. He resides at 
617 Seminary street. 



the organizers of the manufacturing company, 
B. F. Barnes Company, of Rockford. 

Mr. Reck entered the employ of tho Equitable 
Life Assurance Society of the United States to 
April. 1902. and has been the generalagentof 
the ; Rockford district since January, 1903. The 
offices are at Nos. 312 and 314 West State 
street. Rockford. Illinois. 

Mr. Reck married Miss Anna C., only 
daughter of John Nelson of Rockford. 111.. June 
29. 1892. and has three sons. 


ROCKFORD 


*°5 


. Socially be Is a member of the Masonic 
order and the K. of P. 

* The family residence Is at No. 906 Sem¬ 
inary street. 

WILLIAM KNAPP, 

" William Knapp was bom In ESdre5rMcR»t» 
county. Pa.. April 23.1839, and was educated 
In toa public schools of bis native town, also at 
tho academy of OiiffSk N. Y. 



Vie removed' to Winnebago county, Illinois, 
In November, 1854, and located In the town of 
Burrlit. and paid his first taxes In this state to 
1850. He was a pioneer to the well drilling 
business In which be was very successful, both 
practically and financially. He followed this 
business tor about fifteen year*, during which 
time he acquired several farms at the price of 
about fifteen dollars an acre. VhJch he was able 
to sell later on for seventy-five dollars per acre. 

Mr. Knapp served as tijwn dork for ten years 
and was then elected town supervisor which 
office ha held from 1879 to 1888. v 

In 1888 he removed to ths city of Rockford 
and was here again elected to the office of sup¬ 
ervisor in which capacity he has since served 


continuously, with the exce^’lan cl ab*rt three 
years. His service as supervisor covers * 
period of about twent^our years, during a con¬ 
siderable portion of which time he has been 
the purchasing agent for the county, rendering 

- most acceptable service? - - - - - 

bank for several years, . He was elected to the 
city council as an alderman from the first ward 
In 1895 and served two years, 

Mr. Knapp engaged to the real estate busi¬ 
ness to 1886, to which he has met with marked, 
success. KIs son, C. H. Knapp. Joined him In 
this foulness, under too firm name of Wm. and 
CL- H_ Knapp,, which was later changed to^ 

- KiapprBaroer& Cmrat whltfrttmtrWnrH. 
Barnes came Into the firm. The firm has a 
One office at the come; of State and Main 
streets, on toe ground floor of the Setond 
National Bank building, and Is one of the lead- 

i leg and most reliable real estate firms In this 


bou*es- and ’bt5rimd fanns,^and aUo writes 

Insurance. ' The motto of the firm Is "Small 
margins and quick sales." The loanlng of 
money" Is one of the principal features o f this 


M r..Knapp Jus been a jnernbet .oi. Star, la 
the East Masonic lodge for many years, and Is 
Modem Woodman. 

Mr. Knapp was married to Miss Martha 
Scott of Burritt; In 1864, and has seven children, 
one of whom. Charles H,. Is married. The 
family resides at 1506 East State street, which 
has been the family home since 1870. 

FRED E. STERLING. 

Was bom at Dixon, 111., June 29, 1869, being 
the third son of Edward and Irene Bivins 
Sterling, early settlers of that section. The first 
ten years of his boyhood wire spent to Dixon, 
where he attended -the public schools until 1880, 
when his parents moved to Huron, S. D., and 
settled on a farm near that place. They were 
among the pioneers of Central Dakota (then a 
territory), the subject of this sketch assisting 
his father and brothers In developing one of the 
first farms in Beadle county. He attended the 
public schools at Huron during the winter terms 
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»d wtod « U. !,»«-•» tam *■*««» 

he entered m «W» _»”* . consolidation of the two afternoon fim- 

papers. In the service of the latter he continued 
_lor nine vests when he resigned]? 

also'served ss the special Rockford correspond- 
ent of the Associated Press, Inter-Ocean, Times- 
Herald. Evening Post, Globe-Democrat and 
other metropolitan papers. 

rEver since he became My klent of Rock- 

■ lord Mr. Sterifn* has taken an active, aggressive 

part In die political, soda] and business Ufe of 
the city aad lent his hearty.asslstance to every 
movement looking to Its progress, welfare and 
- up-bofldtng. He enjoys the honor and distlnc- 
ttoo of taxvtog been the youngest man ever 
, q~-wi in Rockford as a member of the City 
^ ■ council, being chosen to succeed Alderman 

' sturtevant of the third ward. He continued to 


a unanimous caucus renomJnaUon because of 
other conflicting duties. He was recognized as 
-nrtirT . ■ out of theleadwi* dTffie 'counclt. a fine paHta- 


foflowod. until vritota the past two years. 

Mr. Steriii^. In his boyhood, was constantly 
thrown to with men of much more mature years . 
than himself, socially, politically and to a bus!- / 
way, in the dcWcpment of toe Territory 
and thus acquired a knowledge which the schools 
could not give him andi. which has proved useful 
tn the years since. • ol the promotion of Judge 
Louis K. Church of Hiron. to toe Governorship 
cf Dakota. Mr. Sterling, who to spite of his 
youth bad been hbUlose friend and companion, 
was appointed to d* position of assistant cam- 
fmmli&aon. to which opacity he 
'had much to-do with the preparation and dis- 
. |n< and statistics extolling too 

’Coates of toe Territory, resulting to Its rapid 
yirumwu by home-seekers from toe eastern 
_ ^ tpiL Near Sba dose of his term of office be 
resigned this position to accept the management 
of the Dakota edition of the St. Paul Dally 
gyqy. a supplement Issued with the dally each 
Saturday and devoted to the Interests of the 
Territory. In 1890 he came to Rockford to 


of office be served‘ettber-as chalrjnan or *_ 

.member of toe most Important 'council com¬ 
mittees. was for three'years secretary of the 
board of local Improvements, and secured for 
his ward many needed I mprovements. Including 
the new Blake school building. <Jn‘ his retire¬ 
ment (tom the council he was presented by his 
friends with a very handsome diamond ring. 

Mr. Sterling Is a stanch republican and has 
an active part to county and state politics, 
serving as a delegate from Winnebago county 
In every state conyentton for half a dozen years 
past. He is now .serving his third term as 
secretary of the Winnebago County Republican 
Committee, and during the presidential 
and gubernatorial’campaign of 1900 iras secre- 
taiy and manager of the Press Bureau conducted 
• by toe Republican State Central Committee In 
Chicago, supplying party literature and statistics 
to the country press. 

In 1901 he was appointed by Gov. Richard 
Yates as land commissioner of toe Illinois 8c 
Michigan Canal, and during the legislative ses- 
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•slon of 1903 served u assistant secretory to the catalogues, and these are sent direct to the 
Chief Executive at /Springfield. He e'njoys an planters. The Rockford poslofflca receives a 
*• extensive acquaintance with and the friendship large business and revenue- from the Shumway 
of a host of prominent citizens and politicians seed business. " # 

throughout the state. • Mr. Shumway removed from New Milford 

In February, J90I, Hr, Sterling was appoint- to Rockford, In IBT^andjesIdes >f No. 325 

Mutual Insurance Company of Rockford, by the 
Circuit Court He made an enviable record 
for himself tat'.'etodlng up too affairs of this 
company, paying all loss 'claims In full and 
securing hia final discharge within two years 
'irofnlHoiSta ’orhli' appornfmenO feat never 
before accomplished by the receiver of a mutual 
Insurant? company to toe United States. 

Hai fa a raembez-of the Elks, Knights of 
Pythlg*, Royal League. Modem Woodmen and 
. Horn* Fraternal League. 

QH October 1.1903, Mr. Sterling purchased 
an Interest In The Register-Gazette, of which 
paper he Is toe editor. 


4 


" jsjj5Hea^cFM5^ 

Children have blessed the union, Arthur and 
Olive. His home Is at 110 West street.- 

--RTHTSHUMWAYT* ~' ™ ~ 

_... -R..H.-Shumway-wasiam to Now Milford. 

Illinois, July 26, 1842. and was educated to the 
public schools. His boyhood -days were spent 
upon toe farm and there is where he acquired 
the knowledge requisite to toe success of his 
present business. In 1871 he began to realize 
the Importance of the production of thoroughly 
good seed as the best means of success to the 
termer and gardner. and gave special attention 
to their development. By close attention to 
business and economical Investment he has 
made a grand success of his undertaking and 
has acquired a huge competence, valued at 
about a million of dollars. 

His customers reside to every state and 
territory In too Union, and for the last several 
years have numbered 100,000 annually. Dur¬ 
ing the busy season he employs from seventy-five 
to eighty people. He employs no traveling 
salesmen, but advertises his business by means 
' of catalogues and agricultural papers. It requires 
two carloads of paper for each edition of his 


South First street. His warehouse Is at Nos. 
118. 120 and 122 South First street. Mrs. 
Shumway died In .1899. Five children are 
now living. 

Mr. Shumway's parents came from Vermont 
and settled at the motith of the KIshvaukee 
river In 1836, soon after the Black Hawk war. 
His mother. Sallte Greeley, was a cousin tc 
Horace Greeley, of newspaper fame. The 
country was then “the wild and woolly west." 
and Infested by toe notorious outlaws, called the 
Banditti of the Prairie. 


Peleg Remington Walker was bom li 
Brooklyn, Windham Co.. Conn.. July 1, 1835 
When four years of age the family removed tc 
East Brooklyn, now Danielson, where he attend 
ed the district school until twelve years old 
He then worked on the farm summers and at 
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tejxk&'scfeod winters. Aube age of fifteen he to Rochelle at an advanced salary which he 
attended the West KUUntfy academy during the accepted. After twelve years of successful 
fall and winter. In November. 1852. ho began work at Rochelle, he was appointed superintend^ 
teaching tn the North Bigelow district in Hamp- ent of the Rockford city schools, to which 
too. Coon. The" followir^j"summer he worked position he has received his twentieth appolnt- 
with his father who was a carpenter and builder, ment The schools have made excellent 
In the winter of ’S3 and '54 he taught the South progress under his supervision and rank.among 
iSriSlSSrin Klfiii*5y.—XnBSrURSr -he™ the best to the state. -Hts“report-fbr-1902-wiU~ 
begaa preparation for a college course, and at- be found to the school article In thl3 work. 
t«vWt school the following winter. In the Mr, Walker has been a regular attendant at 
sprib?of 1555 fee was obliged to forego study the National and State Teachers' Associations, 
on account of weak eyes, brought on by an He served several years as treasurer of the 
attack of measles. . Stole Teachers' Association*** In »«*> was 

fwmjito ^ twhtn rw* nsaofaL Nortbern Wools Tcacncrs Assooauon »*«* 

- —*»■ 

it— 

ongfet toe SiMto-Woodbuns school during toe ™ ^ 

_ . .v., k. fainllv residence is at No. 716 North Church 

HU ffl rrwt in teaebby was such that he “““V iwmw* 

_ uh n ia-twhisdntv to prepare himseM for this strftet - __ _ 

^S^^Sty^SSon. "• WILLIAM WORTH BURSON. 

UL. whore be look a Ml course and such ad- WlBam Worth Burson was bom to Pennsyi- 


IZTS^^ty ar^ton. " WILLIAM WORTH BURSON. 

UL. whore be look a Ml course and srrch ad- WlBam Worth Burson was bom to Pennsyl- 
T 3 ;iK*d woHf is was Sfferded at thartime. . He-‘ vantt~*M’^rUmtly removed to-'M cD onough 
fytnrtit fan the Uatveoitv In Jtne. IB6I. party Utoola. to~T542. and » i-kihon county 
andtar*&BDwe*atefcidwtafye». the HPowtog .year. where 5 j» fepyhood-anS 

‘ The drd war being to progr^’SEFT Walkei eartymanfsood jSr&a&rV»B.- sharing the 
felt It to be Ms duty to enlist to the army in Jexperiaocei c< pioneer l^s. 
defense of hto country, and on August 12.1862. For the successful operation of bis farm 
be enlisted as a private to Company K, 92nd . work, be invented and constructed a seti-rake 
Illinois Volunteers. The regiment was sent to reaper to 1858. which''bras the first machine to 
Camp FuBer where it remained until October regulate the size t* the gavel by weight. 

10 1862. when ft left for the front. The regf- Mr. Bumon was a ptoneer in the invention 

men, was mounted to July. 1863, and suffUed pain binders and 

with repeating rifles. He participated to the twtoejbtoder to 1860. This was the first patent 
advance on Chattanooga, was with Hooker at on a machine to make the present grain-binder 
' Lookout Mountota and saw the battle of Mission knot He followed this modelwith two.nachtoes. 
Rkfee. and was with Sherman, to Kilpatricks urine wire Instead of twine, for the baw«» °» 
oSy from Chattanooga to Atlanta on the i860. The* ma-iitoes were attached to the 
nareh to Savappah. He received a slight reaper and operated by hand. .These werefirs 

wound when to the advance oo Raleigh. He brought into prominence by beh« operated * 

was promoted to sergeant first sergeant, lleuten- toe great reaper trial at Dixon. UUiwls. to the 
ant and bad charge of his company during Its. harvest of 1862. • 

-arvjce. ’Emerson & Company-contracted to make 

Before being discharged from the anhyrhe one thousand machines for Mr. Bunon for the 
Dement school, where harvest of 1863. the first one thousand grain 

He was toen invited btodere ever made He came to Rockford for 
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the purpose of carrying out this contract, wherewas the first practical automatic . knitting 
he resided until 1881, when he removed to machine. 

Chicago. On account of Imperfect workman- In 1872-3 the parallel row machine was 
ship, lack of field experts and other adverse developed. This w as the beginning of Rock- 
circumstances. these machines were a failurj, fold's present great knlttfcg lndujtry. These 
* • . .. machines ‘srera automatic and closed to too and 

■bael, producingastocklng ready towear. without 

‘ pioneers In seamiest hosiesy, driving the old line 
of goods out of the market 

In 1878 Mr. Burson, having withdrawn from’ 
aaive partlclpafibn’ with" the Burson & Nelson 
^raalnato. bulh an automatic grain binding har- 
and ♦ knitting-machtoe wlth-a mitten 
pBtini loving .a double wrist, with the letters 
: *v~Rai , d , ’-krrit thereto, also a patent offtta model, 
rknttttof aitocklng wlth narrowed' ankle _ Jtod 
fancy top. containing the letter “B.*‘ a ribbed 
scarf with letters at each end, and a shirt eleeve 
With fancy cuff and widening to the body. All 
of these articles knlt wlth change of yam and on 
a single pattern. , - 


Of tftipdHant- harvesHng fnventfdns'which were 
- purebised by Whltety, Bearing, McCormick, 
Walter A. Wood, and Milwaukee and Plaiio 


Companies.... ’... .. — 

la I89J .be applied'himself again to theater-*’ 

ci-._•;_^_^-.foctkm^ig^Mttotg machinery _and'. 

financially and the venture disastrous, leaving a " * — “S'?” ? 

upon Mr. Burson.,which was not * 

entirely liquidated until 1901. 1878 and their product Is being shipped frpm 

to 1866. to company with the late John t0 *“ ^ ^ , U " ,led Sta,es ' * 

Nelson, under the firm name of Burson & Nelson. S Inventor - and 

the Invention of a family knitting machine was • h “ ^ ^ mor8 ^ Unlted States 
Jointly undertaken. Mr. Nelson was obliged to ^ ,ore, « n !“*“** 00 W* 
give his attention lirgely to his sash, door and harvesters, automatic knitting machines, 
blind factory for some tjme. but Mr. Burson knit fabrics and other lines upon which he has 
applied himself closely to the business to hthd worked 00 wh,ch “« b stiU actively engaged, 
and after much tedious labor by both, a power 

machine was perfected. Upon these machines AMASA HUTCHINS, 

patents were issued to Burson and Nelson to Hon. Amasa Hutchins was bom to Guilford. 
1868-1870 and 1875, and In 1874 one on hose: 

On December 25. 1869, the part now known, 
as the “presser hook” was developed. On July 
23d, 1870. the first sock was knit by an auto-' 
matlc machine at Rockford. The socks came 
from the machine Joined together and were 
separated by hand, and the toes closed. This 



Winnebago county. Illinois. June 1.1843, and 
was educated In the public' schools. 

Ho was engaged In farming unti! 1862, when 
he enlisted in the Union army and served through 
the war. 

Mr. Hutchins has been a very successful • 
politician, having been elected sheriff of the 
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count; and mayor of the city of Rockford twice. Rodin* has become a 'SS 

In 1880 be was dected sheriff on the RepuJ>- seeketa from the surroiindln* cwn^. 
bean ticket, and filled the office wtth credit to John T. Buker Is interested w«h ^Hutohtos 
himself and with honor to the county. His term In the management of 

of office as sheriff was stx yean. they make a fine ^cccu of tbe b^ 

SociaBy, Mr. Hutchins 6s a member ot ute 
G. A. R-, Elks, and K. of G 
’ He was married to Miss Elizabeth Harrod 
ta~1073. and has three sons and two daughters. 

The family residence Is 


JOEL B. WHIT ^jgA D- 
[_ The (object of this ska&iwai hxm.on a 
farm near Htibboro, HUnola, January 31. 1864. 

I .and was ed ucated Ja the public schools. He 
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He has served as a member of the board of 
education, two years as a member of the county 
board of supervisors from his ward, and was re- 
‘'cehtly re-elected for another term of two years, 
a director in the Insurance Company of the 
State of Illinois, a director In the Rockford 
National Bank, secretary of the Winnebago 
County Agricultural Society-forWns years. 


ford Pollen Publishing Company, and Is a 
director and treasurer of the Swedish Building 
& Loan Association. 

Our aihl eet was bom In “W ester Gothland" 
Provtoce7Sweden.Octoher.S..1856t, He. was 
but eleven years of age when he came to Rock¬ 
ford. and he received a good practical education 
In’toeecboota'ofriw dty. ' Laterhe accepted a 


Association. 

Asa supervisor.Mr. Whitehead has served 
onseveral of..the most Important committees, 
and exercised a strong influence in preventing the 
pladr* of the Memorial Hall on the Court House 
square ana the selection of Its present site. He 
served as the secretary of the Memorial 
Halt committe e of-thrboard~of su p e r viso r s for 
‘ the construction of the building, the duties of 
.which we« most efficiently discharged. 

Durtpg his long, service as secretary of the 
Agricultural Society, ha made the annual fair a 
success, and was the means of bringing much 
business to Rockford. 


thus saved, gave himself a good education In 
the Business College of Rockfotd. He was 
then book-keeper for different Institutions and 
later was for seven years secretary tor the 
Central Furniture Company. Ho soon became 
fsmtibr. with his business, and has developed 
Into one of the most thorough-going, enterprising 
men-oHbcdty.- - He Isa bank officer of marked 
executive ability and vast practical experience 
and Is paawssed of those characteristics of 



AUGUST P. FLOBERG. 

On* of the most popular, strong and flourish¬ 
ing financial Institutions of Rockford Is the 
Manufacturers' National Bank of which August 
P. Flpberg Is the able and efficient cashier. 

He was director ami stockholder from this bank's 
Inception and was one cf the organizers of the 
same. He Is now treasurer and director of the . 

Mechanics’ Furniture Company, which employs 
one hundred men, and has a capita! of $75,000. 

Mr. Floberg was also ope of the chief organ¬ 
izers of the Rockford Manufacturing Company energy, promptness and sobriety, which ever 
which was formed in 1889, with a capital stock secure success. 

of $200,000. employing one hundred employes.- / Miss. Augusta Ekcbcrg- wha_ h ecame hu 

and Is treasurer of the same. He Is director wife In Rockford In 1880, was born In “Wester 
and treasurer of the Forest City Bit & Tool Gothland" Province, Sweden, and attained her 
Company, was one of the founders of the Rock- growth and received her education here. She 














Ia 1876 be savaged In badness in die firm 
of Savage & Love. This firm Is now known as 
Savage & Love Company, and Is doing a suc¬ 
cessful business, the factory and business being 
located on South Main street ' ' 


a farm In die town of Burritt He came to 
Rockford to I860, and was employed as a clerk 
and In other wort for several .years. 

He served one year as janitor at the old 
court bouse and Jail. 

fir 1872 he entered the employ of Mr. F. 
Lander, who was engaged In the manufacture of 
doors, sash and building material on the water 
power. Some time after the death of Mr. Lan¬ 
der. in 1880. Mr. Dobson formed a partnership 
with Mr. Benjamin Blakeman, and continued 
the business, which In 1883. was Incorporated 
as the Blakeman & Dobson Manufacturing Co., 
and the manufacture of dairy chums and sup¬ 
plies was added to the business. 


... ^ R. 

Mr. Dobson assumed.entire control of the He has also advanced In Masonry to the Royal 
bjislness In I897y^when the manufacture cf Arch degree, be Is a member of the Royal 
building material/was discontinued, and the Arcanum and Beh Hur In this city, and retains 
'-name was changed to the Dobson Manufactur- his membership in the Ancient Foresters to 
Ing Co., which Is now engaged In the manufac- which he has belonged since 1871. He takes 
ture of a general dairy line of goods., an active Interest In the welfare <of young-men.. 

The company has built up a largo and pros- whom be delights to welcome to his home, where 
perousbuslnisai, and Its product Is shipped to its his good wife entertains them wlth'.gewTthrngs 






















J-14- 


R O CKFORD 


on the water power, and remained. with .them, 
elght years, when he began the manufacture of 
those goods on his own account in the John 
Spafford building on Madison street 

Twelve years ago the company removed to 
its present location,' arid has meT with phenomi- 
nal success. Mr. Andrews has four of his chil¬ 
dren with $lo ta the taurinesi_; . 

Tribe of Ben Hur. and theToecood Congrega¬ 
tional church. He resides with his wife and 
family of six children at 813 Kflbum avenue. 

. GEORGE L. WILEY. 

George L. Wiley was bora to Janesville, 
Wis., March 17. 1864. His wriy youth was 


partnership In a private banking firm al Leaf 
River, III. assuming the position Of casfirerand - 
.maaager of the bank, which position he filled 
for six years. He also had charge of quite an^ 
active local fire “tamrance agency,' wfiiaTwas 
one of the departments of the bank. While In 
charge of the fire Insurance department of the 
banldr^ business, he decided to give more 
' attention to insurance business, a nd ~wheh the 
opportunity offered, resigned' Trom'toe bank aiST 
a position with the Insurance Company 
of the State of lUlnois. one of Rockford's fore- 
bsurance companies, of which he Is 
althe present time secre^H*l manager. He 
is one of the original stockholders of the com- 
pony, which was organized in 1895, and 
served as a director and assistant secretary for 



thc' cfty cTtaaa!rin:.~som e-- ftftr T ^^W ^ TyM rs prior to his, decMcu to his 
presaot poattoo. The home office of the com- 
y is on die fifth floor of the Brown building. 
Mr. Wiley Is married and has one daughter, 
ding at his residence, i 130 North Main 



£=T fiEBBBL : : ;. - ~r- 

Thomas D. Reber was bom In Reading. P?.. 



GEORGS L*ur. 


miles southwest of Rockford, where he received 

his in the public schools, and later 

look a short college course, fitting himself more 
especially with a view of engaging to a com¬ 
mercialoccupation, selecting toe banking 
For several yeans after completing 
his studies, he resided at Omaha, traveling 
throughout Iowa for a wholesale .hardware com¬ 
pany. Following this he was admitted to a full 


dSck, whose ancestors located there to 1738. 
HU father. BenrrYBe B. Reber. died to, 1865, 
and bis mother. Maty EDen (Dechert) Reber. 
died ta 1899. He wqs educated to the public 
yiw^, Reading Business College, and a three 
years course to toe State Normal, at MiUers- 
viBe, Pa. 

In April. 1883. he came to Rockford and 
worked for Peter Sames. and then tor the Cen¬ 
tral Union Telephone Co. for a"time. after which 
be served as mailing and shipping clerk In toe 
office qf W. F. & John Barnes Co. 

In September. 1884. he entered the employ 
of Perry & Lakln. lumber dealers, and to Janu¬ 
ary, 1885, he purchased the Interest of Mr. La- 
kin. and the firm name was changed to Perry & 
Reber. 

Five years ol successful busirfess followed. 
• when to April. 1890. the firm of Perry & Reber 
and that of Lawler & Keeler were united under 
toe firm name of the Rockford Lumber & Fuel 
Company. 


.*boy» bodies.— He Is also a member of too 


B. P. O. Elks, National Union, Royal Arcanum 
ana Rockford Germania Society. 

£ Mr. Reber married Miss Lyuii Loyul. 
'daughter of Wm. and Jane Loyul of Rockford, 
Kay'jS. 1886, and .has two children, Helen' 
Jane, bom June 17, 1889. and Edwin Perry, 

bomSep teTnte r tT~ta91;--- 

' The family residence is at No. 315 South 
Third street * 


E. H. Keeler was bom at Janesville, Wilt,. 
August 13th. 1863. In 1869. he moved with 


. • During tbe'thirteen bus!-. 

ness of this company, the nu mbe r ot'employes V 
has Increased from eighty to forty-five, toe num- - 
ber of- horses from six to twenty-sbi 

The company raw has four yards and Offices , 
In Rockford, besides those at Beloit and White- : 
water, Wts. The company's business, at each 
point, exceeds that of any other concern engaged. . 
In these lines. 

The main office Is at hfo. 201 East State 
street. 

Mr. Reber was an original stockholder to the 
Forest City National Eapk, the'Star Printing’ ' 
Co., Superior Brick Co.,.snd ona of the organ¬ 
izers and member of toe first board of directors 
of the' Rockford & Freeport Electric Railway ^ 
Co., one of the organizers and first.board of ^ 
directors of the Rockford Merchants’and Busi¬ 
ness Men’s Association, also of toe Rockford 
Manufacturers and Shippers Association, being 
elected treasurer of each without opposition. 



' B. Hi KSttER. 

at Beloit-public schools, Beloit College and 
Andover, Mass. He entered the employ of th e 
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lumbar and coal firm of Poet fe Keeler at Shoe Company. At the time of his death he 
Bwfoft after leaving scaool and them secured held rwpoat&lepoettiot* In many of Rockford's 
h>» tarty training to business. After three years important. Industries and had acquired a hand* 
service be eras made a member of the firm at * some competence. 

the age of twenty-two. He was a member of Court Street church 

la 1688 Ur. Keeler came to Rockford and and aided liberally la the construction of that 
formed a partnership with Col Tbomaa a line edifice, hi* dotaUoa being about $6,000. . 

Lawler under the firm name of Lawler &___ 

Keeler, dealer* in. caaL, la 189Q fee FocMord._ , 


Keelee helot: made secretary and treasurer, 
which pcemoo be now bolds. He 1* also secre¬ 
tary aad trwaserer of the Keeler Lumber.Com* 
peay of Beloit. Wb.. eed Rock**. UL, vice- 
pratMaatof fee Forest Ctty National Beak and 
Presto** of the Sepericr BrtckCpmpaay. 

Ur. Keeler ts a repobtkaui la politics, fat 
imrried and has feme chfidraa; 

• LEVI RHOADES. 

Levi Rhoades was bom la Hinsdale. Cstta- 
' ranges empty. New Yorfc June 2S. 1830. and 
died at Us home. No. 710* North Court street. 
Rockford. IMoofat. November 19.1891. 


"thefamrwork an d a ttende d a choel-aahe- o ew M 
geTcppoiiiBiy. ■*■ iw eg rfw i *»•» of age. ‘ 
whan he came to Rockford aad worked at, 
aaythhit be coaU fled to do lor self support. 

la 1848 he entered the cooper shop of 
Harry Under* and at the nod of three yean 
purchased a hah Interest Is the business. In 
1853 be bought out Ur. Landers, and continued 
this business untlj 1684. 

la 1865 he formed a partnership wife Isaac 
and C. id. Utter & Company, for the manufac¬ 
ture of paper, and was stCl at the head of the 
firm at fee time of his death. 

When the People's Bank was organized. 
Ur. Rhoades was one of Its heaviest backers 
and was a director. He was a prime mover In 
fee orgwitzafloo of fee Rockford Watch Com¬ 
pany. was Us first president, and a director, un¬ 
til his He aided in fee removal of the 

Watch Case Company from Racine to Rock- 
foid. and was a stockholder In the Phoenix 
Furniture Company, and also In‘the Boot & 


' * • 

V' 

.t , 


He was elected maypr In 1876 and served 
one term. Ur. Rhoades married Mrs. Frederica 
(Retk) Rhoades, his brother's widow. December 
24, 1854. and bad three children, two of whom 
are now living. 

JEREMIAH DAVIS. 

Jeremiah Davis was bom In Steuben coun¬ 
ty. New York. June 2, 1826. When thirteen 
years of age be removed wife his parents to Mil- 
ton. Rode county. Wisconsin, where he attended 
fee public schools and Milton Academy. 

His first business-effort w z& the purchase of 
eighty acres of land which he cultivated until 
1850, when he made an overland trip to Califor¬ 
nia In company with L. P. iinowlton of Water¬ 
loo, Wls. He located a miner's claim near 
Georgetown, California, which he worked suc- 




. Ha removed to Ogfo county, miaou, In 1859,. 
and. wiieh fefcCjrtetgu, Milwaukee &Sl Paul 
Ra^ywasprojecfodta 1874JmJaliLout and 
founded the town of Davis Junction, which bears 
his name. He owns valuable farm lands near 
Davis Junction In Ogle county, 

In 1881 he removed to Rockford, establish¬ 
ing a residence at No. 216 North SecoAi street, 
where he has since lived. 

Mr. Davis represented the town or^fcott ml 
the hoard of supervisors of Ogle county forstjjht 
years. He was. the representative from Ogle 
county,. In the State legislature. In 1871 and 
1872.. 

After coming to Rockford he was elected to 
the council from the First,ward In 1885 and 
served one term. 

He has been a member of fee Masonic order 
for forty years, and Is a member of the Western 
Society of California Pioneers. 

Mr. Davis married Miss Jane Goodrich of 
Milton, daughter of Hon. Jpseph Goodrich, In 


Soon after coming to the city he engaged in 
the ice business with Mr. Leonard, under fee 
firm name of Baley & Leonard. In 1893 he 
organized the Rockford ice Company of which - 
he Is the secretary and treasurer. The company's' 
business has grown to large proportions. It owns 
Immense Ice houses and supplies the larger part 
of the trade in the city with Ice. From fifteen 
to eighteen wagons are operated during the 
busy season. , 

Mr. Baley married Clara Miller of Marengo, 
Illinois, In 1868. and has one daughter. The 
family residence is at -No. 222 North Second 
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' VHFr^REFlToPKjNS "6“ leather and then manufacturing this Into 

THEODORE F. HQFKlNb. -p^ trade coven a wide area. 

Theodore F. Hopkins was boro In western ^ ^ shlpped both east and west. 

New Tork and Was educated in toe public ^ ^ demand for u constantly lncreas- 
schoob and Pike. N. Y.. seminary. He came Mr . Hopkins is the secretary-treasurer of 

to Rockford la 1866 white-to his teens and ^ wmr?n y an n lts business manager, 
engaged vtto J. S. Sherman as bookkeeper, in Mr , Hopkins served in the city council as an 
■ alderman from the seventh ward during 1885 

/‘----—M T888rand-was a*membw of the board of. 

_„_._iom 'Vvlaltv 


he is a Modem Woodman. 

Mr. Hopkins was married to Miss Alice 
Wheat of Rockford, in 1878. an d re sldes at No 
704 North Chord) street. 5 W 


with his parents, ad sealed oo * fan^ near 



the«*rytei&«. Date* tote W«at*, 
he acquired eaperlace in toe bustoea and ater 
Icaxtof Mr. Sherman's employ he took *** 
auraery business In connection with farming. 

on a tract ol land south of town, which he had 

purchased for tote purpose. 

In 1876 be exchanged his farm for a 
inters to toe tannery business, which ho has 
slace canted oo with eminent success. His 
badness partner is Mr. L- U. Hes*. 
to 1883 a riotpcra totow*^ 

a. business facilities were very much 
cobugrd- From a small h^ii^w ^^,^ 
^^S^STterge area of land b 
covered with flmrhrick'structures and thenum- 
ber of people employed increased tp two hundred. 
T^e company is doing practically the exclusive 


Frerport. Hitoob. In .1848. and where he was 
educated in the pubBc-schoots. 

In 1862, though young, he felt It to be his 
duty, to enter the army In defense of the Union, 
and enlisted as a cotporal in toe 93rd Regiment. 
Illinois Infantry, and wait into camp at Camp 
" •- Camp Douglass where 



with hb large experience and constant attention 
to business is meeting with unbounded success. - 

Mr. Hess was married to Miss Elizabeth 
Eveland, October 27, 1870, and has four chil¬ 
dren living, two sons and two daughters, B. F„ 
E. L„ Edith and Ruth. The family residence 
is at No. 701 Klibum avenue.. 

ELIJAH WHITTIER BLAISDELL 
Was a descendant from an ancestry among whom 
many have been numbered with the most promi¬ 
nent of thb nation. They came from the old Norse 
stock, a Danish family, of, that name, having 
Imlgrated to Wales before toe country was sub¬ 
dued by Alfred the Great. Its members were 
mostly forge-men and sailors. 

Sir Ralph Blalsdell, Knight, married a mem¬ 
ber of the royal family, and several of his de¬ 
scendants were members of parliament. 


.Elijah’ Whltfler Blalsdell. toe subject of this 
~~&etch','ahd throughout the successive genera¬ 
tions this and other Bible names appear, torn 
showing the religious element of the family, 

A descendant of Elijah Blalsdell died at 
Amesbuiy, Massachusetts, and his widow mar¬ 
ried Nathaniel Whittier, a member of the same 
family as the noted poet, John G. Whittier, 
whence' comes toe name of our subject 

The grandfather of our subject, ParrettBlato- 
dell, served in toe Revokttldnxfy War and that 
of 1812,' He Is referred to as'being “hasty, 
brave, and fixedly determined,” as veil as noted 
for his blunt honesty and his hearty and sincere 
piety; He reached the advanced age ofelghty- 
slx years,- and died at Fort Covington, ftevYotk, 
In 1836. His brother Daniel was also a promi¬ 
nent citizen, and served as a member of Con¬ 
gress in 1808. ‘ 
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Efefrh Whittle BhbdeB* Sr,, w bora la twenty per cent to the money Joaner. Upon 

J. Lawrence, daughter of Judge Vitic Lawrence fifteen years of, age t j/fioJ»came.lntere*ted to. 
of Vermont, and a sister cf the late Chief Jus- him and took him to hi* ,-rwn homtrjwtore-to— 

MlddleJaury, that stats, to 1837. He was pre^ nols legislature to 1859, where he continued tbe 
vtousiy married to Montreal to Miss Am Maria light. In behalf of bis measure he made one of 

Deacon, a native of Wexford, Fngianri. and a the most noted speeches ever delivered to the 
member of the Methodist church. On the 18th house, which attracted widespread attention, 
ol July, 1826, their son, Elijah Whittier Blais- Tbe measure was enacted Into law. and was a „ 
del. was bom to Montpehcr, Vermont. where he blessing to the people of the stole. Hewasabo 
m* boyhood days. He attended the pub- instrumental In securing toe enactment of* aw 

tfee C. B. Lawrence of Illinois. was surrounded with all the advantages for «ul- " 

. Mr. Blstsdell died January 14. 1901. and tore and education that large wealth could secure, 
left a widow and five children, Byron Rich- » Through Dr. Peebles munificence Dr. Dunn 
aid of Chicago; Henry, a lawyer of Chicago; received a very broad and liberal education, 

Elijah Wt. an artist of Hew York, and George being a graduate from the Univeriffy fiflr’enn- 
^and Shelly-Plerpont at borne. The family rest- sjdvanla, the American Eelect’^College of Med- 
'dence ts at No. 1240 Council HfIL fetes, and hold* a certificate from ihe.Stato 

-— Board of Health of Illinois. 

to Vergeaaes. Vermont where he published the under certain circumstances without regard to 

Vetgeones Vermonter, be attended the classical her husband’s wishes. Having accomplished 
<«4»nni in that village. After fesvfeg school bis desires at Springfield be refused»teoomtoa- 

enleied hi* father’s printing ofoce, and wttt fids tlooand-disposed of hts pagg^faich tbenbe- ■ . . 

frfryjyyy*. CAZnft known SS the RegtStST. «Z)d ts DOV tM 

^'^n^bdS'toeo took up toe study of few. 

_He shortly assmned the edttoraWp of the aad after readfeg thirty or forty of toe best text- 

- books on toe subject ma3e ap^cffleirtonid-. 

gomes by President Taylor. mission to the bar. Judge Peck, one ot the 

To a our of tils ambition his environments examining committee, having heard his speech 
• soon toanre too narrow, and be resolved to seek to toe legislature, expressed surprise that to was 
a home to toe west. Acting upon ftladeterori- ‘not already a member ol the. Uar, Such, was 
nsiJcn.be Came to Rockford and purchased the the effect cf this speech toat he was admitted,.. 

<^r . to practice Without examination-^-* most grace- 

E - C- .BpNN. M. D. Dr. Dunn is a noted traveler, having •visited 

* The subject of dStls sketch Is one of Rock- all the inhabited countries of the globe, and has 

ford’s most foremost and best known citizens. ■ obtained a knowledge of tbe habits, religions and 

Ha la a descendant of a prominent Scotch Irish charafctertsticsof the various peoples of tbe world. 

'‘. 1 of information is inexhaustible, and 

■■BHMnHHHHHHHMBHBHB--his stories of travel most Instructive andtoter- 
eating. 1 During' his travels be made a very 

jcfi^curtoiwgsma-'ttodpreclcitia - 

BQH^^^HJ^^^BBBHBeatonesnortoestitTutole yaluerbtiTmet wito the 
fees of many of these'. In a museum, to Chicago 
HB^^^^H^H|^Hn^BflB> r dtirtoc tbe great flre of 1871. 

‘ Dr. Dunn served as secretary of fegation'at 
H^^H^^^^^f^^^H^RjH.^Trabtzond. Turkey, when his benefactor, ; Dr. 

• ; Peebles was minister from-this country. ' 

- - - {aaagagrtoa-g^^ ...ful compLmml tohis ability.-. - - - -—• 

WWHS [ -1 ■ LJm .jT* • ':3 ,i«,».-A i ,-na i 1 ■ 

trima vital quest*®* cfpabSc concern wen 1»- ■ from toe begtontog. aad kb business netted him,- 

; travel SDdu|.oa tbe iceturepUtfonn. |its lecture 

coyer, a vide ranee. of sublects. hAinf 

‘ -tag agitated. Hems sxmrecog^a** a pmwr toe first yearThtoanarthrea-andi^ 

. to fee community aad actpdredaa extended rep- doftsts, and fc* was equaly successful during to* • 

T*.«na Activity to pubfic *fehs brought him thirteen years of ( practice. 

• to contact' with fJncota. Palmer. Schneider. - in 1884 to changed his political views and 

Browning and others at toe meeting tat Spring- supported Mr. Cleveland for the presidency. He 

Add when toe Republican party was organized, was a staunch friend of John If. Palmer, and 

He made a strong speech to favor of the new did much to advance his political Interests, 
principles at this meettog. and upon hts return After leaving tbe bar he gave much of his 

to Rockford to* placed the name of Abraham time to literary pursuits. Tbe Petersons pw- 
Ltocefa at toe head rf -the columns of his p^er Ushed one of his noveb. whlto elicited favorable 
as toe new party's candidate for toe presidency, comment from Ac New York Son. World. Eve- 
it <s a matter cf history that tbe Rockford Re- < « Post and Boston Journal. H« *fcto*n*e 
pdton was the first paper to suggest fte name a political burlesque entitled. “ J 1 * 

JSk.ferp«idmL- . , ' which met with frest socedk He wrote 

Hr raWwi -a convention to Rock- a number of poems .of much merit, and a play 

entitled. - Eva, ^ jp^’* *5;. 

ZSS5SZ-. and as a-resuhEHhu B. ed on MM->«» Btock 

Stmrer m Srofatower rate of wife. Frances Roblnson.-dled soon aftercomtog 
interest, as they were obliged to pay as high as to Rockford, toe second wife was Miss Elizabeth 

’ equafiy at home to matters of science, religion, 

politics. He hah lectured In.mar? of 
B9H^KMBH^HKK--fitoJargesLclUes to-tbo-world, and has spoken 
. . to audiences ranging from a few hundred iq 

ntfeiber to many thousands. 

His palatial home to Rockford is one of tbe 
roost beautiful of the many beautiful homes to 
thedty. Externally it Jb.of oriental design, and 
b. c. dunn, m. o. its tatema! arrangement and ftalsh u one of the 

most artistic of the Queen Ann pattern. The 
family, which traces Its history beck for many parlors are finished in ebony and pM The 
generations. dining room is.octagon- to shape, and is finished 

. The grand parent, Joseph Dunm-had eight to walnut and cherry and lighted by windows of 
children, of which Hiram, the father of Dr. / opallzed glass. Hie house Is fitted-with toe 

Dunn, was bom to Lancaster county, Pennsyl- most modem and convenient- fliyii*^^ aiv r jj 
vanla. Dr. Dunn is tbe youngest of six children, a model of beauty. 

and was bom to Ontario county. New York, to E \ Dunn was married to Miss Carrie Etts. 

1840. in Marshall, Michigan, July 27, 1859, and has 

When a mere boy he manifested a roving two children, Aeola, wife of Richard Hamlyn of 
.. disposition and a spirit of Investigation, it was Rockford, and James, who married Miss Emma 
^ his good fortune to meet Dr. Peebles when but Patterson, and resides to Chicago. 
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Mrs. Dunn dlspUyod neat ability -as an art- bershlp has more than doubied since the begta- 
and her writ hasrectired high commends- ntag of his pastorate. A toe win ter chapel and 
"lions'from the best artists. Her latest ™*, school have been hunt and alf departments of 
••Pythias Before the Block." is a painting six - 

feet by four feet sU laches ta size, and Is valued 
at 51,000.00. Mrs. Doha died tn 5893. 


la later years Dr. Dunn has lived a retired 
life, devoting his attention largely to a study of 


He recently edited a remarkable work which 
was published by a Boston firm, entitled -Tbs 
Sagacity of Dogs.*' The volume Is beautifoiy »* 
Illustrated and a charming <rak. i 

SodaIy.be Is an Ald-de-Camp of the Sa- J 
preme Commander. Gen. C a n w h a h , <J the 
Knights of Pythias, and meets with the order tn 
' 5tafe~a^~t*aB0tal qacven ti acs. Kni g h t Tem-^ 
plar. member of CrosaderCommandery No. 17. 
and an Odd Fellow. . 

‘The familyresidaace Is at No. 807 West 
State street. * . 

Dr. Dm does not aspire to political prefer¬ 
ment, bat was olectod as aa aldenna* from the 




at mayor, ana naa twe sowers ** ■ 

ber of the.best mat cf the etty to this petition. 


many friends.ta the dty. 


but did not deekto-to make the race*. K*d he- 
done this be doubtless would have been elected 
by a luge majority. 

REV. JAMES J. FLAHERTY. * 

'The subject of Arts sketch was bom ta 
i county, Mtaots, ta* 1853. wbeiro be 
resided untfl Ws ordtaaUon. He was educated 
at the Niagara University, at Niagara Falls. N. 
Y- at which hwrwnHen be was ordained to the 
priesthood June 7. 1879, and on July 3. was 
asdgasd to duty ta the dty of Chicago, where 
‘ be served six years as assistant priejt- Rev. 
Flaherty to Rockford ta 1885. and was 
made Immovable rector of SL James church ta 
1887, and Dean of die Diocese ip 1901. Under 
his wise apd economical administration of the 
affair* of this branch of the church, its mcm- 


J. A. WALKER. 

J. A. Walker was bora in Ohio and removed 
with his parents to Iowa ta 1857. He spent 
his boyhood days on the farm and was educated 
lathe public schools. 

He ar position with the Stager 

Sewing Company ta 1874 and re¬ 

mained with tire company twenty-five years. 
He was rapidly promoted by the company, from 
the position of SbUdtor to-that of general mana¬ 
ger of the company’s business In the northern 
territory of Illinois, which he handled with 
marked success. „ 

Upon the termination of his business rela- - 
tions with the sewing machine company, he , 
spent a year In San Francisco, Cal., as manager 
of the city's manufacturing department In 1883 
be came, to Rockford where he has since resided 


™~-R-*Q'U^ 


during which time he has built fourteen real- and has two children, Edward R.. who Is his 
dences. and accomplished much other work In assistant In.the. management c? the-Centrar 
Important Improvements and the beautifying of Heat & Power Company’s, business, .and Elsie 
-the dty. B. The family residence Is at No. 215 North 

The recent organization of the Central Heat Court street 

& Power Company of Rockford. Is due to his _ 

- '*■ WILLIAM CROTTY 



/ 


wise management and energy In the promotion 
of Important and substantial enterprises. He 
was Instrumental ta securing a franchise from 


the dty for the Installation of the company's 
plant and was made Its general manager ta 
which capadty bo la now serving. 

The Innovation of this system to furnish 
heat power and light to the city and for private 
use. Is a credit to the company andto the dfy. 
The work of Installation is being pushed forward 
as rapidly as possible and when completed will 
be an up-to-date Institution. The use of till* 
system by private Individuals will result In a, 
great saving of time, money and Inconvenience' 
and will reduce to a minimum the danger from 
fire, thereby securing tower rates on Insurance. 

Socially Mr. Walker Is a member of the 
Royal Arcanum and the Royal .League. He 
was married to Miss May McCleery ta 1876, 


His parents were of Irish extraction and loyal 
citizens. When William was an Infant they re¬ 
moved from New York’ to Harvard, Illinois, 
where the subject of this sketch spent his boy¬ 
hood days. Upon reaching his majority he'em- 
barked ta business In Belvidere! 

to 1872 he came to Rockford, where he re¬ 
dded until his death, which occurred August 4. 
1899. . 

Mr. Crotfy was a •• self-made man ” ta the 
best , sense of the term. He relied upon hts 
own efforts to accomplish for himself, or for 
others, that which seemed best for all Interests 
concerned. He had the best Interest of the city 
always at heart, and never failed to do that which 
would promote the public welfare. In 1892 he 
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engaged is ibe real estate and Insurance bus!- Mr, Barnes hextajeepted a position with the 
ness and rapidly pushed his way to the front. In Willlair. and s efBTl?napp Company In the real 
xshorttlme-hls ability became apparent tnfoad-. estate and loan business, and acquired a partner¬ 
ing business men and he was made a confident- ship in the fciistfiess. in March, 1902, under the 
lal agent, handling large sums of money for in- 
vestmenT for others. He was a tireless worker. 
the sew! of honor, strong mental and physlcaSy. 
and performed faithful sendee for often, while ' 


He was the owner of a large amount of real 
estate, the value of which, probably reached the 
$150,000.00 mark. 

Ha vas a devout Christian, and codilattd *i 
Manly toward Ae sqppcrt cl his durdh aadj 


leaf kBtftnOccs. He aided largely In the Ml- ' 

wel standm a mooHment to his memory.. 

Ha was a member of the East State street 
Business Men’s' Asndattoo. and did roach in 
the pomottea tf badness interests. 

SociaSy. i» was a member of SfcaaBa Lodge 
A. O. U. W. and the Y. M. C. U. 


rm-m rrr. li*’HM 


eight children, who. with their mother, survive 


The famfly residence Ms at No. 727 East 
State street. *, * 


William H. Barnes was bom In Steuben 
county. New York. December 5, 1873. He 
amt to Rodcford With hbjjarents when but 
three ■wnntf i s old, and was*'Sfocated in the city 
pWk Hts father basing died when he was a 
mere bd, he was thrown upon Us own resources 

wfcencedy thirteen years of age. At tills Urns 

he begs* watkh« fovYhe Bto k e m a n & Dobson 
l u ring Company that be .might aid in 
the support of a w idowe d, mother and a large 
bmSy. He workedfof’fis company for about 
three years. He then took up the carpenter’s 
trade at which be .worked about foot years. 
When he eigaged with O. W.,Wheat and white 
there but a short time gained considerable 
knowledge of the photographer’s art 


has the of befog the youngest man 

. wi ppii in this Important business In the city. 

. By faithful attention to business, persistent 
energy and integrity be has acquired a position 
In bn*"*** circles which is an honor to himself 
• and a credit to his family. The company’s 
offices are located on the ground floor of the 
SfK*«i National Bank building, at the corner 
d st v«» and Main streets, where a large business 

to being doite to buying and selling city and form 

property, placing Insurance and loaning money. 
The firm has the confidence of the community 
and erfoys a lajge patronage at homo and 
abroad. 

Socially Mr. Barnes Is a member of the 
y ptnoK eh*. Masonic Order, M. W. A:, M. W. 
W.. and Royal League. 

He was married to Mis? Lucretla Franklin, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs"Oscar Franklin. May 
24, 1894, and has three children. The family 
resides at No. 605 Woodlawn avenue. 
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Was bom in Plymouth. Plymouth county. Mass¬ 
achusetts, March IS, 1854, and was educated 
in the schools of Plymouth and Rockford, hav¬ 
ing come to Rockford when ten years of age 
with hts alder, Mrs. Joseph Sehmauss. 

Mr. Henry's first employment was In a fruit 
and confectionery store at a salary of one dollar 
per week with hoard and washing, where,ha te- 


cantile business.; He has occupied the' entire' 
building, at the comer of State and Main streets, 

Nos. 211-213 during the last twenty years. 

By fair dealing and generous treatment of 
hts patrons hts business Increased so rapidly that 
It soon outgrew Its environments, and be was 
forced to-enJargo hls facilities by estabitshlng 
branch stores. Accordingly, a fine clothing ejn- 
porium was established at No, 347 East Bridge 
Beloit, Wts., and ano&cr at No. 487 
ith street, Mgine, Illinois, where be Is 
. meeting with merited success. 

- Sodsdr. he ls.a member of Star In the East, 

; Lodge No. 166, Rockford Chapter. Crusa- 
■; to Consistory, 

:}«wr, K. of P. In 1875, charter member of first 

r Hit's Lodge, and a Woodma n._1_,_ 

F - Mr- Henry married Mt» Fahhle'STSHnrier;- 

.. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James B. Skinner, in 
''Hay 1878, and has two children. Rupert J. and 
■ Charlotte E. ~- 

■’ Tha family' residence is at No, 619- Mul- 
' berry street. 



maload two years. Ho was next employed by 
Isaac Bachaxach In*the clothing business, where 


T he subject of this sketch was bom In 1 ■ 

Rockford In 1855 'wiih his parents’ and was 
educated In the city schools. When about 
seventeen years of age he became the book- ’ 
keeper for the Rhoades, Utter & Company’s . 
paper mills and remained with this company ’ 
twenty years. 


he renqalnad nine and one-half years. He then 
went into business on hi$. own account, forming 
a partnership with H. W. Allen and engaged In 
the crockery business. At the eaLoLoue year 
he sold his Interest to Charles W. HaikeU and 
formed a partnership with Henry. Stem tn th* 
clothing business In-the store' now occupied by 
the Hemming Shoe Co. on the comer of State 
and Wyman streets. In March, 1883, the busi¬ 
ness was removed to the comer of State and 


In 1887 he organized the Rockford Clothing 
Company and became Its seeretaiy and treasurer. 
During the first two years the factory of the 
company was located where the Sliver Plate 
works now stand, and then the present quarters 
'"? n occupied .where the business has grown to 
large proportions. The company enjoys a large 
patronage In custom-made goods for the local 
trade *nd does a large wholesale business 
throughout the northwest 


Main streets, where Mf. Henry’s central store Is 
now located. 

Mr. Henry has spent thirty-eight years of his 
life on State street as clerk or proprietor in mer- 


The principal manufacture of the company 

for the wholesale trade consists of pants, over¬ 
alls, working-jackets and shim. They make a 
specialty of uniform shirts ^ supply the city 
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» and, firemen, generally. The company especially In South"Dakota, where" he has done 
does a large Jobbing business In suspenders much In promoting the development of a fine 
hosiery. grade of stock. 

_ • • _ _• He places loans to the satisfaction of the 

borrower and safe to the Investor. H Is business 
Is constantly growing and now reaches a large 




Mr. Breariey is married and has four children 


Broker and real estate dealer, was born In Bel- 
vtsSere, IMnote, of Welsh descent His family 
traces Its history bade one hundred and fifty years 
and has been one of note In the beautiful Ids of 
Wales: He was the youngest child of Peter 
Crato and Sarah Thomas who came from On¬ 
tario and settled upon a farm near Behridere, in 
the early days. 

Mr. Thomas spent Ms boyhood days upon 
the farm and was educated In the public schools 
of.Behtdere. He ante to Rockford to 1886. 
where he has conducted a large loan and real 
estate bosiitess. His office Is on the ground 
floor of the Second National Bank-buUdlcg. 

He has several thousand acres of land, situ¬ 
ated *n Illinois and South Dakota, and is also ' 
eagaged extensively In farming and stock raising. 


volume anouaBy. His residence Is on East 
State street, a cut of which Is shown to 
this volume. « 

JOSEPH BEALE. 

Joseph Beale was bom In Twickenham, 
Middlesex. England. November 23, 1836. and 
died to Rockford, Illinois. April 16. 1902. 

Mr. Beale came to Rockford in 1858 and 
engaged to the Jewelry business with Clark !s 
Mitchell, which relation continued several years. 

In 1866 he formed a partnership with his 
brother, Thomas Beale, and went into business 
on toe present site of the Manufacturers' Bank. 
In 1892 his son. Joseph. Joined hln^ln the 
'business. 

.. Mr. Beale was twice married. His first 
wife was Miss Maria S. Jones of England, by 
5 whom he had two children, Joseph and Arthur. 
Mrs. Maria Beale died, July 6. 1891. His 
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sttof Rockford; 1st 1854 he came to-Rockford and 1 


The family .residence Is at 128 South First Immediately afid favorably Impressed with the 
street beauty of the city and the surrounding country, 



LEONARD SCHMAUSS. 


" Leofiard Schmauss was bom In Schnetdaeh, 
Bavaria, Germany, In 1826, and was educated 
to the public schools of his native country 
When twenty-two years of age he came to 
America and settled In Milwaukee where a large 
number of his countrymen had preceded him. 

An older brother, Joseph, had already located 
to Rockford, and was engaged In toe meat 
business to company with J. J. Andrew and 
Thomas Kettle well. Joseph was so highly 
pleased with the business outlook and the beauts 
ful situation of Rockford, that he wrote his 
Mother, Leonard, to visit him with a view of 
locating here." 

Leonard had engaged In the meat business 
shortly after hts arrival In Milwaukee and was 
making a success of his undertaking, but accepted 
Joseph's urgent Invitation to visit him and look 
over the city. 


Andrew to the meat business, and the firm be¬ 
came that of Schmauss Brothers & Kettleweli. 
Later on Schmauss Brothers bought out the. 
Interest of Kettleweli and the firm became that 
of Schmauss Brothers and they continued the 
business for three years, when the partnership 
was dissolved and the brother continued the 
market on the west side and Leonard took 
charge of the east side market at No. 313 East 
State street where he remained until succeeded 
by his sons. Leonard and Joseph. December 
9. 1889. 

. Mr. Schmauss carried on extensive farming 
operations to connection with the meat business 
having owned In 1861 400 acres of fine land 
In Ogle county. Illinois, and later 1.200 acres in 
the same county. 

His love for his adopted country was most 
Intense and he never failed to speak of Rock- 
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praisa, whether at home or abroad. 

His business career was marked by a degree 
of steadfast integrity and honorable dealing that 
redound wtfo honor to his memory. Mr. 
Sdunauss died December 9. 1689. He was 
married to Miss Mugaret Shienck of Milwaukee, 
in 1850. and had nine children, five of whom 
are tiring. 


Was boro on k farm in Cuiiford. Winnebago 
county. Bftnofe. October 8.1869. and was edu¬ 
cated te the ptte school and the Rockford 
High School He came to Rockford to 1880. 


—Mr. -Hutchins was married-to-Miss-Heflie 
Milter, of Rockford. In April 1897, and has two 
children. Geneva and Alta. 

The fairiily residence is at No. 1908 East 
State street. 

JAMES M. REID. 

James M. Reid was boro on a farm in 
Harle m, Winnebago county. IB lnot s? Ma y 2 8. 
1876, of Scotch parentage. His father. James 
S. Reid, was boro on the same farm, his father 
baring settled there In an early day and obtained 
a government patent on 
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and for eleven yean was In foe employ of foe 
People's Pi«*- He made a trip to Arizona 
where he remained three years. 

He is now etgaged In foe real estate, loan 


F. H. Hutefdrs & Co., and is meeting with fine 
The company is one cf foe more 
recent organisations, but it has foe confidence 
of the community and its business is rapidly 
growing. 


jamis *, Kna 

Mr. Rekl was in foe public schools 

and foe Rockford high school, after which he 
took a course In foe Rockford Business College. 

He entered foe employ of HoOand. Ferguson 
& Company in February. 1896, and was made 
foe secretary and manager^ in I SOI. which 
position he shl EotdsI : ”* 

The company is foe pioneer in the abstract 
Business,' laving beep established in 1869, and 
has a very large patronage. The reliability of 
foe work done In this office has secured the 
confidence of the public, which It justly merits. 

Socially Mr. Retd Is a member of foe Elks. 
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ROCKFORD & INTERURBAN RAILWAY. 

The Rockford & Jnterurban Ralivay Com- latter name was changed to the Rockford & 
^y comprise an urban system in the city of Interurhan Company a few wenfe ago. when 
SSS “ to *“ b ™* h ex,endIr « to Railway. Light & Power Company 

mllff ?' r0U ‘ e ° f fort *- thre<5 65.000, exclusive of the farmfogpopuiation along 

oolS Sfll? * h . Ch . R , 0C ^°^ b Ehe central ** "«• Starting at BeMdsw, with a popu'a- 

«.ree^,ago,X,foeflStS^?S; 

„ J f l M J^ t ^o! tr9Ct . RaUway Compan > f *** 11,0 «*taw and operating staff of the Rock 

- rTfinV' T ^ wueoni January tows: President, R. N. Bayiles; vice-president 

1. 1881 . and a franchise was granted by the city John Farson; secretary, G G Olmsted • 

«wdl June 27, 1881. In September of foe urer, W,F. WoodJfgSerai mS« r '^ 
s^roe year It vas docldod to build so extension rih« * auditar P* xu m-*a » . 

of foe Ho®, .taLt^® R a I r 5. r °iffid3iinidJ^^^S-i.^^toa^^rtuiOT '^ChaJte^C^ L^s^ n ^ ei *^ en ^ 

I 0 ’* 80 ' 000 - * Bd ^ J- «. Craneman Z£Z 

_ mm ng the fl r&jtayi n nf It s orhirm n me Ui i deiit^-track- anfSpeirf. ' Mc C??^ =;TO ^ 

new management the name of the company Was law In Kansas eight Wad 
cha^fotheRockfordCityRai^yCompany. Moines. Iowa. 

In 1890 a new company was organized under fession there many years Was aton^tL? 1 
foe name of the Rockford Traction’ Company, of the circuit Mot "Z *** 

which Mt a road to the West End foT the pul- of foe organic of foe Ss“ Etemric^,^ 9 
pose of developing this section of the city, in Iowa at Des Mnin« 1\ Ete ^ c Rallway 
Subsequently the new company extended l conSy ^ * * 

lines to South Rockford and to the East Side, of thlmLmt ^ became a P®* 

This company met with great opposition from with W. E Andrews nurri! w*" 1 *" l&89 ' He 
foe o.ld company and eventually went Into the terest in foe RocwTrd^rtTR^jSv^ 1118 ^ 
hands of a receiver. In 1895 it was sold and in November ififio ,„7 R ^^ ay . Con ’ pan > r 
ta^fofo foe hrmdscd foe present com^y and chared It ov^ 

■ When foe Rockford City Railway Company ZToT SL ^ H ° *7 rama,ned the P^' 









car road to an electric road to 1890 ssd aeBtag • 
it to 1893: Hewasaboformerty Interested to 
toe Sou* Bend. Ini. Street RaUw^r. and also 
president of toe Brazil Electric Railway Com¬ 
pany. Indiana, and soldtoat to toe present Terre 
Haute Company. 

Mr. T. M. general manager cl tb*com- 
pany. is a New Yorker, haring been bom to 
WWtestmmtal86I, At the age of eighteen he 
started in the street rallvay business as a con¬ 
ductor and steadily anvanced until he was made 
superintendent of the Utica Belt Line. 


He was nod employed to a responsible capacity 
by toe Edison General Electric Company of New 
York, from which place he came to Rockford In 
July. 1892, as general manager of the Rockford 
City Railway Company. Under his manage¬ 
ment toe Rockford system has been almost 
entirely rebuilt, new lines have been extended to 
cover'all parts of toe’ city, the service has been 
improved and larger cars have been put in use. 
and the system In general has been put Into a 
first '•!*«« condition. Mr. Ellis enjoys the utmost 
confidence not only of toe directors but of his 
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employes as well, with whom he has established • he accepted In March. 1903. the position of 
* j! 6 m . 0Sl frlendly re * * at,ons - Although a strict superintendent of track and overhead work of the 
disciplinarian, no one Is quicker to appreciate Rockford & Interurban Railway Company. 

'• and reward faithful service.. He Is a- hard_‘ —-— 

worker and keeps In touch with the smallest de- R. j. BRYHN 

tall of every^department under his management The subject of tots sketch wai bom In Nor- 
Mr. McAssey auditor of the company, was way. March 19. 1864. and came to New York 
bom in Rtpon. Wls.. and educated at Rlpon with his parents when thirteen o{ 
All ege. After gradu ating from colIegeJn-iasL_ 

h o wa s made cashter »nH 0 f _ • 


Rockford Raltwy, Light & Power Company. 

He has been conttnuously connected with the A 

Rockford system since that time and was ad- A 

yaneed to the position of auditor of the Rockford 
fc Interurb an Railway Company in 1902. 

was boma^’edSated In 


-"^'Rodcford. Re was first employed 
Rockford Railway. Light & Power Company in 
1895 as motorman. and advanced by successive 
promotions to the’ poistion of superintendent of 
transportation, to which capacity he has served 
the company since 1898. 


*—pre» afcrnt. U a native of Rockford whim he 
' a half years, water works 

• papw work and for sight years was'connected 
.withthe Register-Gazette-of Rockford, as dr- 
cutatton manager. In tots capacity he became 
widely acquainted to Rockford and the surround¬ 
ing territory. He has also acted at different 
times as manager for various shows and enter- 

• talnments. In June. 1902, he was appointed 
to his.present position with the railway company 
and much of the success of the express 
department Is due to his active and able 
management 

C. J. McCarty was bom In Logansport. Into, 
to 1875. Was educated at toe University of. 
Illinois. Located at Chatjipalgn. III. Became . 
superintendent of electric light plant at Rock 
Falls. In 1898. Started with electrical depart¬ 
ment of the C. B. & Q. R. r. i 8 $9. ^ 

1900 accepted a position with the Elgtn. Aurora 
& Southern Traction Company, taking charge 
of track and overhead work. In 1902 going 
with the Aurora. Elgtn & Chicago, from where 


where be remaJnedjsIs years, employed as a. 
shipping clerk. He removed to Chicago In 1883 ’ 

and was employed as a shipping clerk for C 
>«. 4 C.. c - 

He then engaged with the Standard OH Co. 
in a like position In Chicago., and at toe end of 
five yeara vas transferred to Rockford and ra- 
m2 ^ , [ !th ,. lhe company *““» 1896, when he 
J” f bBSln «» on his own account. 
Mif ^ ona 3*" ho sold his interests 

to toe Standard Oil Co. and engaged witotoj 
company as tts local manager. 1„ which capac^ 
he has met With eminent success. ^ • 

He has supervision over a lame territory 
covering some sixty towns and awncteswlS 
“S*- u th ° ll fr ° m ** Rockf °«l bran!* 

Modtf wJ?'' ' S ” 0dd Fellow *nda 
Modem Woodman. He Is married, and with 
hts family resides at 316 South First store! * 
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CAPT. LEWIS F. LAKE. 


y county eksrk In which capadifhe served 


STyeaiv He was then elected to the office o( 
Circuit Clerk and Recorder, is a native of IUi- ' cJeA ^ b ^ spring his lourth term 
nois. and was born in Owen township, Wlnne- 


. in this office. ' 

bago county Jn 1846, and was educated In the sodtaSr be Is a member of the G. A. R.. 
public schools. He enlisted In the army and j^, Uag , je> A 0 . u. W.. Elks. K. 

did service during the Ctvrl War.' He was cap- p ^ othw beneficiary orders, 

tured at Atlanta In July 1864, and confined In ^ ,y. w Kia rrIed'to Miss Martha A, 

; II I. 1 1 ' " "" 

- 4~A K* Of which, a daughter. Is now living. 

, jhg family resides at 229 North Church street. 

.. _JMARCUS. A. NOfgpN. 

Xha subject of this sketch was bora la the 
H Bridgewater- Michigan, Januaiy J 6. 
? 1841. Hb parents ramoved to Arm Arbor. 



the AndersomrlBe prison until be was released _ 
by a exchange of prisoners the following 

September. 

Durfi^ a portion of his enlistment be did ser¬ 
vice in Taylor’s Battery.-First Illinois Light Ar¬ 
tillery. and was engaged In several of the most 
noted battles of the war. 

Capt Lake’s pride In military life Is further 
evidenced 6? fifteen years of service to the 1B1- 
nots National Guard, eight years of which as a 
member of the famous Rockford Rifles, and 
seven as regimental adjutant with rank of cap- 
tain. . 

Upon his return, at the dose of the war. he 
verted at the carpenters trade, but sodo went 
into the shops of the Emerson Mfg. Co., where 
he worked thirteen years. ‘Jn 1881 he was a 
candidate for the office of collector and was 
elected by a good majority. At the expiration 
of his term of office as collector he was made 


1 

1 


Michigan, to 1844 so as to be able to give their 
children the excellent educational advantages 
offered In that city. 

In 1852 fife family came, to Rockford and 
made a home on the South side. In the. then, 
new Fifth ward, since which time Mr. Norton 
has resided nearly continuously in this city. 

Mr. Norton was among toe first to respond 
to the call for volunteers In defense of the Union, 
and »"H«^ed as a private In Company G. 44th 
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salaries and served on several other important l 
committees. He ni appointed by the Board 
of H«M» of the City o! Rockford as eater and < 
ptanbtag hapectot. in which capacity be did 
edidewt service. The Board ot Supervisors ap¬ 
pointed hhn to the office of overseer of the poor 
In which jjadtkm be served three yearn. 

At the electicn in November. 1902. be was 
ejected to the office ot county treasurer. receiv¬ 
ing the unanimous vote of every town in the 
•^H^adTwclna In & 

PoMcaly. Mr. .Canon has ever bam a 
stare* MpAteaa. tat la Bocal matters be Is 


turned to the (am where he remained six years, 
Mr. Collier represented the town of Harlem In 
the county board of supervisors three years. In 

1881. he came to Rockford and engaged with 
the City Railway company as general 


la Us best judgment. Is best quaMSerf to fll the 
office re gan fc s s of party Unes. - 
" SocMtyl'Mr. Canon Is a Masco, having - 
served as amretxry of E. F. W. EUb Lodge No. 
633. A. F. & A: U., tor a number of yearn: 
K. of P-. K- of a. Tribe of Ben Hw and !. O. 
O. F. 

Kin. Canon is also a member of the Ladles’ 
societies. She is a Post 


Past Grand of die Rebecca Degree of the I. O. 
O. If.'" ‘ 

Mr. Canon Uttrty-sn years cW and Udsfair- 
to 8ve yet many yean, as his ancestors were 
noted fee laagevity of yean. His fatter and 
mother are stfll Bring, aged respectively eltfity- 
^six and eighty-three years. They reride on the 
old homestead in Monroe county. New York. 

Mr. f^Tmn has s pleasant home in South 
■Rockford. No. 1129 Ferguson street. 


L 


Sheriff of Winnebago county, was bom in Chea- 

a^o county. New York. March 8: 1848, where 
he was educated In the public schools, andre- 
sided until twenty-one years of age.- His occu¬ 
pation. while young, was that ef farming.Hq_ 
settled in Rcscoe. Illinois, to 1869 and Staged 
ta tfas ruffling business. He adopted toe mffldr's 
trade fls a profession and became an expert in 
fire business. After doing a'successful seven 
year’s business to Roscoe. he became the head 
mffler at the Rocktoh and Beloit mills. On 
account of his health, he left the mills and re- 


ger of its stock and employes, but was shortly 
after j ppan*«t saqsriatendeGt of the county 
term bribe board of supervisors, which position 
he filled to the entire satisfaction of the board 
ami &e people, for eleven years. In 1902, he 
was the unanimous choice o{ the Republican 
party M a candidate for sheriff of Winnebago 
cotatty, and was efetod to that office at the 
November election. Socially, Mr. Collier is an 
Elk and a M asra. He married Miss Eliza J. 
McMullen, of Fairdale. DeKalb county. Illinois, 
in 1876. and has two children, a daughter. Ida 
Marie, and a son. Charles T. 


. O. > KERN. 

County Superintendent. of Schools O. J. 
Kent, was bom to Moultrie County, Illinois. Jan. 
1, 1861. He attended the district school dur- 
tog a few months in the winter, and after he was 
twenty-one years old he earned enough money 
to enable him to take a four years classical 


course at Do Pauw (Old Asfeuty} University,' purchased, representing about 289 < 5volumes, at 
Greencastle, Indiana. Over study so affected an outlay of $1300. He has organized a Farmer 
. his eyesight that he was compelled fa give up Boy’s Experiment Chib of 325 member* and 
further study atf^refum to the farm. After re- conducted educational excursions to the Experi- 
malnlng there a year he decided to attempt , ment Station and Agricultural College. New 
teaching. Entirely w^'icui friends, b&renee or’ schools are being built and grounds and build- 
experience. he secured ^ position as. principal togs made attractive. During his admlnistra- ' 
of a four room school. Ifle catne to Whi ne - Mon -three d istrict schools have been consolidated 
-• bago coun ty tn-Augu srT8jfflTa - stranger, with and a new central hmiHin g win k. trtr f t j ; n .. 
—fends enough for Iwrwfe -S’boahTiiui taught !903. the first school of this kind to Illinois. , 
hls^_daypf s^asyrtocipa'-cl nearer*--TM„ehooNrlU be located In SewHffEwiSSr* 
valley school. Afte.- remaining , Si three That his talent is appreciated Is shown by the 
ijg-ftgy***. Si .salary, iiy 1-. steady demand for his presence at fanners' and 

^ ^ the. toad** institutes, and for articles from his pen. 

Rockford H Igh^ SchooL- This petition te_ held. . He U n regular contributor to the local press and 
for seven years. In April, 1898, he was ucanl- to the School News, published at Tayiorvllle 111 
mouriy nominated by the Republican County He is also an occasional contributor to oihw . 
C«sveottooit)Hhe-posithw ;of CouctySuperfa- periodicals. His 1902 report of the Winnebago - 
lendMit of Schools, and was elected the follow- County schools -entitled *• The Country School 
tog November. He was renominated to 1902, and the Country Child,’’ was called for from all 
over the United States, and requests for it came 
^nL, fram South America and Canada. His report 

of -a visit the Centralized Schools of Ohio 

received as wide a ns&te anH «... Ttpr inted I n_r- 

^^J^^^^W|Md|HBi|ME^^jWBta^gfelI»<=Nationat:C6mmlsric m e r - df ---- 
Education at .Washington, D. C. Supt. Kern 
content to travel to tho ordinary educa- 


' Seaciier3 » pupils and patrons, he will make the 
. district schools of Winnebago county second to 
aone Ih® state. Mr. Kern was united to mar¬ 
riage to Jessie C. Allen at Greencastle. Indiana. - 
August 6. 1889. They have four children— 
Esther. Evans, Louise and Russell. 

FRANK M. MARSH. 

Frink M. Marsh was bom at New Milford, 

. Illinois, and was educated in the public schools 
. of East Rockford, under the prtadpslshlp of 
Professor Freeman. After graduation he took 
a course In a business college where he became ‘ 
■_ thoroughly equipped for a business career. 

fit 1874 he engaged in the stock and grain 
s business, which was successfully prosecuted for 
» about fifteen years. In 1888 he formed a 

• partnership with Mr. Maxwell, under the' firm 

* name of Marsh & Maxwell, and engaged in the •' 
I undertaking business, as successors to William 

i Logie. At the end of three years the firm dls- 


COUMTY SUnutnnWffiiHT O. J. KERN. 

and was elected the same year. Mr. Kem is 
a fine type of She up-to-data educator who 
makes the most of the means at his command. 
He has enlisted the co-operation of teachers, 
pupils and board of supervisors so that fifty-eight 
traveling libraries, for district schools, have been 
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1900 he was re-elected to this office in which 
capacity be Is gtvtng acceptable service to the 

Pe °^4r. Marsh's father had the honor of sag- 
gestn* the‘name for his native town. New 
MUford. There was a new mlU erected on the 
river, at a point at which there was a convenient 
ford and this fact suggested the name.- New 
mtll'ford. which was written New Milford. . 

Mr Marsh is a member of several fraternai 
societies, is married and has a family of three 
children. He resides at 215 South First street 


1. SHOUDY. 

The subject 'of this *etch was bom at 
Pawpaw. Lee county. Illinois, in 1859. where he 
spent his boyhood days. He came to Rockford 
in 1879. and after taking a course in the Ro6k- 


farmhn. aal-wM married J o - M m. BeBc E- 
Miller, daughter d C.F. Miller. Esq..-, who 

served as a justice of to peace for many years 

In this city. He returned to Rockford to 1889. 

where be has since resided. 

Mr. Shoody has the credit for the Invention 
of the first tank-beater and took out the first 
patent ever Issued from the patent office on this 
useful article. He manufactured tanks In this 
city two years, and then organized a stock com¬ 
pany for the purpose of manufacturing them on 
rL* larger scale. He was so unfortunate 
as to sell a majority of the stock and thus lost 
control of the business, and this resulted in its 
failure. He engaged In the real estate business 
In 1893 and in 1896 foe present co-partnership. 
Sboudy & Melville, was formed. The company 
does, exclusively, a land business. 

Mr. Shoudy ts the Inventor of the first 
dumping car ever used, which he patented and 
sold to eastern parties. The same device Is 
now being used on dumping carts. He also 
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Invented a railroad jack the patent for which Mr. Mehriile-lvas married to Miss Sarah E. 
wassddto the Southern Railway Company for Eddy, a daughter ot Mr. and* Mrs. E. F. W. 


In 1393 be had a position in the land de¬ 
partment of the Illinois Central Railway Com- 
P«ny. After serving .In this capacity for some 
time, be took a like* position with the Yazoo 
Valley Company. In both of which position*, he 
was very successful - -- - 



year a hugs area of Texas land baa beenadded 
tototbt The company now owns and ct»- 
trols more than 400,000 acres of land; footed. IHHH 
la many states. It employs 160 agents who ; HSUkKUr 
ierida In TIIlhcte. Towa and Indiana. These ~ 
sjCdnte come regularly to this city, and bring 
-maty atranpia-wH h - r hv m ; - 

• great volume cl business bore. Doubtless this 'RHEgHB 

company employs more people and ’haadla a- • '^BflRflj 
greater amount of land than all other like con- 
cems tn the city, put together. They move ' ^RH 

along quietly but an Immense volume of business * 

ts done every year. . ' „ . Minvm . m 

\ . .lA fibrtfalt pf Mr. Sbqudy ts Ikn ew lth pre- ."". . tLWU * K “:"~~— 

his homeat 2515 Eddyof Lake county. |n 1092. and resides a. 
^tryull)y ^ Elm street 

- JESSE D1MOND' 


!- F. L. -MELVILLE * * Was bom- tn Boone county. iliiiwIs. May 26; 

Wasbom t„ Lake county. lUinois. 186!. and ““‘1 ,n ^ P ubl,c ^ools.' 

•—. .v.._ -- j-.- ... .. . _ Ha ^ ls enpged In farming until 1894 when he 


spent thirty years of his life upon the farm In 
that county. He came-to Rockford In 1890 
and took a course In the Rockford Business Col¬ 
lege, and. after graduation, taught two years In 
that institution. 

Mr. Melville then engaged In the real estate 
business, forming a copartnership with Mr. 1. 
Shoudy In 1896, since which. Hme he has been 
an Indefatigable worker In building up a hn.in.„ 
that ts an honor to the firm and a credit to the 
city. This firm owns and controls more than 
400.000 acres of land located In Kansas, Mis¬ 
sissippi, Iowa and Wisconsin, and has 160 men 
In Its employ. The volume of business trans¬ 
acted by It will probably exceed the aggregate of 
all other real estate concerns in this section of 
the country. 


went Into the business of stock buying, and at 
the same time conducted a meat market at Pop¬ 
lar Grove. Illinois, where he remained three 
years. 

In 1897 he removed to Brookings. South 
Dakota, and engaged In the real estate business. 

He came to Rockford In 1899. and has since 
been in the land business. In 1901 he formed 
a copartnership with Mr. W. H. Marshall, under 
the firm name of Dlmond & Marshall. They 
make a specialty of buying and selling fartn 
lands. Their Immigration business is larger 
ton that of any other dealers in the country. 
They have sold, and also now have on hand lm-'. 
mense tracts of land in the Dakotas'and Kan¬ 
sas upon which they locate actual settlers. Their 
business makes It necessary to employ a large 
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number of men iocaSsd In different pom of the tatfon lo'The ctty for which the community U 
country. These men to the number of 100 or Indebted to thb firm, 
more frequently come to Rockford and thus con¬ 
tribute to Its resources and popularity. 

Ur. Dimood b an Odd FeBov and Modem 




I 


Haring lost htewBe he resides with hi* three 
children at 813 Mufberry street. 

W. H. MARSHALL 

Is a prominent land dealer In connection with 
Dtinood. mder the flrm*’of Dimood & 
Marshal. 

vir vas bore In Winnebago. Wln- 

coosty. Illinois. July 5. 1870. and was 
educated to the schoob oH»b native town, and 

was graduated from theWTnncbago High School. 

His flat hustoess'venture was In the meat 

boatoes*. after whldt be engaged In thfrie^ es¬ 
tate business in which he has been.very suc¬ 
cessful The company handies a largo amount 
of western land awmaBy,and employs a large 
fome of men who Tbit Rockford frequently In 
the course of their business, thus giving a large 
amount of free advertising and a splendid repu- 


Sociallyi M r. Marshin b a member o 1 t he 
M. W. A.. I. 0. 0. F.. and the Masonlc“order. 

He.is.manledandhas.lw9 children. _ 

The family residence b at No. 1101 West 
State street 

H. W. WILLIAMS. 

Was bom In Worcester. England. February 27. 
1830. and was educated In the schools of hb 
native country. He came to the United States 
tn 1845. and spent some time at Ypslianta. 
Michigan, where an uncle resided. He then 
went to Detroit Michigan, and to Lake Supe¬ 
rior points, where he remained until coming to 
Rockford In 1866. when he secured a position 
as ta the office of N. C. Thompson, 

where he remained twenty-ona years- 

The father of Mr. Williams was a celebrated 
F^giuh artist whose works were widely known. 

He was married to Mbs Lydia Lane Wright. 
■ formerly of Newport PagneUf England, in Rock- 
ford, June 5, 1870. 

He visited hb English home In 1867. where 
he remained one year to recuperate hb health. 



Mr. Walkup's given name. Liberty, Is an old 
family name, and was brought to this country by 
the Puritan fathers. The parents of Mr. Walkup 
In bestowing this name upon their son conveyed 
an heirloom to him of high dbtlnctlon. of which 
he has reason to be proucL^ 

Mr Walkup enlisted In Company K, 92nd 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers. In 1862. but on 
account of disability received an honorable db- 
ebatge tn 1863, when he returned to hb home 
In Pine Creek, where he remained four years. 
Ho then removed to Iowa, where he resided six 
years, when he returned to Illinois.. He came 
to Rockford In 1881, where he has since resided. 


by people from all parts of the world, and there 
b no product of Rockford’s many Industries that 
"Is more widely known or more highly apprecla- 

Mr. Walkup has an office and studio In hb 
house, where he enjoys hls work, and has a larve 
patronage. 6 

An uijcle. Gen. James Ruggles, was one of 
three men who drew up the first republican plat¬ 
form and made possible the election of Abraham 
Lincoln president of the United States Gen 
Ruggles has visited Rockford several times. ' 
Mr. Walkup Is married and resides at 209 
North Main street. 
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He was three times married, and the third 
wife was Miss Lucy Buggies, the mother of the 
, subject ol this sketch, who was the youngest 
member of the family. 

When Clinton was six years of age his father 
removed to Jersey county, I llinois, and two years 
later to Ogle county, Illinois, where he died In 
Byron In 1845, being sixty-eight years of age. 

Dr. Clinton Helm was educated In the Rock- 

of m ^ lc to wUh Dr. Lucto Clark of this city. 
He graduated from the medical department c J 
'the University of |ova, at Keokuk, in 1852, and 
.cornroeoced the practice, of his profession at 
Oregon, Ogle county, Illinois. Hs afterwanS re¬ 
moved to Byron In the ‘same county^ and later 
to Beloit. Wisconsin, where he remained eight 
years, acquiring a very largw and successful 
practice. 

- In September. 1862, Governor Yates ap¬ 
pointed him surgeon of the 92nd' Illinois Infan¬ 
try, and during the succeeding year he was with 
that command In all Its marches and battles. 

On September 20,' 1863. be was captured 


DR. E P. CATLIN 

Was bom In Chester, Ohio, In 1837, and came 
to Rockford with his parents In 1338. His 
father, Dr. A. M. Gatlin, upon arrival In Rock¬ 
ford, combined farming with the practice of med¬ 
icine, but his services, as a physician, were so 
much In demand that he was finally forced to 
give up the farm and devote his attention to the 
_ p ractlec-of-medlclne;—Hts-pra«l?e~exfen3ed— 
over a wide area of country and his rides were 
long and tedious. He died In 1892 after a pro¬ 
fessional service of seventy years. 

Dr. E P. Catlln was educated In the Rock¬ 
ford district and high schools, and at Kimball 
Union Academy. New Hampshire. He gradu¬ 
ated from Rush Medical College In 1864. Took 
ajWSt-graduate course In College of Physicians 
and Surgery In New York dtv. and Bellevue 
Hapital Medical College to 1665. He was first ' 
assistant surgeon In the 152nd Illinois regiment 

Dr. Catlln practiced medicine in Rockford 
one year,'and then located In Manteno. Illinois, 
where ha practiced his profession thirteen years, • 


year of bla servica ho vu with Gen- 
*wno«Myv4lschaiged 

Dr. Heim located in Rockford In 1878, 
where he has since enjoyed a substantial and 
popular practice. • • 

He married Miss Hannah S. Payneer, who 
was a native of Connecticut and of French par¬ 
entage. Mrs. Helm was a cultured woman, 
and was noted for her benevolent spirit and heip- 
fulness In the community. Both the doctor and 
Mrs. Helm were members of the Second Congre¬ 
gational church, and were foremost In charit¬ 
able work. They were the parents of six chU- 
dren. five of whom are stffl living; Minnie E, 
wife of E J. Whlto of Chicago; Clinton, a prac¬ 
ticing dentist of Rockford. Eva,'Harry S.. and 
Willis. ... 

Dr. Helm is a member of the Winnebago 
County Medical Society, and Is called In con¬ 
sultation In critical cases, over a wide area of 

Mrs. Helm died In July, 1899. The resi¬ 
dence Is at 628 Mulberry street. 


• ----- among rns^ 

fellow practitioners and the community. 

- Pr . C ?tll n _ w as- ro arrled-ln—t666-?r !iS - 

three sons, one of whom. Dr. S. R. Catlln, is 
now practicing medicine In Rockford, thus rep¬ 
resenting the third generation, In the same fam¬ 
ily, In the medical profession. The Catlln fam¬ 
ily of physicians represents stxty-slx years of 
service In Rockford.' 

Dr. Catlln Is a member of Post No. I 
G. A. R. ' ’ 

HENRY R1CHINGS, M. D., 

Is a son of the late Dr. Charles H. Richlngs, 
who was bom In England, February 26 1815 
* and received his preliminary medical education 
ta Belgium, as a medical cadet serving with the 
French Army of Occupation. 

Ho came to the United States In 1836 and 
entered a large tract of land near Pecatonlca 
Illinois. He soon after returned to England’ 
where he married Miss Mary Stephenson, a not 
very distant relative of the noted English engi¬ 
neer ol this name. Upon his return to this coun¬ 
try he settled upon his farm, where he not only 



















■£. Uto family reskteoce l» *1 No. 305 North 
f llato street 

■V .. W. H. FITCH. M. D, 
f On* of. Rockford's KwatWl^ *» 


at Beloit Wls. He studied tnedfstoa at 
Ana Arbor, Mich., and also at the Uairentty of. 
Near York, -where he took Ms degree In 1864. 
Saon after be redehred tbe appointment d Act- 

tag Assistant Stage* U.S.A»sndwasa«IP!ed 

to flte United States' Genera! HospftaL Arm¬ 
ory Square, Washtagtcu. D. O, where aseseca- 
tt« officer be served »>« tbe dowel ttow. 

under Dr. D. W. Bliss,-surgeon to douge, who 
had already become noted as an army wrgeao. 

At the dose of the.war he formed a part¬ 
nership vith Dr. BUss, and practiced Ms prdes- 
slon In Washington, D. C. # for eight years. He 
located in Rockford in 1678, where he has since 
enjoyed a lucrative practice. 



He is a graduate of Beloit College and of 
the Medical Department Northwestern Univer¬ 
sity. He also pursued post graduate studies at 
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Ann Arbor University, and the medical schoob Dr. Helm comes from a family of doctors, 
o{ Vienna. Berlin and London. and Is among the.foremost of the family asa 

Dr. Fitch commenced the practice of medl- successful practitioner. 

Cine in Rockford to 1870, and has met with The doctor was married to Miss Mary Glb- 
emtoent success. He has held the position of son. of Rockford, to 1887, and has two'children, 
consulting surgeon for the Rockford City Hospl- His office Is ciWflfth'fioSrrf thi Brown " 
p« since its establishment building, and the family residence Is at No 740 

While the doctor pursues no specialty, he Is North Church street _ - 

c onsidered to be one of the best afl-rgund con- The doctor n a w. wtnnrbmro- 

•sultanrs w mis section of country, and Is called County Medical Society, the American Media! 
to consultation to critical cases to all points In Association Snd the Central Wisconsin Medical 
Northern Illinois and Southern Wisconsin. Association. 

..__He has been a member of the Board of •-- 


Trustees of the Illinois Eye and Ear Infirmary 
for eighteen years, and of the Rockford College 
'during the last lHteen years, in both of which In¬ 
stitutions he has taken a deep Interest, 

Dr. Fitch married Miss Katherine Kountr, 
of Allegheny, Penn., and has two children. 

• HlsofflcesareNos.303-305 Masonic Temple. 

and the family residence is on North Main street. 

W. B. HELM, M. D., 
■Was.bomto Butiervfa^ lowa. October n m so. 


ALBERT S. GREEN, II. a. 

Is a wetfkriown RockfofdpSyidciaj^ havtog wme 
to tbe city in 1894. where be has a 

successful practice.—-- 

Dr. Green wire educated at the Mount-. Mor¬ 
ris Seminary, the. Northwestern Unjyeraily. 





High School from which he graduated In 1876, 
Norftwestera. University to 1881, and from the 
Northwestern University Medical School to 1884. 


ALBERT D. 

Medical'College, receiving his degree from the 
latter In 1878. He began the practice of med- 
ldne at Shulbburg. Wls.. where he remained 
sixteen^ ears. 

Since receiving his degree he has done 
much post-graduate work. In 1890 he took a 
post-graduate course at the New York Polyclinic. 
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ia 1891 a com at toe New Yock Port-Gradu- Medical Department Northwestern University In 
ate Medic*) Cofcg*. In IBM be attended'* thecbsao(l880. 

com at the Pintado*** Poiydtale. and to Dr.MUlerpractJcedrnedlOne^‘™****° 
1897 be took ametocMcsooeattoe New York ten years and tow removed to Rockford tn 1890. 
Puto-Gradaate Medical Colbge- It Ss not every wt^h* hassiiwi«t!)oredajuc^Ad pr*^ 
phrdciaa that mate Iris' tbas-aad idssm la so cfhfcprefariom 'Hsteamembwcf tha 

thoroughly psrfsclteghlsiaslf for toe work of his neba*o County MedlcaJSo«^ty and has^bo(« 

profession. bat Dr. Green voatd not |*5> abort its pres«e«* Airing 

--’— ei tfae American Medical Asao- 


WWIWh 




toty auric attended (be aemlnaiy at Alien* 
Grove, sod attended theState Untverdtyjit 
Chamfajga. fiL, two year*. 

He startled medicine fa the office of Doctor 
Greeo. at Woodrtock.UU sad then attended toe 

Am Arbor Uidvwrtty one year.- He then took 
m it""« at dm Northwestern Medical school 
' aod recatood bis degree to 1876. 

He entered upon the practice of hb pro- 
fcseton at Alan's Grove. WU., where be re- 
: mataed toot years, after which be took a post 
> wadocte coarse at Betarae Hospital. Now 
Ife ? York O^.: Doctor to Rockford 

**'' ia 1882. abets he has since resided. ■ 

- Dr.'Wtm.keeps well abreast In the progress 
flat Is no* being .made to toe work of his 
pnfeMkn. Ho U'a Sard worker and has met 
.with wel merited success to his practice. He 
ttajM. tm toe cotfidenee of his patrons and his practice 

HieCtajoMutalCofcp. 0«»* M«tal Sota,. He Sul. Metal 



and the Fraternal frames. ' Dr . Walker mar- 
~rted'MtH”ERaga _ SHc!alr; of Sarnia. Ontario. 
Jtaw 27.1900, and has oob daughter, 


offices are Nos. 414 < *nd416 Masonic Temple, 
*“* the family residence U at No. 1225 North 
Church street 


Was bom In Lake Geneva, September 3, 1872. 
He was graduated from the Lake Geneva High 
school tn the class of 1892, and from the Chi¬ 
cago Homeopathic Medical CoOege, to the class 
ot 1896. ,As a result of JO* atandli& 'through 
competltlye.examination,'he was .made 
physician and stogeco of Cook County Hospital 
from October 1,1896 to April 1, 1898, He came 
to Rockford lit May 1898, to take the practice 
of U. W. Thomas, where he has gained proirri- 
nent standing In the, medical profession. His 
offices are In rooms 301 and 302 In the Masonic 
Temple. Ho Is a member of the Rockford 
City Hospital attending staff, and Is the exam- 


DR. CHARLES VICTOR STARVE. 

Bom March 25th, 1853. In Sweden, near' 
to# city of Jontoping. After finishing the 
country school be passed through Jonkoptng’s 
Eleroentar School 1867-75. Student auK* 
Unhrerslijr 1875. Medlco-phtlosophlc eraT 
l876.MedIclMeCand.exam. 1885and Medeclnr 
L^te exam, .188? at Upsals, Kingdom of 

" lrranco ' Oct* ^S-May, 

In March and April 1890 he passed the 
reqwmectary examinations la the Facultad de 
Clendas MeMlamiMhb University of Buenos 

_AIres foridrolsslon-to^he-practice-of medicine 

ln the Argentine Republic. S. Am. Director of 

toe Medico-mechanic Gfanastic Inhriute at 

Bueno, Aires 1890-91. Practicing physician 
In toe Province of Buenos Aires 1892. 
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Anbnd to tba United States of N. America has 

Oct. 1st 1892. aaa has Bred at Rockford. III. in Rock ford *» ’ T**” 

atoca Not. 1892, except 18 months po»to at targe and aaccwaW pacoc*. 
QaafewN*-. 1894-95. — ' 

Minted l^toAatoNoidi®^ 

Dr. Sta«k«’* motto b: Nothtag to humanity 
teb^lteftfcwfoaaijwaa. Do lb. test 



South Mala sbML 


Letoalt.wiiortW8wridaad.ot aextously 
-adorn tew !******»<**“»*** * kn0 ^’ 
Try to ton aal lot otter V*0*J** *° »*• 
(Get®*: “Leta. art W*» tew*"). 

V A*»P«etle*w pbyUclaB Dr. Stake tsoot 
taoS of tte Swdtth 

>eteH. tooww of Us aafloMSSy. 

StatoecwiamMflMeff.coamopoite. 


ROCKWOOO SAGER. M-D.’ 

““ RteSwSTS^. M. D-. ooe of *« beat 
known physicians of Rockford, was ten. to 
BaWdere.!***. 1.1863. '&£***?* 

hi toe city **oob of BeMdere. and t* a graduate 
of Rash Medical College, Chicago. 


LEMUEL TIBBETS. M. D.. 

Was tow t. Paysoo, Adams corner. Wlaota. 

AMBStil 1842. and was educated In the pub- 

■c actoeto and at SL PaM’s College. Palroyrla. 
maomL Hs commenced tbs study ol modl- 
dMhilh. department of the UMver- 

rttyofAaiAitor.MIdUpsi.and completed his 
ZL-T *, a. Betevu. Hoopltal Medical Col- 

I 2e.0adoatiag<. 1867. 

Ha commenced the practice of medlcbse at 
Dates City. Wnots, where be remained six 
YttJX He removed from Dates City to Klrk- 
*oM. mtnott. where be enjoyed a successful 
ptactico for sU years, and then came to Rock¬ 
ford to 1870. where he has since remained, and 


• H7 


tesenjoyed tte distinction of being one of Rock- DR. RAY DANIEL WILLIAMS 

ford a most eminent physician*. Before com- WILLIAMS, 

Jng to Rockford. Dr. Tlbbeta took . post-grad- • tom In Anteoch, Illinois, and was ed uca te d 
uat. course to New York, where he made a tath ° puWlc «hool*.' Prepared for miLy ?> .... 
special study - 6f «j», -ear, nos*“and throat dls- ^^Northwestern Academy at Evanston and 
eases, and In connection" with his regular prac- . • 

Jice gives special attention to tb» treatment-of-——- ^ 



Dr. Tlbbeta was pension examiner under 
both administration* of President Cleveland. 

He was a charter member of the City Hos¬ 
pital Association, and Is a member on the med¬ 
ical staff of St Anthony’s Hospital for the treat- 
mcot of eye. ear. nose and throat disease#. 

^ SodaIiy,totoa32nddegreeMason..mem¬ 
ber of the ftreeport Consistory, and Crusader 
Commandery. ••• ... . • • ... • t - 
, Dr ’ Tlbbets was married to Mia Cornelia 
E. Bradshaw, of Ellda. IUlnoIs. tr. 1872. and re¬ 
sides at No. 834 North Main street 

His office Is at No. 212 Wat. State street, 
which he ha continuously occupied for twenty- 
three years.. 


, bit Mt OMQ. WJLUAKS. 

jTf^Jfce'^Vpb. B. at Nortovestem'" 
University In 1896. He studied medicine at the 
Chicago Medical College. Dr. Williams Is a • 
memter of toe Winnebago County Medical 
Society th 8 American Medical Society, and 
medical director of the Y. M. C. A. Dr. Wil¬ 
liams attended the Marine Biological labora¬ 
tory, at Boston, during the summer of 1895. 
Hls office is In the BlaisdeU Block, and he 
resides at the Chick House. -“ana 


w. a. McDowell, m. d. 

W. A. McDowell, M. D„ «u bom In io,u ' 
. U ^’. , “ lnoIs - !» J850, and ^..educated in the' 
public schools and Beloit College. His medial 
education wa obtained at tha h=>>, ^ 

.wwaiwaC “* 

Rockford where he ha met with good success. 
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Sodafy, ha to* member of toe Masoac Order. 
He to married and has three children. . His 


the Democratic ticket At the municipal elec¬ 
tion of 1903. he wi again elected to the city 
council from the First ward. Mr.Woobeywas 
one of the founders, of ft* S*andta Furniture 
Conran? in 1889. and was its secretary two 
years. SociaBy he is a member of the K. o( 


" P.,M. W. A.edd'ArF'.hf A;"M. societies. Be- 



Isanstiveof Norfo*. England, and «sbom 
25. 1853. He. came to Rockford 
vttohto parade la 1862. and was a studad in 
the city adhoobsta years, whaa he became e 
boy tor the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. and abo teamed toe business of an 
operator. When fifteen years d age be was 
Soedtocbaige cfanoUtoe at Neasah. Wiscoo- 
He eaa tot toe^aOwwy ravics sixteen 

m c ^ tcf ta 

office. to 


"h, a lover ot'flo^W**'*-®* ‘ 

house in 1899. and has Increased the plant to 
three targe homes besides the erection of a fine 


taiAi room. 4 ... 

Mr Woolsey was married to 1877 to Mias 
Una Cora Howes, darter of the late PhtaeM 
Howes, one of d» eariy pioneers of Rockford, 
afco settled here to 1839. andb*s had four child¬ 
ren. Ralph. Harry. EBa and Beth, two of whom; 


The family residence Is at No. 1055-East 
State Street 


MtnoKta. rai 

S^.Jowa, He quit artlway sendee spro- 

ttffned to Rockford to 1887. tol8W hewas 
e^cied to the city council from toe First ward 
and served four years. In the campaign of 
H394Jiewas elected to toe stale legislature on 


THOMAS CHICK/ 

The genial proprietor o< toe popular hotel, the 
Chick House, was boro to Devonshire. England. 
November 18. 1846. His parents. William and 
Hannah (Pengillle) Chick, were natives of De- 
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vonshlre. and emlgrated-to the United Statu to 
1851, when Thomas was tore years old. He 
was educated to the public schools, and while 
still young learned the Dour-milling business un¬ 
der the supervision of George Phillips. Ho also 
became a locomotive engineer and served to 
that capacity fourteen years; TJtTlfie ~enipipy of 
—ths-ChtcagoNorthVMTeHrKallway Co. By" 
steady a pplicat ion to bustoesa andhlie exertion . 
of untiring energy be kecured toe confidence of 
his employers met with gratifying success. 

In 1888 be invested hie strings in Rockford 
property and opened toe Qikki Houee. which ia 


Mason to Winnebago Chapftw No. 24, and was 
knighted to Crusader Commandery No. 17.K.T. 
He is also a member of Tefcala Temple of the 
Ancient Amble Order of Ndiea of toe Mystic 
Shrine, and baa held various offices to these 
or ders. He ta abo » m ember nLihaZPL 
O. F.,and the Benevolent asd Ontfr 

of Elks. 

Mr. and-Mr».—ChiskTtsride' at*tor thick 
House. *" 

. FRANK C, WHITE/ L 
The aaded^to lsskMchJsa lialtaa eflBtonto- 
teid Genera. H, June 6, ia65,mdWsedu- 
oM ta the pufcBc schools. When sahrrkfttaeca-. 
yaamof acetto engaged to work tor the’Geneva 
Crape Sugar Ca. and fu; mads rapid progress 
to btopvotoasian. being promPtod from is sufcordl- 
nate portion to that of superttdmleni of one of 
the meet important nuKutostar&qr segar works 
to toe world. dtoinc; idi twenty years of service. 


‘hostalriesta the state. ft to a model of neatness, 
and its patrons are made to feel at home during 
toetr stay at toe.house.- Besides toe hotel, he 
to the owner of co^stderabb desirable rial estate 
' th toe elty and fuming lands* la toe county. * 
In February; 187 L he was married to Mtos 
^?*J^« ! i^yJ..aJItoUra td.ye^nMt, who to 
mat helpful in the managemen t of tho hotel. 
, 'SfKf trbeUKIfie'highest esteem by the many 
patrons of the house. 

Socially, Mr. Chick is a member of E. F. 
W. Ellis Lodge No. 633, A..F. & A. M. He 
was exalted to the sublime degree Of Royal Arch 


He started ^toJheCkeva.Grapft Sugar Co, to _ 
1883; and remained with that company five years 
during which lima he was promoted to the position 
of night superintendent, -in 1888 he accepted 
the position of'asslstant superintendent of the 
Peoria GrapeSugar Co., erf Peoria, Ill., where 










cow** to tip scientific department ef the Uni- this effect from Prof. Wm. P. Stewatt, pro- 
vanity of Michigan and atwo years' course in . fasafcnal actuary. 

tntbd aunaSnttltaUoo, . SociaDyhe it a member of Starlit the Ea*t 

*• * Ftom 1880 Wl888 fie waaaapgad In the ' Mg*. No. 166, A. F. fr‘ A. M. Ha I*,, a 
idaU tad* as pharmacist and manufacturing member of the Sestad Coggrogaiioaal church, 
efaimht h. m.1 . ^, i rb r ro „ ftavtog sewed a term as tnariap forthl* aodefy. 
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JIM* this partnership was dissolved, and Mr. 
Katg took charge d the business on the W«*» 
jridtta 

In 1898 Mr. Kelg bought the plant belong- 
j» to the Forest City -Bata* Co., on Cedar 
«*«**. where he Is no* located. His retail bust- 


Aftsr graduating front tbs Hammett School 
Dr. Finley occupied the chair d oratory and 
votes tratals* to the Institution for some time, 
but on account of his health be was obliged to 
surrender his chair to this work, and take up the 
profession of veterinary medicine. He baa met 
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** “? do " ,0 deta " Fifth avenue and Seventh atreet At'the and 

m the mod approved methods d construction., d two years Mr. Wldeli bought toe taterefLof 
glvea Uf. Keyt a prektige/whleh he well da- Mr. Swanson, and continued the business atrthr 
amta : ■ .. ’ - * same place alone, doln* a general Insurance and 

' real estate business. 

■' '"jm IflBr'. Ha was elected a Justice of the peace to 


Mr. Keyt is a Modem Woodman and a 


and hai two dtildree,"a am and a daughter. 
His daughter Isa valuable assistant to his office. 
He resides at 613 North Horsman street 


T* «d)Ject d thU sketch was bom at Jon- 
koptogs Lin. December 2.1866. and came to 
Rockford to 1807. After his arrival he did car¬ 
penter work to the city one year. .. 

In 1808 be engaged with the Central Fumi- 
‘“•r.Cn-*; where, he? remained *. tw»- years, and 
then accepted a portion with th 8 skandla Fur- 
• nlturo Co. and remained one year. In both d 
these Institutions he was employed as a cabinet •’ 

In 1891 he entered the.red estate office of ' 
West St Hutchins, where he spent oner year. In 1 
1892 ha formed a copartnership with J. A. * 
Swanson, and engaged 1^ the real estate busl- | 
ness at his present-location, at the comer of * 


Mr. Wldeli was married to 1891, and harm 
family d throe children, and resides at 1854 
EasJ State street! 


• waiters H.'rCook. contractor and' builder, 
waa tore to JSgston In 1859,earn:to 
Rockford wfth^ hte parents' when etgfcit yttii'd 
age. where he waa educated to the city schools. 

-Hb first-business' «ngagement-wss : wtth 
Henry Knowles to fee commhsinn 
where he remained two yeari. Hu next en¬ 
gagement was with the W, F. & John Barnes 
Company, where be remained two years and 
learned the machinist’s trade. 

ftr 1896 his father died. Hewasacamen- 
ter and builder, and Mr. Cock took un th* 
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bmtoess. which he has stace fbOowMd with He to at promt the efficient npotnM*»t 
matted success. . of the Rockford Manufacturing Co,* plant In 

Mr Cor* has Wn interested tn the coo- which he to a stockholder and director, 
srrocttoo of man; of Rockford's most Important H* was elected to the Clry CouaW'l from the 
ptt HV , and private bofidii^i. among which may Secord wa-dia t8j>6, which office he still hokls. 

Brewing Company's plant Frank Brown's real- 

dcnce, MoreeVtartMteg orr W es t S tate s tree t. - 

jotas H. Sherntthi raddenc*. Carnegie irhafcBc 


' «el to the chairman of tto ft/* aid water cook 
H e stae it bomber of titer board of local 

to menaww c£.Gm» Wo. SI 
M. W. A»aad preside* of Ledge He. 2, Arcb- 
earn Union.' 

Mr. Ftawaon Is married and less two ssas. 

; V The family resldecce to at Mo. 322 3eka» 

- ■ ; \ ~ Place. 

O. Fatten. aed toe otter for Dr, W. H. Ffch. —--— 

HELSOLSOK. 

Lsm of TWaioML and hat ow dtfdL, The ThesiAfoctof tots sketch, Is one of RotMonTs 

taMNr III-it-fc.tot. MOC.-3W Nesfli Asms pGpdpaideriaee. H* was tom to Sweden to 

Jlinnt . • -fnpeMranmfo RacMotd when ffltteen yearn 

- ^ Ha wOrtted as a ftabhee to the Roek- 

FRANK E. PEARSON ford Furniture factory fire yean Ha was then 

.. ,, rrrtr Rnekfcwd taktsg bustops* two yean. Ten yea» age the 

parentyo. M» P«a^ "*■"« - ^ Ftemture sal Undertaking Comply 

bought out UgaifT* interest and Mr. Otooo be- 
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came a stockholder In the company and has thjs bel# 191 more, than U 
since been identified with It and has charge of for four Other a 

the Tindertaking department — 

Mr, OIsoo has servsd two terms as cider- 
man' from the Sixth yard, and since toe redls- . 



trtettagof tbeetty. has Just been elected from 
tuft Sacdud ward—hto third term-rrbjUJiM. of tha, 
largest majorities ever given an alderman in 
Rockford. He is married and with his family 
resides at 1203 Fifth avemie. 


Was tom In Dubuque, Icwa. In January, 1868. 
He removed with his pantos, to Cherry Valley, 
- Illin o is . ■ when three yearebld, and to 
Rockford to 1887. He engaged to toon— 
with the Schramm Company, at their ■>»i» 
market«nthe EastS Mal. Eleven v eare ago 
helookcfurga’bf the btiitoes to South Rockford 
where he has very successful# managed the 
business since. 

Mr. Carty was elected to represent his ward 
In the council as alderman, at the municipal 
election of. 1903. receiving a total of 1,58 1 y 0 tes, 


member of Council No. 24 , riJm ^ C ‘ 
•Church street- — '. r ' 

< ANDREW j: ANDERSON 
. Was bore to the City of Rockford Juaa 7 . j 862 
and has made thU- dty his boras, with the ex¬ 
ception of one year when he was tempoiiri#' 
kwated In Texas, and is of Swedish descent, his 
folher, Jonas R. Anderson, having been a native 
cf Rydahptoi, Swedeq, 

Mr. Andersen was educated to the dty 
: schools and took a comas at the Rockford Busi- 
.UKpCoBe£e, 

He was first employed to the mechanical 
Apartment, of the Rockford Watch Factory, 
where he remained several years. . 

. In 1881 the Excelsior Ftaftoture Company 
ws organized with a capital of $50,000', and 

which position he held for eight years. 

In 1890 he opened an office .at No. 421 
East State street, where be cna d^^ „ rea j 
estate, loan and Insurance business. ' ■ 
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la January. 189e7te^»d.***** ta . & 

Md imm of tb« Union OrersS Company, 

Mvemm te tea MW with maitod sue- 

“iSlriL sevti* ®»dvfc« aad rportog goods. 1b.flrm 

iT 5 a-»—'to,. «-<«»««« w~*** '”' .“ J>, lLT 1I> r 

ifeatkTasanferWwtbe year. 1896; when he has Stoce cccducted the 

;X-?7 • M8tas * -ff? 

lln 2 Tktoor made his tost venture to 
pollttcai affairs at the iecentmiBkdpal election, 
»hen he was ejected an alderman fhiimtte Fifth 
wart. SodsSyhe Ba JiofegfcWoodmmand 
a ^ of 4 W®** 1 


He smdl kite CMr COM4 as an alder; 

naa taa tte Swsai ward tteki the 7e*» 

1890.1891. 1893. 1893. 1894 and 1895. sod 
was t e aie cte dagakk 1903. 

Mr. Anderaow was married to Mbs Hllma 
O, Johnson. December 30. 1896. and has one 


child, asoo. 

He. wtth bis family, resides al No. 942 
Kbbwsotea street 

HERBERT D. T1CKNOR 
Was bom ta foctad. September 6,1869, and 
waseducatedkibe Otj schools. HI*firstbusi- 
ness eryagement was with tbo Rockfort Cabi¬ 
net Company as shipping dark, which position 
be filled until the destruction of the factory by 
fire ta 1895* For a short time succeeding the 
firs, ho was te the employ cf the Rockford TaO- 
cring Company.' 1 


Mr. Tldmor married Mbs Atna H- Wlgton 
and has fbree chttheo, Rflioond. Irma and 
Fern. The family home U at Na 1810 West 
State street , 

thomas'winchester 
Is a i* 1 ™ tsiWar by trade. He was bom in Eng¬ 
land In October. 18t6, and came to Rockford In 

1857 where he has since resided. 

HU (Ust engagement ta thb city was with 
Thomas Enaett, and he remained with him until 


| Ill 
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he commenced work on hb own. John Faxon residence on East Stats street 
located where he b at,present He ne xt built the‘A. D. Forbes resfcteooa on 
work was on the Graham Cotton North' bain street Among the more notable 
1 {umlsboti Ltbra *- structures over which ha Had supervision are the 

-. watch Factory. St Mary's Catholic Church 

Block, the William Crotty Block, the Central 

Block on West State street and the Schmauss 
—Gor-Cok! Storage building. The homes of A.’ ‘ 
. Albertson aci G. W.. Reynolds. North Court 
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place* tad residences, among which are jhe Geo. bT mentioned "Frank Burr’s residence,' Knuts-~ 
Atkinson, B.A. Knight, John Chick. Stapleton, son's residence on Church street, the Klee flats 
’ and. John JH. Sbenatt residences, the Flsha- on West State street, and the Flynp flats on 
flats. Rockford Wholesale Grocery Company? i North Main street Ho ate did the wood work 
building and the Wbeejock Crockery store. Mr. hr the construction of the." Schmaua ofeefe. 

Palm built the huger part of the big stores « Mr. Johnson has the contract for V;n sis 
-Seventh street and bar been identified in the double houses to be erected by Mr. Zlock, and 
construction work of roaar other, w omta aat the remodeling of the \house-on the grounds to 
buildings In Rockford. , be moved to Mulberry street, making seven 

Mr. Palm ls s *|jKTled and has six children houses Jn all. sajd contract obtained .without 
and resideswtih’SKSuniTyaf^ Seventh street opposition/ ~ - ' ' 

-—- Mr. Johnson Is a Modern.Woodman. a mom- 


ABNER UOHNSON-. berofthe Knights of the C-tebo and of the Mys- 

Is a well known carpenter ahd bulHer. and was . . . . , ' '■ _ 

bom at Hamburg. P^Jaara^iBSt When ' ’J*** ”*** cl,lkWM, '“ d 

nl«e years of an Mremowd to Greene cocmtv. " lM “ at 121 North Wtaneb3 S° *"**• 


w years of age Jut'lsntprwd tq Greene county. 


RODERICK MACKINZIE . 

Was bom at Inverness, Scotland May,8th. 1859. 
He served an apprenticeship In the. art of stone 



WIs.. with' his parents, where he resided for 
thirteen years. In 1875 he removed to Lena, 

Illinois, where he acquired the carpenter’s trade, 

and'constructed several Important buildings In Rodkwck iuckdcie. 

that city. In 1887 he removed to Freeport. 

Illinois, where ho carried on his business until cutting five years In the city of Edinburgh. Scot- 
1891. when he came to Rockford, where he has land. During this time he also acquired the ' 
since resided. . mason’s trade. He was educated to the public 

He has been Identified with considerable con- schools of his native country, which Implies • 
structlon work In this city, among which might thorough equipment to all practical branches 







































tosnwtfreew»t^'H**M^ . W. J. SHAW. ' . • 

>- «k. hottWi trad*, la Sweden. ~H« cam* to ,_ 

K..i fad *7wnrfliii fta'ig fr>, Carpenter sod buHter. eras bon taOwon towo- 

^Wi.toc.tedtaltepnbHOKhoolfc HeU 

... aodt^CT Swwrti Street. vBd ftp ear- *** cJrMr.snd Mr*. * to caro ®J° 

pewter vrefc tea fte RepM& tpMtoar^ Ma- ™ ^ 

iLf ^n Tutmita* r*** *rir *» *"«* fl» dents cd Gtolfod township.,, Mn-Shaw Bred upon 
m Rockted to 1889. 

RocUd&Fd*c«|Fddh«Bea^^ wtoha liaa ttoca reito^ 

t^rJ^Ltrlto^flfeSyar.'Soal-. d-Haeapgod* cwpector to**-tolxrltori,. 

■JW ^-a-'y. BarokCo.Vi)iaBt.>P«to( c«ydoca. . 

£*Unlin l -Araeog w»of ft« mow ln ^*. nt **•- 

Chair and Fkrmtaw Fictonr.aptitM Redtfadi tares over which he Jm had supervtaon are the 
Staodarf Ftontfcre Co.* plant, and* 3 part . residences of Dr. Franklin. Wm. Eddy on East 
of Lore Mfg. Co.'s plant, tbs Globe Clothing State street. T. E. Buckbee on Klshwaukce 
Co. ’3 pbnt. the Stereos & Duel plant, a street. Chris. Unden on Franklin avenue. H. 

nart of the W. F. & John Barnes plant, the K. Han flats on East street, John Agnew on 

Church Se*"" 1 . Aug. Floberg’s residence and a Franklin avenue, Miss Elizabeth Hancock flats 
number of other residences and flats, and has the ca North First street, and many other buildings 


throughout the city andcounfy that attest to h!s the carpenter work' on the Skxndia Hardware 
skill In structural work. HU business during Co.* buUdlr*. the CharlesJJUnder building on 
flie p«t year amounted to over twenty thousand Seriitt abp£ftt PettrambSdk ocSwatb 
*>«*•: • tfreet. Ftndture-and Undertaking 

y • Stivanft. street, two- flats for 


T- Barnes reside nce on National avenue. 
7-t5»“FI*w'fSu' : on- NortFobmch street, the 
ftockford M»g. Col’s pleat. residence for self on 


He married -Miss Lizzie F. Ifarsh, the 
dsiiijiter of AveriU Marsh, of Guilford. June 27, 
1889. and has three children. Ellis,' Eleanor, 
and Hazel, and resides at 622 North Third 

street. thU city. 


jw a carpenter by trade and Is a contractor and 
builder. Ho was bom !n Sweden December 15. 
1855. and came to Rockford to 1881. Ho 
foamed his trade to his native country where he 
became an efficient workman. Upon arrival 
here be engaged to work for Cahill & Tucker. 
wlth'Vhom be remained two years. 

His first work on his own account was for 
the Interior finishing of Zion Lutheran chuch In 
1886. Then followed the erection of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, the Llljeholm residence on 
East State street, John Hart’s residence on 
North Second street, (now owned by Mr. Gollyj ' 


Second avenue, and many other residences and 
business places to this city and vicinity. Mr, 
Carijon Is married and has four children. He 
resides at 1217 South Sixth siteet 

W? T» NORTON - " 

‘ trad0 ’ * Ddb * contractor and 

•builder.- Hewasbdm at Homer, Mtort.Jan- 

11889'2d' 186 L to -RwHord In 

with whom fee remato^ slxyMre.wb«mhecom- 
jnunced to do conhactWcr hU own account. 
He has been a successful contractor and' builder 
for eight years, having during this time built 
nuny prominent residences In this city, among 
which might be mentioned the William MoffaW 
residence, the Richardson flats. Mrs. VanDe- 
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rfgL ■ ~ i?13CbMtostreeL Aw«e«d»hreediSldre» 

r ^ ; . CT^HhrfB -BMitaoflr.' •• ‘ 

street* Haiwwrttotwo'fcocsesfocFr^ --— 

on Marsh Court. and Is s»® building a fires resi- C. J. SfWANSON. 

(teat* for James ABen on Blalsdell **"**- »**. and builder. was bora at Jonkopengs 

Norton ts * member at the Masonic and Wood- , , n ^ rdgL fa 1BSS> and was educated In his 
men fraternities. natfte country. He was a contractor and bulkier 

~-— at Upoala, Sweden, from 1879 to 1881. when 

* a R. LYDDON be came to America and located at Springfield. 

* _ , u^ u am enooloyed as foreman In the 

u a contractor and bulto.Hewas tom D ^ Davis ptarritos mills lor two'years. He 

Sununeraetshtre. England. In 1866, came —yj, Skog. cl Springfield, as 

America to 1877. Mmwi to % £«Sd1ans«mctlon^c. and continued In 

to torn itoto with to ^ He to engaged In 

since- Hts first tnalne is wwta n ^ on Mswn account and did a large 

hts brother, and the P axts f ^^ D 9^^ t roourt to that city. Mr. Swansfcn came 

HetocoBttonedbustoeascn Uscwn ^ ^ vith the 

account- Hetostoamanyreride«»andoto Rhw m |lb as sash and door 

buildings among which might ^ H e was the first man In RbddorS to 

The homes of Frit* UWd. Drugto Ulrid. maker- He ^ ^ interior 

Frank Regan. Harry ChaseT. S. ^ , a* w . F . Barnes residence, North 

Ticknor. W. W. Hto.aiM ow«ehundrto He ^ ^ the builder of Mrs. 

N " tt 
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F,n * * Venue 21x1 Ftflh He has been a successful contractor and 
ih^ r^Lnl ?? ^ °l 7hW stroet ’ • buWar ' ^ has, constructed msay business 
s .LSfS P^*^«*kie^«toaride. of ths river. 

S Hough flats on North Third street. Gust John- 


residence on Lawn place, to of the W. H. 
MUler flats on Fourth avenue and Twelfth street 
C Wldman's reaid«qc*'pu fourth avenue, and . 





the Wtlraarth flats on Klshwaukee street, and 
many others. Mr. Swanson's shop and residence 
are at 1206 South Fifth street 

FRANK P. NEWBURG 
Was bora In Sweden In 1868, and was educated 
In the public schoob of that country. He came 
to Rockfosd la 1888 and engaged Jn.caipentor 
work for-hls brother,, • Later lie took a position 
as foreman for Newburg & Nygroi. contractors 
and, builders, and remained with- them three 
years. He then went to BeMdere where he did 
contract, woric for about two years. Returning 
to Rockford he formed a copartnership with Mr. 
Nygren. under the firm name of Newburg & 
Nygren, and continued the business' two yean, 
when the firm dissolved, and he has since con¬ 
tinued the business alone. 


Mr. Newburg Is married, and with his fam¬ 
ily of #tfo and two children, resides at 1317 
TenMj avtatier ‘ ' 

Mr. Newburg’s motto Is: Do justice to 
everybody and We tea pleasure and death Isa 
gain. 

JOHN McLEE 

Isa carpenter and builder and was bom In Rock¬ 
ford, March 6, 1867. Ho was educated In the 
efty schools, and this city has toen his home 
continuously. He began doing contract work on 

bte own account to 1888. and has been the builder 

”. l 2 an !f Important public buildings and private 
residences, among whfeh may be mentioned the 
Renwfck residence, comer Morgan and Church 
stnlets. J. C, Gregory residence on Hlnkley 
street. McCormick flab on North Wtonebaao 
street. Bracken residence on South Wtanebaao 
***• and the John A, Lins .osldencl comer 
of Grant avenue and Napoleon street.I ta er res¬ 
ident on Napoleon street, and mX others. 
He has done the general repair wirk on the ' 
public school buildings !n the city. L McLea 
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sheriff** res>ds«s& and jail at Bohrtdere, IlUsnd 
nwqr otter lugs building* in different puts of. 
Illln ol* and Wi sconsin, too nimerous'fo mention. 

"Mr. Martin ts the pafeotoa if thaParfectioo 
jrata-wt«r filter whldTKn fags tala aver a 
wide area of country, and ts' well known In 
— Rockf ord-aa- t he reare hun d red* of them in use 
In the city. - 

' lfr: Martin Ta ~& the Royal 
Arcanum and^Oi OiF. Ho U married and 
mJUreot” — 


- 7 PETEFMT; ANDERSON 


tion of Quarter Master General M^V/„ A. For¬ 
ester with rank of colonel. 

His residence is at 218 South Court street. 


GEORGE W. BALDWIN 

1836, and was educated in the public sc hools of 
.his native town. He learned the plasterer’s trade 
in all Its branches, both plain and ornamental, at 
Newark,- N. J. ' 

In 1855 he removed to Michigan, where he 
remained four jrawrandbtom returned V New 


Is a plasterer by trade. He was bom tn Seot- 
land," and came Id Rockford In 1B82, where be 
has since resided. . ,. 

H* has had, fie coafrect* for ‘‘pfestaring a 
large number if pubhe snd jprtyil* Wttngs in 
- the city and.rdc^ja^jjlhlch can to mai- 





tk»®d H. W. Price'* thsideace. John Sherratt's 
residence, J. a Whitehead’* residence, the Pub- 
lie Library, Memorial Hall. High School. Frank 
SKn’s residence, and the C. F. Henry flats, 
and others too numerous to mention. 

Mr. Anderson is a K. P., I. O. O. F., and 
Modem Woodman, and at present holds the posl- 


Jersey. In 1865 he removed to Rochelle, Illi¬ 
nois, and to Rockford in 1881, where he has 
sinceresided. 1 ' ... 

Ho was engaged upon the finishing wo* of 
many of Rockford's finest buildings, among 
which is the Second Congregational church, Y. 
M. C. A. building, Germania Hall, Christian 
Utalon church, nine city school buildings, Walt 
Talcott's new residence, Charles Brantlngham’s 
new residence. Wilkins’ flats, Fay .Lewis and 
Masonic buildings and Northwestern depot 

Mr. Baldwin married Miss Emma F. Cour- 
der of Now Yo* city. His home is at No, 201 
Summit street t 


































j . r . wiskzx. 

Mr. Wlsnor has ooe o f the float homes on 
tiie F««* side, located, on Rural street, opposite 
the East side cemetery. 

HI* good wife conducts an experimental fruit 
»d flower garden, and ts a breeder of pure Wood 
White Wyandotte poultry. 


Mr. Ryaa I* a Modem Woodman and a 
Ro«l f&gHx*. He U married and has at* 

*» aar.umfooi m. 

His ofBca Is at 110 North Court street, 
j. F. WKNER. 

This ad Is that of J. F. Wlswa.the swi 
knows contractor and builder of cement cM tar _ 

Mr Wlsner was bontfniakft county, Illinois, 
to 1848. He remored to Lafayette. Sndtena. in 

1873. and,came to Rockford In 1888, where he 
has since resided. 


p. W. WELCH. 

The subject of this sketch was bom Jn Rock- 
fart January 17. 1856. and baa occupied his 


many sunwmmng _-T~~ .. 

ft hfing aH and Loewenbrau Beer, Rbetngold 
Export, and Malt Liquid. Blatt'UUwaukee Beer. 
Weiner. Private Stock. Export and Malt Vivlne 
to wholesale trade and lor family use. All have 
an »*w*»*" guarantee for purity. Special 
attention Is given orders for all kinds of cate 
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street. ‘Plj or.e number 543. both Home’ and 
* Central Union. 

JAMES P.tiTALSH 


L A 


Was bom in Rockford In 1867. When quite 
young he engaged In the grocery business with 
his father. Later his father bought the Lincoln 
bottling works, located at 414 South Main street. 
Hit business so Increased that be was com¬ 
pelled to adcure more room and better faculties 
for handling his trade. The result was a move 
to 501-503 South Church street, whore In 1895 
he erected anew building, adaptedto blsoaeds. 
Hero the father rotf rod and the soo conducted a 
.prosperous business at this place for five years. 
He sold this property to the C. & N. W. R. R. 
company and removed to his present location, 
502-506 Cadar street, comer Court street, hav¬ 
ing purchased the property of the American 
Cereal company. ^ • • 

Mr. Walsh now has one orthe finest bottling 
establishments In the west, being equipped with 
modem machinery, and manufactures pops, 
ginger ale, mineral waters, and all carbonated 


JAMES P. WALSH. 

The bottling works are open for Inspection 
at all time?. Visitors wiU be courteously re¬ 
ceived by Mr. Walsh or his gen tits manly 
assistants. 

\ ~ -i 

MAX HOPPE 

'Was bom In Hlrshburg, Germany, September 
Sr!867r#nd was educated In his native country. 

He learned the brewing business In Germany, 
where ho was engaged in the trade seven yerre. 
He visited all the leading cities of Europe, and 
worked In several of the most Important brew¬ 
eries of that country. 

He came to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, In 1891, 
where he was employbd in the Pabst brewery, 
the largest Institution of the kind In the world. 

I9) 1892 he camo to Rockfdrd and bought 
the Interest of Charles Meyer as the agent for 
the Schlltz Brewing Co. In this city. 
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Ulnf works In 1895. He has now * fine whole- 
sale and retail bustoe» and make* a specialty 
dt ruppiylsg private famines. Ho hondlei 
Besisy's Waukegan ale, Schllnk ale and porter 
o( Betriden, Budwslser and standard grades of 
Anbeus^Buscb^,^^^ Urn. He abo 
Matt Mmrine Jot tntoanal 

^^Hr^Spooberg ta married and baa one child,. 
He resides at 401 Soventfis&eet 


In 1896 be secured the agency for the 

Pabst Brewing Co- thus representing two of the 

most noted tmiltuUons ta this or any other coun¬ 
ts. He caiylea on a large wholesale smdr^ll 

t-ade, and makes a specialty d bottling both 
Pact's and ScfaBfaf beer lor family «se. 


Hr Hoppe is married and has two sens. 

, . f«mHy restdence ts aU No, 129 South 


” “pr^^HBERG:- • One of 

SSSSSSSS^ 

seed- 

' ggBrft * *k» ****«•<* i r* a3 ®” k * 

Y*lc «*y «**bM«*P 
.' Cherry Vahey. **#*£.& P** »«a«hocd 



a the Ferest r C#y Bahteg company and Mr. 

Spocberg remained 1th this company three ta ^ ^ schools. Be- 

^e^wemtatotasto^tothl^.««»- # W«S a large field 

““““■* 
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aented itself and of which be desired to poa- has four children; Harry S:. who Is a noted 
som himself. Capitalists and business man bad opera singer. Grace L. (Mellon) residing at 
"• confidence In his ability and Integrity, and sought '•' - ' '*•■ 

- his service# In tha promotion of various manu¬ 
facturing enterprises. . Mr. Peterson’s keen per* 
caption enabled him to see the advantages poa* 

Sesatf'tyRockfordss a furniture manufactur- 
Ing center, and the possibilities oTthe co-opera- 

Tfili plan was fk once'put Into effective 
. eratton, and Its succe ss l?n«a da mnnst 
soundness of bis Judgment.. He "is 
ested in more Industrial undertakings than 
other:raWent of fBe clty^UiTimeresU 
largely located on tbs Easf aide of the 
amid the Swedish population of the city. 

. - Mr. Peterson U directly or tedlract^.feoo- 
neefadwHh twelve or fifteen manufacturing in- 
dattria* a* ah official or stockholder. all'of 
which are meeting with ssttefsctory results.- ' 

'Mr. Feterata Is a member of the Swedish 
Luthers* church, but Is not Identified 1th any 
. social oder^ „ __ 



Wi W. AUSTIN 

Is a native of SBiixjts, and was educated la the 
public schools and Wheaton GoOege. Hhboy- 
hood dayr vera spent upon bte father’s farm 
- near Rodctoa. He began teaching In tbo dis¬ 
trict' sdtoote when eighteen years of age, and 
rapidly advanced in the work to the prtactpatehlp 
of die Sooth BsMders schools and at Rpckton. 
Illinois, He also served as bookkeeper In the 
offices of W. A. Knowlton. late of Rockford. 
Peet fk Keeler of Beloit. M. D. Keeney of 
Rodcton.and Keenly Brea, of Rockford. He 
has written for,die newspapers for many .yearn, 
-and hMcootrttwted scientific arihdea to sovetal 
popular magazines, ■ Ho'aoned as dfy editor on 
tba Laurel Chronicle. of Laurel. Mississippi, in 
which position ho nr very successful 

In connection with bis schooiwork he has 
written a Natural H[stray of Animate, which re¬ 
ceived high commendation from several eminent 
critics. His latest work Is the writing of Rock¬ 
ford To-Day. 

Mr. Austin married Miss Josephine A. Drury, 
of Beloit, who died several years since. He 


-fiocfctoftr-St te M. (Harmon) residi n g In Mll- 
waukee.and Ernest W. 

Socially, be Is an Odd Fellow and Red Man. 


CHARLES L. MILLER. 

Charles L. Miller's first newspaper experi¬ 
ence was (n Ogle county, where' for a time he 
edited the Rochelle Register, and later was pro¬ 
prietor of the Oregon Reporter. In 1877 he 
came to Rockford, where he purchased an Inter¬ 
est In the Weekly Register. In October of that 
year bs established the Dally Register, the first 
dally newspaper In Rockford to achieve s per- 
manual existence. The Register remained un¬ 
der his editorial and business management for 
fobrteen years when he sold the paper to Mr. 
E. E. Bartlett, and removed to Quincy, iuinob, 
where he became one of the proprietors and edi¬ 
tor of the Dally Herald of that city. In 1896 
he returned to Rockford to become one of the 
proprietors of the Daily Republic. At present 
he Is managing editor of the Republic and presi¬ 
dent of the Republic company, and president "of 
the Quincy Herald company. 











J. E. WARFIELD, 

M-i umt- * <■?* 

but!neJ ** ■ 

dariiwtbcpasttwentyyc*rs- fU*flnS«g«w- 
T ty . V itb the Register *<* * P®* 0 * ®* ' 
fiw, years. and then for the »** to*** °* tto8 
with the Momtog Star. 

In 1896.ta csrnpnvwtto aLM«»»d 

H. M. Johnson. he ported ft» °“J^***®* 

can. 11 * name of the paper wsa ch anged to 

the pafly RepobBc. cfwMdi to to nowbmtoesa 

"^hfcWaxneM tobeeB»wridwt rfSa dJori 
d»tol883. Hewhoo^W^OBwML 

- Hemanfad Ml** Aln»C.Ba«*<£jIgt«. 

Wisconsin. and has three dangtterfc “ 

EDGAR E. BARTLETT. 

Pubtober of the Register-Gazette. came to 
Rockford Jaw 1st.. 1891, aed consolidated 
Ihe oki Register and Gazette Into what h» steer 
been known as the Register-Gazette. «f-Bart- 


tfae newspaper 

by fee wWkm of ft* Aaaoctoted 

^ •. r«*« prw«s- al of which hare 

^nbtoad «> make lire . RegbtoM3*»tte a 

HQH. J. STANLEY 3R0WNE. 
EattoMn-cBd off tto Rockford Morning Stan 
w tom to Atomy.’N-Y.. In 1855. and was., 
abated to ttepubUcschoolsol that dty. His 
etmto were people <* cattare ‘ jnd.refbreroent, 
iwdeere nunibrfcd among the well-to-do clU- 
zens of New York State, where they Uved and 
aed. 

Before coming to Illinois Mr. Browne was 
employed on the Albany Argus, where he devel¬ 
oped acute political talent,' and stumped the 
state in the Interests of Tlkien for president In 


•in 


. JRO, U.KXCTRT) 
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the campaign of 1876. Later, he was twice 
elected on the Democratic ticket to the New 
*. York legislature from Otsego county. Hq also 
served as chairman of the Board of Supervisors 
of Ids county, and. was secretory for a period of 
five yean to Lieutenant-Governor Dorschelmer 

during t he time THden was governor. _ 

Mr. Browne came to Rockford In 1887 and 


Mr. Browne was married to Miss Evalyn Tall- 
madge of Otsego county, N. Y., who Is a lady 
of culture and fine education, and Is a leader In 
Rockford's social circles. Her ancestry were 
among the true patriots orthercountry, her father," 
being a solder In the Civil War and her grand- 
father In the War o f t he R evolution.. 


became toe editor and ppMsher of toe Rockford Church street. ■ 
- JoumalrwhldHtotmergedtote The StarMareh- 
20,1888, of whidi' Mr. Browne became raan- 


ROSCOE S. CHAPMAN, 

. . ■ — ■a ging oditor«-whlcb-pos ltlon he has since held Business Manager of toe Rockford Morning 

with marked ability. . .. . Star, was bom In Rutland, Illinois, January 6. 

"~186feand war eaucaiedtrrtto publicschools, 

■ Flora Rutland be removed to Lacon. 1111- 
^nols, and came to Rockford October 11.1886, 
• and was employed try Warren Woodruff In toe 
Ire trade. 

On January 1. 1887. he relinquished this 
business, and became Ideaiffled with the Rock- 



HON. J, STANLEY' BROWNE. 

Politically, Mr. Browne has been a life-long 
Democrat, and Is the leader and teacher of pure 
democracy joIJ thaXieveland-School in Northern , 
Illinois. : ' 

Mr. Browne Is a forceful and elegant writer, 
and h£ diction is rarely equaled. His eloquence 
has'brought his services Into great demand In 
politics/ campaigns and 'social functions where 
He Is always at ease. 

The wide circulation of the Momlng Star Is 
Iclent evidence * of his ability as an editor. 

Is doubtlesstne finest encomium the paper 
receive. 


Rosco* srotowiAjj. 


lord Gazette. His work on this paper was for a 
Short time only, as on January 1,1888. he went 
to the Rockford Journal, which was merged Into 
llhe Rockford Morning Star, March 20, 1888. 

Mr. Chapman Is one of the ^original stock¬ 
holders of toe Rockford Star Printing Co., and 
solicited the first subscribers on the dally list. 
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Tha Rockford Morning Star Is tha only mom* He Is also-a director of the Rockford Public 
In* paper published In the city, and ranks with—Library. 

the best Inland dallies of this country. Mr.Rlley j ns bom In Henry,. Illinois. In 

He was married In Rockford, June 4,1890, June, 1891, In Denver, Colorado, he was mar- ' 

to Miss Mae BUI*, of Gardea-Erairie, 111. rled to Miss Lenote Hooker, to whom was given 

__ a son, John Stewart-Rlley, who will-be five 

-JbWV.-RILEY.-.~ yea " °' d FeW y4 ' 1904 ~ __ 


Who since January 1. 1895. has been active In ROCKFORD ILLUSTRATING CO. 
the business department of The Morning Star The Rockford Illustrating Company was' or- ' 
wdjsnowlb advertising manager, came to mizti ta , 8 o 3 ^ , s ^ successor tojhe 
RocBord f rdm~Giaod_Saplds,~Mldilganrwhe re Rockford Engraving Company, which'was or¬ 
ganized In the seventies. 

The company has oct£(ied Its present loca¬ 
tion during the last five years.-Its place'of 
business has been recently rearranged and re¬ 
fitted, and Is now one of the most complete In¬ 
stitutions of the kind In the city. 

The company designs, engraves, and elec- 
trotypesflrst class work oh short notice. It en¬ 
joys the patronage of the furniture factories of 
a ny foreign orders. 
"company Is~under'the " 
'frianagement of K. E.'Knutsson, and Is In a 
Jhlghly_pn^rouicoodltloa__.__^_ 

V 'THE'THEO. W. CLARK COMPANY . 
Was organized and Incorporated. December 2, 
■1897rand-capitalized at-J20.000^-- Its- place of- - 
business Is at 124 West State Street, and is 
equipped with a complete outflt-of-the-!at«si—- 
appliances for dolng^he finest work In all kinds 
of job printing. High grade blade and color 
printing, engraving, embossing and binding, for 
all purposes. Is ezecuted on short notice by this 



he was Identified with the sales department of company. 

several manufacturing concerns during the years Its president Is Dr. Henry Rlchlngs and Its 
he lived there. Prior to h is residence In the business manager and secretary Is Theo. W. 
Wolverine state be was employed In two depart Clark. 

tnent stores In Chicago. It was In those an- All kinds of business and society stationery 
virons be acquired the Uking for advertising work are kept In stock and Its patrons are supplied at 
which eventuated into his present occupation. ' very low rates, consistent with good quality. 

He Is Tr-dlreetor-and-one-'of -the principal • A large number of workmen Is employed and 
stockholders In the Rockford Star Printing Co., the business Is* constantly growing with un- 
the corporation publishing The Morning Star, bounded success. - 




